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Dear Sirs Partners 
Gordon Lockhart 

Retaining Wall, Huntsman Close, Waterlooville 
Nigel Westwood 
Michael Weaver 
John O’Gorman 

At the request of your Luke Deacon, the writer visited the above property with Douglas Alcock 

Luke on Friday 7th  March 2014. 	The reason for the visit was concern over the 
Martin Boyce 
Jason Daniels 

structural integrity of the retaining wall supporting the gardens to the properties Richard Hemming 

in Renown Gardens that back onto Huntsman Close. 
Practice Director 
Ann Raybould 

The highway of Huntsman Close and the parking areas to the properties are set at 

a lower level to the ground floor of the properties. 	The difference in level ranges 
Principal Associates 
Kevan Carter 

from approximately 1.8 to 1.5 metres. 	The ground between the back of the Neil Dodds 

parking bays and the face of the properties is laid out as gardens but graded to Jonathan Baker 

be level, just a step down from the ground floor level. 	The graded ground is Associates 

supported by a line of timber posts. 	These timber posts have failed in a number Tom Stewart 

of places allowing the garden to slump onto the parking bays. Simon Garner 
Julian Marshall 
Paul Bosher 

Round posts had always traditionally been used for agricultural purposes, Ian Llewellyn 

however over in recent years they have become more and more popular in 

domestic settings being ideal for constructing an attractive low level retaining also at: 

wall. 	However, in this instance the height of the retaining wall is beyond their London 

structural capability and is creating a significant health and safety issue to both 
Bedford 

the private garden users and those using the public parking areas. 

It is of interest in that while we could not structurally justify the timber post their 
failure has been more to do with loss of structural strength and cross-sectional  

area due to timber decay. Structural 
Engineering� 

It is our recommendation that at the very earliest opportunity the timber posts ’ 

Civil 
Engineering 

are replaced by a proper retaining wall constructed of masonry and or concrete. 

The form of the retaining structure will be a reinforced concrete base with C CDM 
Co-ordination 

masonry or concrete stem. 	The stem could be formed using clay bricks, concrete . 

blocks or concrete or a combination of these materials. 
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It is our recommendation that the materials used to construct the wall consist of a reinforced 

concrete base with a stem formed using concrete blocks tied together but with a cavity which is 

filled with reinforcement and concrete. This form of construction provides in our opinion a 

solution that is easy to construct, is cost effective and robust. 

We have prepared a general arrangement drawing showing the principles of our proposal. See 

drawing W00779-100 Rev P01. There are, however, a number of unknowns which need either 

to be investigated now to inform the development of the drawings for pricing and then 

construction or left to when construction has started but could result in potential unknown costs 
and delays. 

The areas of unknowns relate to existing foundations, below ground drainage and services. We 

are unaware of the depth of the foundations to the properties and what stepping may be 
necessary to ensure existing foundations are not undermined. There are a number of manholes 

in the vicinity indicating drains and services. We are unaware of their depth or the routes they 

may take, all of which could affect the retaining wall. 

In respect of statutory approvals and notifications we advise someone enters into discussions 

with the planning department and the highway department of the Local Authority as to what 

will be required to construct a new retaining wall. 

We trust we have provided the information you need but if you have any questions please do 

not hesitate in contacting the writer. 

Yours faithfully, 

GORDON LOCKHART 

Scott White and Hookins LLP 

www.swh.co.uk  



Scott White and Hookins 	 London 

Bedford 

Winchester 

or 	
wow V 

II! 

Photograph A - View of retaining wall with highway and parking areas in the foreground 

and properties in the background. 
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Photograph B - View of the failing timber posts. 
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