Design

Policy CS16 High Quality Design

Planning permission will be granted for development that is designed to a high standard,
which helps to create places where people want to live, work and relax. All development
should demonstrate that its design:

1.

Responds to, draws inspiration from and respects local context and:

a) Identifies and responds positively to existing features of natural, historic or
local character within or close to the proposed development site;

b) Integrates with existing local landscape features, promotes wildlife and
biodiversity and/or applies characteristics of the local area into the design of a
scheme wherever possible to create variety and interest;

c) Uses the characteristics of the locality to help inform the design of the new
development including heights, massing, existing buildings lines, plot widths
and depths, materials and proportions of windows and doors;

d) Is well connected to and integrates with the immediate local area and the
wider area by linking to existing pedestrian and cycle routes and encouraging
people to use public transport where possible; and

e) The development does not cause unacceptable harm to the amenity of
neighbours through smell, the loss of privacy, outlook, noise and overlooking.

Produces a positive relationship between buildings, street and spaces both existing

and proposed, where:

a) The layout of the development reduces opportunities for crime and antisocial
behaviour; contributes to improving community safety; and makes provision
for the management and maintenance of the development;

b) New streets are not dominated by vehicular traffic;

c) The layout of the development is legible, meaning it is easy to
orientate oneself and move through.

Contributes to the improvement of the public realm close to the development,
particularly sites close to town, district and local centres and other priority
regeneration areas by using high quality hard and soft landscape material and
street furniture; and where development is of a significant scale or prominence
makes provision for public art.

Is inclusive by considering the needs of those with disabilities, ensuring safe and
convenient access for all; and integrating affordable and supported housing with
market housing through tenure blind design to minimise social exclusion and
promote social integration.

Maximises opportunities for mixed use developments, particularly in town and
district centres; and encourage higher densities (50+ dwellings per hectare) where
appropriate.

Mitigates negative environmental impacts through sustainable design and
construction methods, resource efficiencies, particularly water and the provision of
facilities for waste recycling.

Adapts to the changing needs of the users and the changing climate over the
lifespan of the building.



