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Ref:  MHC/mw/1413
31st July 2014
Mr. D. Eaves, 
Planning Department.

Havant Borough Council,

Civic Offices, Havant,

Hampshire, PO9 2AX.

Dear Mr. Eaves, 
Re:- App/14/00542 

Broad Oak hotel, Copse Lane Hayling Island, PO11 0QB.
With regard to the above, we reply to you letter of 16th July 2014.
Closure date of the Hotel.

We have in our possession the 2004 Booking Register for the Hotel. The last entries are for the week commencing 5th July 2004.  Copy enclosed.  As this document is easy to fabricate, we suggest that you take this information on trust.
We also enclose a copy of the Council Tax Valuation Notice of 11th April 2005, where the building is rated as a house.  i.e. not a hotel.

Similarly a notice of refund of Council Tax, issued by Havant B.C. for non domestic rates, backdated to 5th April 2004.

Pearsons Marketing Campaign.

The hotel was marketed by Pearsons in 2005, following the closure, and again in 2007-2012. Copy letter 24th August 2005.  The only serious bidder to purchase was Messers Hillcrest, seeking a Change of Use to a rest home.  Planning application 06/50931/018 – refused – no sale.
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There was extensive advertising of the property in April 2009 – copy letter from Pearsons 21st April 2009.

We also have in our possession a number of letters from Pearsons, relating to below market value offers to purchase, which were declined by the owners, during the period 2011-2012. These include offer figures and are, we consider, commercially sensitive.
Fitness for Purpose.

It is our view that the hotel is not fir for purpose. We enclose a ‘Fitness for Purpose’ Statement, distilled from our ‘Marketing Statement’.

We are firmly of the view, that the use restrictions on the hotel use, in this remote location, are an unworkable combination that can not deliver a commercially viable business.

Site Boundaries.

Our clients Solicitors have confirmed that the Contact to Purchase includes the greater site L.R. SH33817. We therefore enclose an amended site location plan 1413/201-A showing such.

We trust the above and the enclosures are sufficient to clarify the issues.

As agents it is frustrating when we offered additional information a fortnight ago, to be given five days only, across a weekend, to source additional material from third parties.

Yours sincerely,
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Martin Critchley. Chartered Architect.
cc. Mr. B. Levy..






