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Executive Summary 

E1 Introduction 

El l A baseline ecological appraisal was undertaken for the site of a proposed material recovery and 

recycling facility at Howard's Yard on Hayling Island. 

E.l.2 The study was undertaken in order to idenlily any features preseni on site which are 

ecologically interesting or significant and v^rfiich may act as constraints or opportunities to the 

project; as well as to identify any further surveys which may be necessary and lo broadly oulline 

mitigation measures for potential impacts. 

E2 Findings 

E2-1 The desk-top study revealed a variety of protected or notable spedes in the locality, as well as a 

number of siles designated for nature conservation within 1.5km of the application site 

including the Pound Marsh B SINC adjacent to the site, This site has been designated because 

it frequently supports significant numbers of Brent geese, a qualifying feature of the nearby 

Chichester and Langstone Harbours Special Proteclion Area and Ramsar site. 

E2.2 The application site is dominated by hard-standing, containing a warehouse and storage sheds; 

there is a small area of ruderal dominated grassland to tbe north west of the site. The 

application boundary also contains a short hedgerow and an oak tree, both of which are 

scheduled for removal under the current proposals for the development, which will involve use 

of the site as a vehicle storage depot, and material recovery and recycling facility. 

E3 Evaluation 

E3.1 The ecological value of the application site is considered to be of importance within the zone of 

influence of proposed development only, l l is not considered likely that Brent geese using the 

nearby Pound Marsh B and Mill Rythe Lane Saltmarsh will be adversely affecled by increased 

disturbance from the development during its operational phase. However, there is a risk that 

noise emitted during construction works (e g concrete breaking) could lead to disturbance 

impacts on this species during the overwintering period. No other designated sites will be 

adversely affected. 

E3,2 The ruderal dominated grassland and hedgerow lo be removed provide potential habitat for a 

number of protected species These include: 

The grassland a l the nonhern end of the application site provides habilal of poor 

suitability for reptiles. However, the polential of this habitat lo support reptiles is 

enhanced by rubble and corrugated metal wilhin this area (which provide potential 

m 



Extended Phase I Habitat Survey Howard's Yard. Hayling Island January 2014 

UE-0137 Howards Yard Phase 1_3_ 140127 

shelter and hibernation opportunities for these species) and connecting areas of suitable 

habitat off-site; and 

The hedgerow within the af^lication site provides foraging and nesting habitat for a 

wide range of birds 

E4 Rvcommandations 

E4 1 Du« to the removal of potential lerrestnal habitat suitable for reptiles, tt is recommended thai 

precautionary dea'ance measures are earned oul under ecological supervision, during the 

active season for these species, prior to development of the site lr>dicative methods are 

proposed 

E4 2 There is a mature oak tree vnth the potential for use by roosting bats withm an area of hard-

standing at the northern site boundary This tree will be retained during and post-development, 

and hence will nol be affected by proposals for the site No further surveys are considered 

necessa'y 

E4.3 It IS recommended lhal vegetation clearance is nol carried out during the bird nesting season 

(March to September). If clearance becomes necessary between these times, a survey should be 

carried out for active nests prior to the commencement of works 

E4,4 A noise survey carried out on the site suggests that operational noise levels will nol exceed 

those currently caused by traffic passing the site. Therefore, no disturbance impacts to 

ovenwntonng Brent geese using the surrounding fields are predicted However, lo avoid 

potential disturbance during the construction phase, it is recommended lhat site preparation 

and ground works are carried out outside the overwintering season. The overwintering season 

includes the months of October to March. 

E4 5 The development proposals for the application site itself do not provide scope for ecological 

enhancements within the boundary, however, additional enhancement recommendations are 

given to contribute lo biodiversity gain within the area surrounding the site. 

E5 Conclusions 

ES 1 ll IS concluded that the proposed scheme is unlikely to lead to significant ecological impacts or 

permanent loss of biodiversity value if the current landscaping proposals and recommended 

mitigation and precautionary measures are implemented 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 B a c k g r o u n d 

I . M This repor t presents 3 basel ine ecological appraisal of a p r o p o s e d deve lopment at Howard 's 

Yard, Mi l l Rythe Lane, Haylmg Island in Hampshire (Grid Reference 472550, 101077). 

1.1.2 The study was under taken in order t o ident i fy any features present o n site which are 

ecological ly interest ing o r significant and which may act as conslratnts or oppor tun i t ies t o the 

p roposed bu i l d ing works, and to consider the need for lurther surveys and avaiiable mi t igat ion 

measures for potent ia l impacts. T o meet this need , an Ex tended Phase 1 Habi tat Survey of the 

site and sur rounding area was under taken, involving a desk study of available ecological 

records da la and a walkover si le survey o n 14 January 2014 b y an expenenced ecologis l . 

1.2 Object ives 

1.2.1 The approach t o establ ishing the ecolog ica l baseline found wi th in this report has been 

achieved i h rough : 

A desk study involving a review of records of habitats and species f rom the local area 

(1.5km radius f t o m the centre of the site); 

A n Extended Phase 1 Habi tat survey (lEA, 1995) ident i fy ing the species and main habitats 

o n the site and the presence of, or potent ia l for, p ro tec ted and/or notab le species; and 

A prel iminary assessment of the nature consen/al ion value of the si te and surrounding 

habitats. 

1.2.2 The basel ine in format ion was then used t o fulf i l the fo l lowing object ives: 

Idenl i f ica l ion of any fealures present o n site which are ecological ly in teres l ing or 

significant and which may act as constraints or oppor tun i t ies t o the p roposed 

deve lopments ; and 

Ident i f icat ion of any further surveys which may be necessary and t o broadly outl ine 

mi t iga t ion measures for po tent ia l impacts. 

1.3 Site Descript ion 

1.3.1 The appl icat ion si te is Howard's Yard. Mil l Rythe Lane, Hayl ing Island in Hampshire. The si le is 

hard-s landing, conta in ing a warehouse and s iorage sheds and has been used for a number of 

years as a car d ismant l ing and scrap meta l site (operations had been d iscont inued at the t ime of 

survey). The site sits wi th in a commercia l and industrial area which is also occup ied by a number 

of mar ine businesses. The land t o the west and soulh west is short grazed grassland, with 

agricultural f ields further to the south . The land t o the east and south east is hard-standing and 
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industrial unils. To ihe north of the site Is an area of woodland. Beyond the industrial estate to 

the east is the Emsworlh channel, which forms part of the Chichester and Langstone Harbours 

Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar site, 

1.3.2 The application site is shown outlined in red in Figure 1.1. 

1.4 Proposed Activities 

1.4.1 The proposed new development for the site is a vehicle storage depot, and material recovery 

and recycling facility. This will involve the operation of vehicles and recycling and storage of 

materials and spoil, the majority of which will arise from road repair contracts. The proposals 

would also involve installing two number twenty-ton hot boxes that would store tarmac for use 

on a daily basis, and the storage of plant, signs and barriers. 

1.4.2 Under the current proposals the hard-standing, main warehouse and metal fencing w/hlch 

surrounds the site will remain in place. To facilitate the development a hedgerow to the north 

end of the application boundary Is scheduled for removal. The area of ruderal dominated 

grassland also to the north is proposed for development as an extension to the existing car 

park. 

1.4.3 The general arrangement of the site post-development Is illustrated on Figure 1.2. 
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2 Survey Methodology 

2.1 Desk Study 

2.1.1 A desk-based study was undertaken t o examine pub l i shed informat ion and bio logical records 

f rom wi lh in the search area (site cent ro id plus 1.5km). The desk study establ ished the presence 

of any des ignated sites of nature conservation interest, or records of p ro tec ted /no tab le species 

within the site and its surrounding area. This informat ion was co l lected f rom the fo l lowing 

sources: 

The ' M A G I C (Mult i -agency Geograph ic In format ion for the Countryside) websi te: 

vYww.mdflit.gQv.uk; and 

fe Hampshire Biodiversity in format ion Cent re (HBIC). 

2.2 Ex tended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

2.2.1 A n Ex lended Phase 1 Habitat Survey of the site was undertaken o n 14 January 2014 by an 

exper ienced eco log is l . Weather condi t ions were mi ld and still, w i th no c loud cover or 

prec ip i ta t ion, 

2.2.2 Wi th in the survey area every parcel of land was classified, recorded and m a p p e d in accordance 

wi th a list o f ninety speci f ied habi tat types (Joint Nature Conservation Counci l , 1993), using 

standard colour codes. This allows rap id visual assessment of the extent and dist r ibut ion of 

d i f fe ren i habi tat types. Target notes were used l o provide supplementary informat ion on 

features which are particularly interest ing or significant t o specific construct ion proposals, or too 

small t o map, or t o prov ide add i l iona l delai ls, for example re la l ing t o species compos i t i on and 

structure, 

2.2.3 This basic me thodo logy was ex lended t o also prov ide mo re detai ! in relat ion t o habitats wl lh 

po len t ia l t o suppor t rare or p ro tec led fauna, as descr ibed by Inst i tute of Environmental 

Assessmenl (lEA, 1995). The assessment of habi la t suitabil i ty for p ro tec ted , rare. UK o r Local 

BAP species wi l l b e based o n current best pract ice guidance such as tha i presented in the 

Herpetofauna workers' manual (Genl and Gibson 1998) and Bat Surveys, G o o d Practice 

Guidance (Bat Conservat ion Trust 2012), 

Scope of the survey 

2.2.4 The buffer zone for the desk study was se l al 1,500m - a distance within which any features 

likely to be a f fec led by the p roposed deve lopmen l w o u l d be ideni i f ied, 

2.2.5 The Ex lended Phase 1 Habi tat Survey focused on the appl ica l ion sl le as shown a l Figure 1.1; 

adjaceni habitats were also surveyed in order to place the appl icat ion site in its ecological 

context . This area is referred l o wi lh in this documen l as i he 'wider survey area'. 
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Evaluation criteria 

2.2.6 Habitats and species we-e evaluated where possible in relation to a geographical frame of 

reference, l a. international value being most Important, then national, regional, county, dlslncl, 

local and lastly, within the immediate zone of influence of the proposals only {based on 

guidance from ihe Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Managemeni (CIEEM), 

2006) 

2 2 7 Value judgements are based on vanous characteristics lhat can be used to identify ecological 

resources or features likely to be of importance to biodiversity These include site designations 

(such as Sites of Speoal Soentific Interesl (SSSI)), or for undesignated features, the size, 

conservation slatus (locally, nationally o' mtetnaiionally importanO. and ihe quality of the 

ecological resource In terms o l the latter, 'quality' can refer lo habilats (for instance If they are 

particularly diverse, or a good example of a specific habilat tyF>e), olher features (such as 

wildlife corridors or mosaics of habitats) or species populations or assemblages 

2.3 Limitations 

2.3.1 Populations of animals and plants are often transient in nature and a single survey visit can only 

provide a general indication of species preseni on site. Time of year when the survey was 

carried ou l and olher variations will influence the results of the survey (e.g, it is possible that 

some flowering plant species which flower al other limes of the year were not observed) 

2.3.2 The survey was carried oul al an acceptable time of year for a sun/ey of ils kind when most plant 

species will be visible and identifiable. No biological survey can guarantee lhat all cues and 

Signs of protected or notable species will be recorded, but the authors are confident that the 

key indicators ol these species being present on site were noted The possibility nonetheless 

exists for other speaes to be preseni on the site which were not recorded or otherwise 

indicated by the survey 

2.3.3 See Appendix 111 for general Legal and Technical Limitations which apply lo ihis document 

2.4 Pertonnel 

2 4 1 The site survey was carried out by Sam Potiier BSc (Hons) MSc AClEEM, who has three years' 

professional consullancy experience of carrying oul Extended Phase 1 Habitat and prolecled 

species sun/eys. 
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Results 

3.1 Desk Study 

Landscape setting 

3,1.1 The survey area is in the Soulh Coast Plain and Hampshire Lowlands' The landscape character 

of the Natural Area is split between the generally open, often featureless landscape of the 

coaslal plain and the more varied inland landscape. The coastal plain includes several large 

coastal inlets or harbours of distinctive individual character, as well as the large urban 

conurbations around Southampton and Portsmouth, The cenlre of the Natural Area Is 

dominated by the extensive tidal basins of Portsmouth, Langslone and Chichester Harbours. 

The characler of these harbours is very varied. Portsmouth Harbour has a heavily developed 

shoreline with the dock-yards and associaled industrial development dominating the landscape. 

At the olher extreme the undeveloped shoreline of Chichester Harbour provides a tranquil 

respite from the nearby developed areas, with picturesque harbour side settlements typically 

clustered around small boatyards while numerous moorings and marinas dot the harbour 

(Jonathan Cox Associales, 1997). 

Statutory and Non-statutory 5^e Designations 

3,1 2 The desk-top study revealed a number of sites designated for nalure conservation wllhin 1.5km 

of the application site, These include Chichester and Langstone Harbours Special Prolection 

Area and Ramsar site and the Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC). The two 

harbours are also separately designated as nationally importani Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI). There are two Local Nature Resen/es (LNR) within the search area as well; see 

Table 3,1 and Figure 3.1. 

3.1.3 There are 28 Siles of Importance for Nature Conservation {SINC) within 1,5km of the site. The 

majority of these are designated due lo the presence of habilats which ate used by dark-bellied 

Brent geese, which are a qualifying bird species for the Chichester and Langslone Harbours 

SPA and Ramsar. A map of SINCs within 1.5km of the sile Is shown in Figure 3.2. 

Tablo 3.1: Nearby site designations 

Site name 1 Location Description 

Chichester and 
Langstone 
Harbour SPA 
and Ramsar 

70m north 

easl 

This site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) by 

supporting populations of European importance of the following 

species listed on Annex I of the Directive: 

Little tern Sterna a/bifrons, sandwich tern Sterna sandWcensfs, little 
egret Egretta garzetta, bar-lailed godwit Limosa lapponica, ringed 
plover Charadnus h/ad'cu/a, black-tailed godwit Limosa limosa 

' h t tp7 /wwwj i f l i u fdeo f l l f l nd .Q ig .uk fou fyMfk faM^^ 

m 
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Si te name 

Solent 

M a r i t i m e S A C 

Chichester 

Harbour SSSI 

Langs tone 

H a r b o u r SSSI 

Hayling Billy 

LNR 

Gutner Point 

LNR 

Locat ion I D e s c r i p t i o n 

islandica. dark-bellied Brent goose Sranta bernicfa hernicla, dunlin 

Calidris alpina alpina, grey plover Pluvialis squatarola, redshank Tringa 

totanus, ringed plover Charadrius hiaticula. 

The area qualif ies under Art ic le 4.2 of the Directive C79/409/EEC) by 

regularly suppor t ing at leasl 20,000 water towl . 

70m north The Soleni and i ls inlets are unique in Britain and Europe for their 

east hydrographic reg ime of four t ides each day, and for the complexi ty of 

the marine and estuanne habitats present within the area. Sediment 

habitats within the estuaries inc lude extensive estuarine flats, o f ten 

wi th Intertidal areas suppor t ing eelgrass Zostera spp. and green algae, 

sand and shingle spits, and natural shorel ine transitions. The mudflats 

range f rom low and variable salinity In the upper reaches of the 

estuaries t o very shel lered almost fully marine muds in Chichesler and 

Langstone Harbours. 

Solent Mari t ime is the only site for smooth cord-grass Spartina 

a/ternifJora In the UK and is one of only two siles where signif icanl 

amounts of small cord-grass S, mar i t ime are found. It is also one of the 

few remain ing sites for Townsend 's cord-grass S. x townsendi i and 

holds extensive areas of common cord-grass Spartina angiica. The 

Solent also contains the second-largest aggregat ion of At lant ic salt 

meadows in soulh and south-west England. 

73m nor th Chichester Harbour is a large esluarine basin In which at low water 

east extensive m u d and sandflats are exposed, dra ined by channels which 

unite l o make a c o m m o n exit t o the sea. The si le is of particular 

signif icance for w in ter ing wi ldfowl and waders and also breed ing birds 

bo th w l lh in the Harbour and in the surrounding permanent pasture 

fields and woodlands. There Is a wide range of habitats which have 

impor tan t p lant communi t ies 

1.2km Langstone Harbour Is a t idal basin which at h igh water resembles an 

west almost land locked lake. A l low water extensive m u d flats are exposed, 

dra ined b y three main channels which unite l o make a common and 

narrow exit t o the sea. The harbour includes one of the largest areas of 

m ixed sallmarsh o n the south coast, and exlensive cord-grass Spartina 

anglica marsh in an advanced state of degenera t ion . The Site of 

Special Scientif ic Interesl inc lud ing Farl ington Marshes, a peninsula of 

grassland and marsh on rec la imed t idal silt p r o l e c t e d by a sea wall; 

and a similar b u t much smaller area at Soulhmoor in the north-east of 

the harbour, 

1,1km A f fo rded Local Nature Reserve status in 2010, this o ld route of the 

nor th Hayl ing Billy train provides beaut i fu l views of o n e of the most unspoil t 

west sections of Langstone Harbour, and is a great place to spot rare plants, 

830m Grassland, sallmarsh and inter- t ldal mud land extending into 

nor th east Chichester Harbour. 
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Site name I Location 1 

Gutner Farm 1km north 

SINC HV0108 easl 

Gutner Lane 1 2km 

Meadow SINC north east 

HV0113 

Hayling Billy D 900m 

SINC HV0064 west 

Hayllng 700m 

Secondary soulh 

School Playing 

Field SINC 

HV0091 

South of Daw 200m 

Lane D SINC north 

HV0085 west 

Hayling Billy C 960m 

SINC north 

HV0065 west 

Long Marsh 1 2km 

HV0066 north 

west 

Pill Box Field 1 2km 

SINC north 

HV0067 v^esl 

North Copse, 1km north 

Havant SINC east 

HV0098 

Plot 6114 1 3km 

South of north 

Knott's Marsh west 

SINC 

HV0068 

Pound Marsh B 60m 

SINC HV0093 south east 

Tournerbury 890m 

Farm B south east 

SINC HV0104 

A site which regularly supports numbers ol dark bellied Brent geese 

Branta bernicia bemicla. 

Semi-natural coaslal and estuar ine habi lats, including sallmarsh, 

miert idal mudflats, sand dunes, shingle, brackish ponds, graz ing marsh 

and mari t ime grasslands DThe site also regularly supports numbers of 

dark be l l ied Brent geese 

A sne which regularly supports numbers of dark be l l ied Brent g M t e 

A site whtch regularly suppor ts numbers of dark be l l ied Brent geese 

A site which regularly supports numbers of dark be l l ied Brent geese 

A site which regularly supports numbers of dark be l l ied Brent geese. 

Semi-natural coastal and estuarine habi lats, inc lud ing saltmarsh, 

intert idal mudflats, sand dunes, shingle, brackish ponds , grazing marsh 

and mar i t ime grasslands Supports d iv ided sedge Carex divisa, 

c o m m o n gtasswort Salicomia europaea agg, see w o r m w o o d 

Sepiph id ium mar i l imum and sea mayweed Tnploseprmum mar i l imum. 

Semi- improved grasslands which reiain a significant elerrwnt of 

un improved grassland 

Anaen t . semi-natural wroodlands 

Grassland which has become impover ished through inappropr ia te 

management but which retains sufficient e lements of relic un improved 

grassland t o enaWe recovery 

A site which regularly supports numbers of dark be l l ied Brent geese. 

A site which regularly suppor ts numbers of dark be l l ied Brent geese. 
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Site name Location j 

Hayling Billy !.3km 

Line north 

SINC HV0072 west 

Mill Rythe Lane IOOD 

Saltmarsh south easl 

SINC HV0095 

Hayling Billy E 900m 

SINC west 

HV0063 

Tournerbury 500m 

Farm A SINC south east 

HV0099 

Hayling Billy G 1.1km 

SINC soulh 

HV0061 west 

South of Daw 520m 

Lane A SINC north 

HV0079 west 

Mill Rythe 600m east 

Holiday Village 

SINC 

HV0107 

West of North 760m 

Hayling V SINC north 

HV0088 

South of Daw 675m 

Lane H SINC south 

HV0073 west 

South of Daw 512m 

Lane C SINC north 

HV0078 ; west 

Landfill 1.3km 

Meadow SINC south 

HV0060 west 

Saltmar^ Lane 1.5km 

ESINC south 

HV0057 west 

A site which supports divided sedge Carex divisa. 

Semi-natural coastal and estuarine habi lat, which may include 

saltmarsh, intert idal mudflats, sand dunes, sfi ingfe, brackish ponds. 

grazing marsh and mari t ime grasslands. The site also regularly 

supports numbers of dark be l l ied Brent geese 

A site which regulaHy suppor ts numbers of dark be l l ied Brent geese 

A site which regularly suppor ts numbers of dark be l l i ed Brent geese. 

A site which regular ly suppor ls numbers of dark be l l ied Brenl geese, 

saltmarsh, intert idal mudflats, sand dunes, shingle, brackish ponds, 

grazing marsh and mar i t ime grasslands. The site supports dark be l l ied 

Brenl geese, spiny restharrow Ononis spinosa and sea mayweed. 

A site which regular ly suppor ts numbers of dark be l l ied Brent geese. 

A site which regularly supports numbers of dark be l l i ed Brenl geese. 

A site which regular ly suppor ts numbers of dark be l l ied Brenl geese. 

Semi-natural coaslal and estuarine habitat which may include 

saltmarsh, inlertldal mudflats, sand dunes, shingle, brackish ponds, 

grazing marsh and maritime grassland. The slle supports pale flax 

Linum bienne. 

A site which regular ly suppor ls numbers of dark be l l ied Brent geese. 
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S i te name 

V e m e r 

C o m m o n W e s t 

SINC 

H V 0 0 8 7 

Fields & 

Sal tmarsh 

Sou th o f Copse 

Lane SINC 

H V 0 0 9 6 

Hay l i ng Bil ly F 

SINC 

H V 0 0 6 2 

W e s t o f N o r t h 

Hay l i ng P SINC 

H v o l 0 2 

Locat ion I D e s c r i p t i o n 

220m 

nor th 

west 

630m 

nor th east 

920m 

west 

A Slle which regularly supports numbers of dark bellied Brent geese 

Sranfa bernicia bemicla. 

Semi-natural coastal and estuarine habitat , wh ich may i ndude 

saltmarsh, intert idal mudflats, sand dunes, shingle, brackish ponds , 

grazing marsh and mar i t ime grasslands and regularly supiports 

numbers of dark be l l ied Brent geese Branta bernicia b e m i d a . 

A site which regularly supports numbers of dark bellied Brent geese 

Sranta bernicia bemicia 

1 Skm A site which regulady supports numbers of dark bellied Brenl geese 

north east Branta bernicia bemicla. 

Existing records of rare, protected or notable species 

3.1.4 Biological records were ob ta ined f rom the desk study search area which are summarised in 

Table 3.2 

Table 3.2: Relevant recent records of rare/protected species recorded within 1.5km of 

the centroid position 

G r o u p Spedes P ro tec t i on 

Stone cur lew Burhinus oedicnemus, woodlark Lulluia Birds D i r ,Ax . l , UKBAP, 

arborea. HBAP. W A C A Sch 1 

Black-throated diver Gavia arctica, red-backed shrike Birds D l r , / ^ 1 , UK BAP, 

Lanius col lur io W A C A Sch 1 

Dar t ford warbler Sylvia undata, honey buzzard Pernis Birds Dlr .Ax.1, HBAP, 

apivorus, hen harrier Circus cyaneus, little tern Sterna WACA Sch 1 

a'bifrons, Mediterranean gull Larus me/anocepha/us, 

merlin Faico columbarius, Slavonian grebe Podiceps 

auritus. 

Common kingfisher Alcedo atthis. marsh harrier Circus 

aeruginosus, great northern diver Gavia immer, osprey 

Pandion ha'iaetus, peregrine Fa/co peregrinus, pled avocel 

/?ecurvifosIra avosetfa, ruff Phi/omachus pugnax. 

Bar- lai led godw i t Limosa lapponica, l i t t le egre t Egrerta 

garzetta, 

Arct ic tern Sterna paradisaea. barnacle goose Sranta 

leucopsis, common tern Sterna h i rundo, ruddy shelduck 

Tadorna ferruginea, Sandwich tern Sterna sandvi'cens/s 

Birds Dir./Vx.l, W A C A 

Sch 1 

Birds Di r .Ax,1,HBAP 

Birds Dir.Ax,1 

l!li •1 
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Cuckoo Cucutus canorus, starling Sternus vulgaris, wryneck UKBAP 

Jynx torqurJfa, cuHew Numenius arquafa, house sparrow 

Passer domeslicus. lesser redpoll Cardue/is cabaret, 

yellowhammer Embenza citronella. 

C o m m o n grasshopper warbler Locustella naevia, corn UKBAP, HBAP 

bun t i ng Errrberiza calandra, tree sparrow Passer montanus, 

lapwing Vane'lus vanellus. skylark A lauda arvensis, song 

thrush Turdus ph/ lomelus, spo t ted flycatcher Musocapa 

srnata 

W A C A Sch 1. UKBAP, 

HBAP 

Greater scaup Aythya mania. Common scoter MelaiMtia 

nigra 

Hobby Fa/co subbuteo. g o l d e n p love ' P/uvialis apncana, W A C A Sch 1, HBAP 

firecrest Regu/us ignicdP''/a. Black-tai led godwAt Limosa 

fapponica 

Bam owl Tyto a'ba, b ramb lmg Fnngil la mont i f rmgi l la, W A C A Sch 1 

greenshank Tnnga nebu/ana, garganey Anas quercuedula, 

green sandpiper Tringa ochropus, long- ta i led duck 

C/angu/a hyemalis. Fieldfare Turdus pilaris, redw ing Turdus 

i/iacus, wh imbre l Numenius phaeops 

Dunlin Calidris alpina. red breasted merganser Mergus HBAP 

serralor, sanderting Calidns alba. 

Pipistrelle (not idenlified to species) Pipistrellus sp 

Seroline Eptesfcus serotinus 

Soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus 

Brown long-eared bat Plecotus auntus 

Stag beet le Lucanus cervus 

August thom Ennomos querdnana, beaded chestnut 

Agrochola lychnidis. blood vein Ttmar>dra comae, brindled 

beauty Lycia hirtaria, cinnabar Tyna jacobaeae, crescent 

Celaena leucostigma, dark spinach Pe'urga comitata, dot 

moth Melanchra persicariae, dusky brocade Apamea 

remtssa, feathered gothic Tho/era decimalis. galium carpel 

Epirrhoe galiata, garden tiger Arcfia ca/a, gorse knot-horn 

Pempelia genistella. green-brindled crescent Allophyes 

oxyacanthae. hedge rustic Tho/era cespitis, knot grass 

Acronicla rumicis, lackey Ma/acosoma neustna, large 

wainscoat Rhizedra lutosa, minor shoulder knot 

Brachylomia viminalis. mottled rustic Caradrina Morpheus, 

Habs Dir.Ax.2. W A C A 

Sch.Sful l 

Habs Dir A x 2, W A C A 

Sch 5 ful l . HBAP 

Habs Dir.Ax 2, W A C A 

SchSfu l l , UKBAP. HBAP 

Habs Dir.Ax 2. WACA 

Sch 5 ful l . UKBAP 

Habs Dif Ax.2, UK BAP, 

HBAP, NS 

UK BAP 

m 12 
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Reptili 

Birds Dir.Ax, 1 

Habs.Dir,Ax,2 

NR 

NS 

UKBAP 

HBAP 

WACA Sch.X 

mullein wave Scopuia marginepunctata, oak hook lip 
Watsonalia binaria, oak lutestring Cymatophorima diluta, 
powdered quaker Orthosia gradfis, rosy rustic Hydraecia 
micacea. rustic Hoplodrina blanda. sallow Xanihia icteritia, 
shaded broad-bar Scotopteryx chenopodiata, small 
emerald Hemistola chrysoprasaria, small heath 
Coenonympha pamphi/us, small square spot Diarsia rubi, 
streak Chesias legatella, Iree-lichen beauty Cryphia algae, 
wall Lasiommata megera. white admiral Limenitrs camiffa, 
white erniine Spilosoma lubricipeda 

Buttoned snout Hypena rostra/is, grass eggar Lasiocampa HBAP 
trifolii. 

Dark crimson underwing Catocala sponsa. UKBAP. HBAP 

Townsend's cord grass Spartina maritima x a/lernifJora = S. UK BAP, NS 
x ( o w n s e n d i J , 

Curved hard grass ParaphoUs incurve, dwarf eelgrass 
Zostera no/tei, eelgrass Zostera marina, glasswort 
Saiicornia pusi//a x ramosissima, golden samphire Inula 
crithmoides. green-winged orchid Orchis morio, one-
flowered glasswort Saiicornia pusilia, stiff saltmarsh grass 
Puccineilia rupestris. 

Divided sedge Carex divisa, Slender hare's ear Bupleurum 
tenuissimum. 

Adder Vipera berus, common lizard Zootoca vivipera. 

HBAP, NS 

UK BAP, HBAP, NS 

WACA Sch.5 partial, UK 
BAP 

Birds Directive 2009/147/EC Annex 1 

Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC Annex 2 

Nationally Rare 

Nationally Scarce 

UK Biodiversity Aclion Plan 2007 

Hampshire Biodiversity Action Plan 1998 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Schedules 1, 5 (fully or partially protected) 6 or 8 

••3 
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3.2 Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

3.2 1 The following Phase 1 habitats were identified within the wider survey area al the locations 

shown on the Phase 1 habitat map given at Appendix I Desaiplions of these habitats are 

separated into those which fall withm the application site boundary and those withm the wider 

survey area, which allows habitats affected by the proposed developmenl lo be identified j rKi 

placed wtlhin a wider ecotogical context 

Hard-standing, 

B'oad-leaved, semi-natural woodland; 

Buildings, 

Hedgerows, 

Scattered trees; 

Semi-improved grassland; 

Coastal grassland; 

Inter-tldal mudflats; and 

Saltmarsh 

The application site 

Buildings and hard-standing 

3.2.2 The land within the application site boundary Is almost entirety hard standing containing a large 

warehouse and several open, corrugated melal storage buildings. The majority of the site is 

surrounded by a high metal fence, although the south western boundary is lormed of a 

breezeblock wall, separating i l from land owned by the Hayling Yacht Company. 

3.2.3 The mam warehouse on the site is a metal building virith a concrele base The roof of the 

building is well sealed and not considered suitable for roosting bats The building has well 

sealed uPVC window and door fiames (which do not have gaps suitable for roosting bals), 

alongside several large entrances vmth corrugaled melal shutters The entrances have gaps 

potentially allovnng access mto the warehouse Interior. At the base of one of these entrances 

on the north easl fadng side of the warehouse are two piles of little owl Athene nodua pellets 

and splashing (Target Note 1). The bhck base of the warehouse is m good repair and does not 

provide cracks Suitable for roosting bals 

3 2 4 The Interior of the warehouse was open to the 'Oof wilh no roof void The roof itself was melal 

over metal beams which were not considered suitable for 'ooslmg bals and the walls are also 

constructed from sheet metal. To the northern end of the building is a newly convened area, 

this has wooden beams and breeze block walls all of which are new, very well sealed and not 

considered suitable for roosting bals. 

m 
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3.2.5 The store sheds around the perimeter of the site are also constructed of metal cladding built 

around a metal frame Although occasional gaps are present between the metat cladding and 

frame, these are exposed to the elemenls and likely to have widely ftuctualmg daytime 

temperatures due lo healing by the sun, making ihem unsuitable as bai roosts. 

Grass/and 

3.2.6 There is a ruderal dominated area of rough grassland to Ihe west of the existing car park 

(Target Note 2) Grasses present include pe'enmal rye-grass Lolium perenne and couch 

Arrhenarherum elatius However, the area is dominated by ruderat species such as prickly ox­

tongue Picris echioides, 'agwon Senecio jacobaea, dantJelion Taraxacum agg, nbwort plantain 

Plantago lanceolata and aeepmg ihisile Cirsium arvense The area also contains several piles of 

l ipped rubble and corrugated metal. The sward height in this area is variable and, although of 

k)w suitability, provides potential habitat for widespread reptiles such as common lizard or slow 

worm Rubble piles and sheel metal also provide potential hibernation, basking and shelter 

opportunilies for reptiles It is therefore considered lhat there is a low nsk of reptiles being 

present on the site 

3 2 7 The area of ruderal dominated grassland gives way to semi-improved grass verges running 

along Mill Rylhe Lane. Species present include, couch Arrhenalherum elatius, ragwort, prickly 

ox-tongue, creeping buttercup, cleavers Galium aparine. dandelion, common mallow Malva 

sylvestris and butterbur Petasifes hybridus. 

Hedgerows and scattered trees 

3,2 8 There is a hedgerow of semi mature trees {Target Note 3). to the west of the existing car park 

which separates il from Ihe grassland described above Species preseni Include oak Quercus 

spp, field maple Acer campesire and cypress Cupressus spp The uees are semi-mature and do 

not conlam features suitable for use by rooslmg bats such as rol holes or cracks m irunk or 

limbs However, the Ireos do provide suilable bird nesting habitat and a disused nest was 

recorded al the souihem end of the tree line 

3 2 9 At the northern end of Ihe car park is an oak Iree (Targel Nole 4) There are numerous features 

present which provide potential habitat for roosiing bals mdudmg; aacks within major llrnbs, 

lihed bark and a targe split in the trunk. A tirtle owl was observed lo leave Ihe Iree during the 

survey, allhough no cavities suitable for nesting were observed from the ground. Proposals for 

the Site will see this tree being left m situ within a landscaped area post-development. 

1? 
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Plate 1: The majori ty o l the appl icat ion site is hard- Plate ? A large wan 

standing 

the cenlre of the site 

Plate 3 Metal d a d , open f ron ted storage sheds Plate 4 Warehouse interior 

Plate 5: Little ov^ pel lets and splashing (TNI) . Plate 6: Ruderat domina ted grassland and rubble 

piles t o the west of the exist ing car park fTN2) 
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Plate 7: Immature tree line to the west of the car 

park (TN3). 

The wider sun/ey area 

Broadleaved semi-natural woodland 

Plale 8: Mature Ivy clad oak tree to the northern 
corner of the existing car park CTN4), 

3.2.10 

3.2,11 

3.2.12 

l!li 

To the north of the application site boundary on the olher side of Mill Rythe Lane Is a small 

woodland (Targel Nole 5). The ground flora Is dominated by ivy Hedera helix wilh abundant 

bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. scrub aiso present. The majority of the trees were in good 

condition, however, an oak tree adjacent to Mill Rylhe Lane had a number of features suilable 

for use by roosting bats including dead, split limbs and rot holes. A number of bird species 

were observed In the woodland, including nesting rooks Corvus frugilugus and foraging blue lit 

Parus caeruleus, robin Erithacus rubecu/a and great tit Parus major. The woodland also provides 

potential hibernation and sheller opportunities for reptiles and amphibians. 

Grass/and 

To the easl of the application site is an improved grassland field currenlly being used as pasture 

for sheep and donkeys. The grass is very short grazed and not considered to have the slructure 

or heighl to provide suitabte habilat for reptiles. Forb species preseni included occasional 

buttercup, creeping thistle, clover Trifotium spp and ribwort plantain. Although the very short 

nature of the sward hampered identificalion, grasses recorded included perennial rye grass 

Lolium perenne and bents Agrostis spp. The grassland provides suitable foraging habilal for 

dark-bellied Brenl geese Branta bernicia. which are a qualifying feature of the Chichester and 

Langstone Harbours SPA/Ramsar, Although no geese were observed using the pasture, large 

flocks of dark-bellied Brenl geese were observed foraging in grassland to the west of Havanl 

Road, 

Scattered frees 

A line of four mature oaks is located to the north east of the appiicalion boundary. These are 

mature specimens, surrounded by Industrial units. The trees are considered lo have moderate 

to high bat roosting potential due to significant cracks, rot holes, dead wood and ivy dadding, 

However, the trees could only be assessed from a disiance due to access restrictions. 
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.3,2.13 There is also a mature oak within the pasture to the west o f thc application site (Target Nole 6). 

This tree is In good condition with some cracks and dead, minor limbs providing moderate 

opportunities for roosting bals 

Hedgerows 

3.2.14 There is a hedgerow to the soulh western boundary of the application site which screens the 

applicalion site from the surrounding fields. Woody species include semi-mature or immature 

field maple, hazel Cory/us ave//ana, and blackthorn Prunus spinosa Blue tits and great lits were 

observed foraging m the hedgerow and a disused nest, possibly that of a blackbird or thrush 

was observed. The hedgerow also provides potentially suitable terresirlal habitat for 

hibernating or sheltering amphibians, 

3.2.15 There is also a maiure hedgerow/tree line which screens the wider survey area from Havant 

Road. This contains maiure field maple, hazel and blackthorn wilh occasional maiure, standard 

oak trees present along Ils length. A number of the mature oak trees have moderate lo high bat 

roosting potential due to the presence of dead wood, rol holes, significant cracks or crevices 

and ivy dadding. 

Other habitats 

3.2.16 To the south of the application site is a large arable field fTargel Nole 7) currently under 

cultivation for Srassica. The field Is designated as a SINC (Pound Marsh B) as It frequently 

supports large numbets of dark-bellied Brenl geese. To the west of Pound Marsh B SINC Is an 

area of coastal and floodplain grazing marsh also designated as a SINC. This is known as Mill 

Rylhe Lane Saltmarsh (Target Note 8) and Is designaled due to the presence of. "semi-natural 

coastal and estuarine habilat, which may Include saltmarsh, inlertidal mudflals. sand dunes, 

shingle, brackish poniJs, grazing marsh and maritime grasslands" (HBIC 2014), The sile also 

regularly supports numbers of dark bellied Brent geese. 

3.2.17 Beyond the yards of the Hayling Yachtbuilding Company lies Chichesler Harbour, This area 

coniains inlertidat mudflals and areas of sallmarsh which are bolh BAP Priority Habitats. This 

area supports inlernationatly importani assemblages of waterfowl and waders, including little 

egret Egretta garzetta and red-breasted merganser Mergus serrator which were both observed 

in the harbour during the survey. Priority habitats close to the sile are presented in Figure 3.3. 

Plate 9: Broad- leaved woodland to north fTN5). Plate 10: Short, improved pasture grassland. 
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Plate 11: Mature oaks outside the north eastern 

appl ica l ion site boundary. 

Plale 12: Large, ma iu re oak within pasture 

grassland t o the south west of appl icat ion 

boundary (TN6). 

Plate 13: Screening hedgerow l o the south western Plate 14: Screening hedgerow a long Havant Road, 

appl icat ion boundary. 

Plale 15: Arable Srass/ca f ie ld south of appl icat ion p ig je t 6 : Chichester Harbour, 

site boundary fTN7). 

m 22 
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Evaluation 

4 .1 I n t r o d u c t i o n 

4.1.1 This sect ion evaluates the appl ica l ion site in terms of the habitats and species present or 

potent ia l ly present on site or ils immedia te vicinity, in the context of relevant legislation and 

p lanning policy. See Append ix II for a review of ihe legislat ion and p lanning context . 

4.2 Designated Sites 

4,2,1 The proposals for the deve lopment are cons idered unlikely to have an adverse ef fec l on the 

habitats wi th in any of the stalutory and non-statutory sites descr ibed In Section 3.1 of this 

report . However, bo th the Chichester and Langstone Harbours SPA and a number of the SINCs 

(most notably the Pound Marsh B and Mil l Rythe Lane Saltmarsh which are adjacent to the sile). 

are des ignated for the b i r d assemblages which they support . Potential impacts on Individual 

species or groups of species which may arise as a result of the proposals are discussed in 

Secl ion 4,5 of this repor t . 

4 .3 Ove ra l l Eco log ica l Impor tance of t h e A p p l i c a t i o n Site 

4.3.1 The appl icat ion site Itself Is predominant ly hard-standing, containing sheet metal storage sheds 

and a large warehouse. There is a small area of ruderal domina ted , rough grassland to the 

northwest corner of the appl icat ion boundary A n Immature hedgerow and a mature oak in 

poor cond i i ion , bo th of which are scheduled t o be removed under the current deve lopment 

proposals, are loca led at the northern e n d of the appl icat ion boundary. The ecological value of 

the appl icat ion site is cons idered l o be of Importance within i he zone of Influence of p roposed 

deve lopment only. 

4.4 Habitats 

4-4,1 The major i ty of the appl icat ion si le is hard-standing of negl ig ib le ecological importance. N o 

rare or p ro tec ted p lant species were recorded In the ruderal dom ina ted grassland a l the 

northern e n d of the site and l l is n o t considered likely that these are present. 

4.4.2 The hedgerow and mature oak also located at i he nor thern e n d of i he site, which are l o be lost, 

are cons idered l o b e of impor tance wi th in the zone of p roposed deve lopment only, be ing 

c o m p o s e d of relatively common and widespread tree species. 

4.4.3 As shown in Figure 3.3, sensll ive habitats of conservation Importance are present within the 

wider survey area, particularly the sallmarsh and coaslal f loodplain and grazing marsh located 

easl of the sl le b e y o n d the yacht bu i ld ing yard. However this habitat Is considered unlikely l o 
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be affected by the proposals for the site, being separated from it by areas of hard-standing and 

industrial units and warehouses 

4,5 Spedes 

4.5.1 Although ^ e affecled hablats are not considered lo be of significant value they have the 

potential to support a number of rare or protected species Prolecled and Biodiversity Action 

Plan species or groups present or potentially p-^esent within the a'ea affected by the proposals 

for the application site tndude: 

Reptiles, 

Bats; 

Nesting and foraging birds; and 

Overwintering birds. 

Reptiles 

4.5.2 The ruderal dominated grassland to the northern end of the application site boundary has low 

potential lo support reptiles, as the majority of the area tacks the vegetation slructure 

considered most suitable to support reptiles (tussocky grassland) However, the presence of 

adjacent habitat, in the form of hedgerows and woodland which may provide suitable shelter 

opportunities for widespread reptiles, particularty stow worms Anguis fragilis increases the 

likelihood thai i l Is used by reptiles. Furthermore, the presence of rubble and piles of 

corrugated melal provide shelter and basking opportunities which could be exploited by 

repliles 

4 5.3 The data search yielded a record for a common lizard 0 8km north of the site m 2002. There is 

also a record of an adder from 1,2km soulh west Irom 2006. 

4.5.4 Further surveys for reptiles are not considered necessary due to the small exlenl and tow 

suitability of grassland habitat lhal will be affecled by ihe proposed developmenl. There is a 

low risk of repliles being preseni on site However, as a precautionary measure, it 

recommended that dearance of the ruderal dominated grassland shoutd be camed oul under 

ecological supervision (as described m Section 5 of this report), to prevent incidental harm lo 

any reptiles which might be present desptle the generally low suitability of this area for these 

speoes 

4 5,5 The application site, being almost entirely comprised of hard-slanding is of very poor suitability 

for foraging bats, however, the woodland to the north and grazing marshes further east beyond 

the Site boundary are likely lo support good numbers of invertebrate prey species 

4 5 6 A thorough inspection of atl ihe buildings wilhm the application site boundary was earned out 

An external assessment showed no fealures suitable for use by roosting bats such as hanging 

tiles or cracits and crevices associated wilh fascias or weatherboards. Although there were small 

m •'1 
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gaps between the corrugated roof and melal frames of some of the storage sheds on the sile, 

these are considered lo be unsuitable for roosiing bats due lo wide temperature fluduatlons as 

the metal warms and cools. 

4.5.7 The inlernal inspection of the buildings found no signs associated with bat occupancy such as 

feeding remains, droppings or staining. There were potential access points into the main 

warehouse associated wllh gaps above large metal shuUers, However, the Interior of this 

building had no roof void or Interior cladding lhal could be used by roosting bats and does nol 

provide a foraging resource, Allhough the floor of the warehouse had bean recenlly swept, an 

inspection of window sills, (which had nol) piovided no evidence of roosting bats such as 

staining, droppings or feeding remains, 

4.5.8 However, ihe maiure oak lo ihe northern corner of the current car park area has numerous 

leaiures which could provide suitabte roosts for bats These include a large longitudinal aack in 

the main trunk, rol holes and crevices associaled with missing branches and significant Ivy 

cladding v^hich may obscure further roosting opportunities. This tree Is to be retained in situ 

during and post-development; no Impacts to any roosiing bats which may be using the tree are 

predicied. 

4.5.9 As the buildings within the application boundary are considered to be of negligible suitability 

for roosting bals it Is not considered lhat further survey o l the buildings prior to the 

commencemenl of works Is necessary. 

Nesting and foraging birds 

4.5.10 The hedge'ow and oak tree within the applicalion site boundary provide suitable habilal for 

nesting birds. Including BAP species such as song thrush Turdus philomelus and house sparrow 

Passer domesticus which have been recorded m the area. A disused nest was recorded within 

the hedge a l Target Nole 3 and a little owl was observed perching on the oak at Target Note 4, 

Little owls are predominantly a tree nesting spedes and, although no suitable nesting cavities 

were seen, these may not be visible from the ground and it Is suggested that a precautionary 

approach is taken, 

4.5.11 Although there is evidence that a ledge above one of ihe warehouse entrances Is being 

frequently used by a little owl (piles of pellets and splashing) i l is not considered lhat this is a 

nesl. Little owls generally nest in holes in trees and the small ledge above the enlrance does 

nol provide a suilable nesl site, 

4.5.12 Due to the presence of suilable nesting habitat il is recommended that any vegetation or tree 

removal is undertaken oulside the bird nesting season. The main bird nesting season runs from 

the beginning of March until the end of September, If vegetation clearance is necessary 

between these dales then a survey for active bird nests should be carried out by an ecologist 

immediately prior to clearance. 

Overwintering birds 

4.5.13 Areas around the site, particulariy ihe Pound Marsh B (Target Nole 7) and Mill Rylhe Lane 

Saltmarsh (Target Note 8) SINCs are known to be used by dark-bellied Brenl geese. This 
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spedes Is a qual i fy ing feature of the Chichester and Langstone Harbours SPA and as such their 

f eed ing areas, which are o f ten b e y o n d the SPA boundary, are also p ro tec ted A l though the 

proposals for deve lopment of the site w o u l d n o l tead l o any di rect impact on geese or their 

fo rag ing habi tat there is concern that a change In use of the site and works dur ing construct ion 

may lead to disturbance Impacts. 

4.5.14 A noise leve! survey carried out in January 2014 (Airt ight and Noisecheck, 2014) t o assess noise 

Impacts caused b y rubb le crushing and veh ide movements conc luded that the normal 

operat iona l noise levels will be be low the current background noise levels caused by traffic on 

Havant Road t o the west of the site The assessment focused o n assessing noise effects to the 

closest residential proper ty , which Is approximately 170m f rom the locat ion of the crusher and 

80m from the site enlrance. The closest Brent goose stte is located approximale ly 60m f rom the 

site boundary. 

4.5.15 The crusher will be comple te ly encased by an enclosure compr is ing railway sleepers and a 

mela l f rame, which will offer sound at tenuat ion, as will the exist ing 3.9m high fence which will 

be reta ined as part of the new deve lopment . As a result i t is n o t cons idered that further survey 

work or precaut ionary measures are necessary t o protect fo rag ing, overwinter ing birds dur ing 

the opera t ion phase, 

4.5.16 The report also raises the point that "the site used to be used as a car scrappage site and this 

type of work would have produced higher noise levels than the background noise levels 

measured during this procedure. This type of noise would have been very loud and 

intermittent." 

4.5.17 There Is less certainly over the po len l ia l d isturbance e f f e d s caused dur ing the const rud ion 

phase of the deve lopmen l . The major i ty of the site Including substantial areas of hard-standing 

and the main warehouse wi l l b e reta ined within the new scheme. However. It is ant ic ipated that 

a degree of concrete break ing and g round works will be requi red dur ing deve lopment of the 

new car park ing area. It is therefore r ecommended that consl ruc l lon works are undertaken 

ou ls ide of i he ovenwintering pe r i od l o ensure there can be no disturbance impacts t o this 

species dur ing the construct ion phase. Brenl geese general ly arrive In the UK in O d o b e r and 

depar t the fo l lowing March*^, hence works shou ld be undertaken b e l w e e n Apri l and Sepiember, 

Other protected species 

4.5.18 The s i le does not provide sui lable hab l ia l for badgers, ot ters, water voles, dormice or any other 

rare or p r o t e d e d mamma l ^ e c l e s . N o records for any mammals o lher than ba ls were returned 

by the da la search and no further surveys are necessary. 

4.5.19 The majori ty of the sl le, be ing hard-standing, is unsuitable for great crested newts dur ing their 

terrestrial phase. A l t hough the ruderal domina ted grassland has some suitability for h ibernat ing 

amphibians due to the presence of rubb le piles it Is cons idered likely lha t the brackish nalure of 

ephemera l wa le rbod les in such close proximi ty t o the estuary will b e unsuitable for breed ing, 

There are ponds further inland but these are separated fi^om i he si le b y the busy Havanl Road 

and i l is h ighly unlikely that newts wou ld disperse f rom these p o n d s and o n i o the si te. There are 

hiipy/ww^.rspb.cjrg^utoyild^ 
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no records of great crested newts Tniurus cristatus from within 1 5km of the applicalion site and 

no further survey is considered necessary. 

4.5.20 The site Is considered unlikely to provide habilal for rare or proleded Invertebrate ^ e d e s due 

lo a tack of floral diversity. Although there are numerous records for stag beetles within the 

area, this species is associated with rotting dead wood which is not present within the 

application site boundary, therefore no further surveys are considered necessary 



extended Phase 1 Hab<lai Su-vey: Howard's Yard, Haylmg Island January 2014 

UE-0137 Howards Yard Phase 1_3_ 140127 

Recommendations 

5.1 Further Ecological Surveys and Precautionary Measures 

5.1.1 The fo l lowing species / groups wilt require the imp lemen la l ion of precaut ionary measures prior 

lo or du r i ng the deve topment of the site: 

Repti les; and 

Nesting and overwintering birds. 

Repti les 

5.1.2 Due t o the low risk of rept i les be ing present wi th in the area of ruderal domina ted grassland to 

the nor th of the site a precaut ionary approach is r ecommended t o avoid ki l l ing or injuring 

repl i les dur ing cons t rud ion . Precautionary clearance of i he ruderal dom ina led grassland should 

be carr ied o u l dur ing the ad ive rept i le season and under ecological supen/ision. Clearance 

should be carr ied out fo l lowing a m e t h o d statement and should Include the fo l lowing; 

H a n d searching and removal of rubb le pi les and co r ruga led metal sheets. 

Sequential s t r lmming of vegetat ion t o a height of Scm above g round level (care should 

be taken not t o al low the b lade/s l r immer wire to make c o n t a d w l lh the ground). 

S l r imming should be carried o u l in a westerly d i r e d i o n , l o encourage any repl i les tha i 

may be preseni l o move Into appropr ia te surrounding habitat . 

O n c e st r imming Is c o m p l e l e d the vegetat ion shou ld be managed in such a way so as t o 

ensure i l remains unsuitable for re-colon is ati o n by repti les. 

These works should be carried out by, or under the supervision of, an ecoiogisl. 

Nesting and Overwinter ing Birds 

5.1.3 Suilable b reed ing b i r d habitat occurs around i he site In hedges and trees, l l Is recommended 

tha i negat ive i m p a d s o n b reed ing birds are avo ided by under tak ing t ree removal works ouls ide 

of the b i r d breed ing season. Works In these areas should therefore be carr ied out be tween 

September and early February, Removal o f other habitat should aiso be undertaken sensitively 

( lo avo id po len l ia l Impads l o other spedes) ouls ide of the b i r d b reed ing season, 

5.1.4 To avoid disturbance impacts l o overwinter ing Brent geese, It is r ecommended that 

construct ion (other than tree clearance) is undertaken be tween Apri l and September, ouis ide 

the season when this species may be presen i In the surrounding fields, 

5.1.5 Any cons t rud ion works under taken wi th in i he b i r d b reed ing season where sui lable b i r d 

b reed ing habi tat exists will require a site check for b reed ing birds b y a suitably qual i f ied 

ecologist . This should take p lace no more than two days pr ior t o commenc ing const rud ion. 

This is t o ensure that no disturbance t o a d i v e b i rd nests occurs. If a nest is f ound , the nest must 
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be cordoned off and works adjacent to the nest must be delayed uniil such time that the chicks 

have fledged from the nesl. This should be supervised by a suitably qualified ecologist 

5,2 Generic Mitigation 

5.2.1 Generic miligation is proposed lo address polential impads to ecological receptors of which 

are not covered by the above recommendations. Mitigation measures can be based on 

Avoidance through re-location, re-design or changes in the conslrudion programme 

(e.g. carrying out works oulside of bird breeding season); 

Reduction by lessening the severity of an impad which cannot be avoided (e.g. eroding 

an exclusion fence for repliles around the works area); and 

Compensation through habilal creation or enhancement. 

5.2.2 The following generic mitigation should be carried out as part of the proposed scheme 

alongside any mitigation measures which may be required as a result of the surveys described 

above: 

It is important, where construdion works are located within hard standing areas, lhal 

impads to any adjaceni features (e.g. grassy verges, woodland ground layer and hedges 

which may be of ecological valuel due to adivities such as siorage of malerials or vehicle 

movements are also avoided. 

Slandard sile procedures, as recommended by the Environment Agency (such as 

Pollution Prevention Guidelines 5 - Works and Maintenance in or Near Water), will be 

required to ensure that no contaminants or effluent are released into nearby aquatic 

environments. 

Removal of hedgerow and trees/shrubs and should be kept to a minimum, possibly by 

fine-tuning the scheme design, The connedivily of hedgerows and between areas of 

woodland and scrub should be maintained wherever possible to prevent fragmentation 

(this wilt benefit nesting birds and bats for example). 

Avoiding the use of external lighting, or keeping its use to the minimum required for Its 

intended purpose. Where external lighting is to be provided, it should be low-level, 

diredional lighting wllh minimal spill and glare, and consideration should be given to 

reduced hours of operation and/or a movement responsive system of conlrot (ihis wiW 

benefit bats for example). Particular consideralion should be given l o the woodland to 

the north of the applicalion boundary and the mature oaks to the east. Due lo the 

foraging and roosting potential inherent in these fealures dired lighting should be 

avoided If possible, 

British Standard and/or Nallonal Joint Utilities Group Guidelines (NJUG)^ should be 

followed at atl times during construdion when working in close proximily lo trees or 

shrubs which are to be retained. According to NJUG Guidelines the root proledion 

zone or precautionary area (P.A ) is 4x the circumference of the trunk (circumference is 

' The British Slandard, BS S837:2005; Trees in relation to Consiruaion Recommendations; and Nalional Joint Utilities Group: 

Guidelines for the Planning, Installation and Maintenance o i Utilily Services in Proximity to Trees (April 1995) 
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measured around the trunk at a height of l.Sm above gtound level). The distance is 

measured from the centre of the trunk to the nearest part of any excavation or other 

work. A separate tree survey has been carried oul for the proposed development and 

works should be undertaken in accordance wilh the recommendations therein. 

All excavalions lefl overnlghl should be provided wilh a ramp to enable easy escape of 

badgers, hedgehogs and other fauna, 

5,3 Enhancements 

5.3,1 The site Is currently of very low ecological value, and the currenl proposals for the developmenl 

leave little scope for ecological enhancements within the application site boundary. However, 

the following enhancements to the pasture grassland lo the west of the site, which is under the 

same ownership as the slle, could be considered: 

The margins of the pasture could be left unmanaged. This would provide suilable habitat 

for reptiles and an Increased level of ecological connectivity in the area. Consideration 

could also be given to the conslruclion of a hibernaculum at the field boundary which 

would provide hibernation and shelter opportunities for reptiles and amphibians. 

A little owl box could be placed in the targe oak tree within the pasture field. This would 

provide additional nesting habitat for owls which are known to be present in the wider 

area and are thought lo be declining In the UK". 

Allernallvety, the eredlon of bat boxes on this tree could be considered instead. Boxes 

suilable for species recorded locally (e.g Pipistrelle) such as 2F Schwegler boxes would 

be suitable for this site, consideration could also be given to larger boxes suilable lor 

hibernating bals. Bat boxes should ideally be localed south facing foefween south easl 

and soulh west), dose lo vegetation and above 5m. l l should be noted that, if an owl box 

is ereded, bat boxes should not be as they are polenlial prey items. 

' hnp /̂ www.blQQtg/birdlrBDdŝ COy/wqtaQWjhtml 
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Conclusions 

6.1 Introduction 

6.1 1 A basel ine ecological appraisal was undertaken for the site of a p roposed materiai recovery and 

recycl ing facility at Howard 's Yard on Hayl ing Island, 

6.1.2 The study was under taken in order to identi fy any features preseni on si te which are 

ecological ly interest ing or signif icant and which may a d as constraints or oppor tun i t ies t o the 

p r o j e d ; as wel l as to Identify any further surveys vi/hich may b e necessary and to broadly oul l ine 

mi l iga l ion measures fo r potent ia l Impads . 

6.2 Findings 

6.2.1 The desk- lop study revealed a variety of p r o t e d e d or no lab le species In the localily, as well as a 

number of sites des ignated for nature conservation wi th in 1.5km of the appl icat ion site 

Including the Pound Marsh B SINC adjacent l o the site. This site has been des ignated because 

it frequentty suppor ts significant numbers of Brent geese, a qual i fy ing feature of the Chichester 

and Langstone Harbours SPA/Ramsar, 

6.2 2 The appl icat ion site is d o m i n a l e d by hard-s landing conta in ing a warehouse and storage sheds; 

there Is a small area of ruderal dom ina led grassland l o i he nor th west of the s i le . The 

appl icat ion boundary also contains a short hedgerow and an oak tree, b o l h of which are 

scheduled (or removal under the currenl proposals for the deve lopment which will involve use 

of the sl le as a vehicle s iorage depo t , and material recovery and recycl ing facility. 

6.3 Evaluation 

6.3.1 The ecological value of the appl icat ion site is considered t o be of Importance within the zone of 

inf luence of p roposed devetopment only, l l Is not cons idered likely lhat Brent geese using the 

nearby Pound Marsh B and Mil l Rythe Lane Sallmarsh wi l l be adversely a f f e d e d by increased 

d is turbance f rom the deve lopmen l dur ing i ls operat ional phase. However, there is a nsk that 

noise em i t t ed du r i ng cons t rud ion works (e.g concrele breaking) cou ld lead to disturbance 

i m p a d s on this species d u n n g the overwinter ing per iod . N o o ther des igna led sites will be 

adversely a f f eded , 

6.3.2 The ruderal d o m i n a l e d grassland and hedgerow to be removed provide po len l ia l habitat for a 

number of p r o t e d e d species. These include: 

The grassland at the northern end of the appt ical ion site provides habitat of poor 

suitabil i ty for repl i les. However, the potent ia l o f ih is habi tat t o support repti les is 

enhanced by rubb le and cor rugated metal w l lh in this area (which prov ide potent ia l 
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shelter and h ibernat ion oppor tun i t ies for these species) and c o n n e d m g areas of suitable 

habi tat off-site; and 

The hedge row within the appl icat ion site provides foraging and nesting habi tat for a 

w ide range of birds. 

6.4 R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 

6.4.1 Due lo ihe removal of po lenf la l terrestrial habi tat sui lahle for repti les, i l is r ecommended thai 

precaut ionary clearance measures are carried out under ecological supervision, dur ing the 

a d i v e season for these species, pr ior to deve lopmen l o f the site. Indicative methods are 

p r o p o s e d 

6.4.2 There is a mature oak tree w i lh the potent ia l for use b y roost ing bats within an area of hard-

standing at the northern site boundary. This tree wilt be retained dur ing and post -deve lopment , 

and hence will not be a f f e d e d b y proposals for the si te. N o further sunireys are considered 

necessary 

6.4.3 It Is r ecommended that vegetat ion clearance Is not carried out dur ing the b i r d nest ing season 

(March to September) , If clearance becomes necessary be tween these t imes a survey shou ld be 

carr ied out for a d i v e nests pr ior t o the commencemen l of v«)rks. 

6.4.4 A noise survey carr ied out o n the si le suggests that operat ional noise levels will not exceed 

those current ly caused by traffic passing the site. Therefore, no disturbance i m p a d s t o 

ovenAoniering Brent geese using the surrounding fields are p r e d i d e d . However, t o avoid 

po len l ia l d isturbance dur ing i he cons t rud ion phase, i l is r ecommended that site preparat ion 

and g round works are carr ied out outs ide the overwinter ing season. The overwinter ing season 

includes the mon lhs of O d o b e r to March. 

6.4.5 The deve lopment proposals for the appl icat ion site itself d o n o t prov ide scope for ecological 

enhancements within the boundary. However, addi t ional enhancement recommendat ions are 

g iven t o he lp improve the biodiversity of the area surrounding ihe si le. 

6.5 Conc lus ions 

6,5,1 l l is conc luded lhat the p roposed scheme Is unlikely l o lead lo signif icanl ecological impacts or 

permanent loss o f biodiversi ty value if the current landscaping proposals and recommended 

mi l iga t ion and precaut ionary measures are imp lemen ted . 
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Appendix I: Phase 1 Survey Maps 
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Appendix II: Legislation and Planning Context 

Legislation 

Genera/ 

The ma*n legislative insiruments for ecological protection in England and Walea ate the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 (WaCA, as amended), Countiyside and R»ghis of Way Acl 20O0 (CRoW, as amended). Nalural Environment and 

Rural Communities ACT 2006 (NERC) and the Consen/alion o l Habilats and Species Regulations 2010 (the Habitats 

Regulations). 

WaCA 1981 consolidated and amended pre-existing national wildlife legislation m order to implement the Bern 

Convention and the Birds Directive. It complements the Habitats Regulationa, offering protection to a wider range of 

species than the latter. The A d also provided for the designation and p'otedion of nationally Important corvsen/ation 

sites o l value for their floral, faunal or geological features, termed Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Schedules 

of the aCT list protected species of flora and fauna, as well as invasive species, and delail the possible offences that 

apply to these species 

The CROW A d 200 amended and strengthened existing wildlife legi5latior> detailed in the WCA. It placed a duty on 

government departmenls and the National Assembly for Wales to have regard for biodiversity, provided inceased 

powers tor the proieaion and maintenance of SSSI, and created a right of access to parts of the countryside. The Act 

contained lists of habitats and species (Section 74) for which conservation measures should be promoted. In 

accordance with the recommendations of the Convention on Biological Diversity (Rio Earth Summit) 1992. 

The NERC A d 2C06 consolidated and replaced aspects of eariter legislation, Sertion 40 of the A d places a duty 

upon all local authorities and public bodies in England and Wales to promote and enhance biodiversity m all of their 

funCTions- Sections 41 (England) and 42 (Wales) list habitats and species of principal importance to the consen/ation 

of biodiversity. These lists supersede Section 74 of the CRoW A d 2(XX), These species and habilats are a malerial 

consideration in the planning process. 

The Habitats Regulations 2010 consolidate and update the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c,) Regulalions 1994 and 

all ils various amendments. The Regulaiions are the principal means by which Ihe EEC Council Dirodive 92/43 (The 

Habitats DlreCT've) as amended is transposed into English and Welsh law, and place a duty upon the relevant 

authority of government lo Identify sites which are of importance to the habitats and spectes listed m Annexes I and 11 

of Ihe Habllals Diredlve, Those sites which meet the criteria are. In conjundion with the European Commissio'i, 

designated as Sites of Community Importance, which are subsequently identified as Special Areas of Consenration 

!SAQ by the European Union member slates. 

The Habitats Regulations also piace a duty upon the government to maintain a register of European proteCTed sites 

designated as a result of EC Dlredive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds (The Birds Difedive). These sites 

are termed Special Protedion Areas (SPAJ and, in conjundion with SACs. form a network of sites known as Naiura 

2000. The Habitats Diredwe introduces for the first t ime for proteCTed areas, the precautionary principle; lhal is that 

projects can only be pemiitted having ascertained no adverse eHed on the Integrity of the site. Projects may still bo 

permitted if there are no alternatives, and there are impe-atlve reasons of overriding public inte-^est. 

The Habitats Regulalions 2010 aiso provide fo ' the prolecllon of individual spectes of fauna and flora of European 

conservation concern listed m Schedules 2 and 5 respeCTively, Schedule 2 includes species such as otter and great 
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crested newt for which the U< population represents a significant proportion of the total European population. It is 

an offence to deliberately kill, injure, disturb or trade these species. Schedule 5 plant species are protected from 

unlawful destrudion, uprooting or trade under iho regulations. 

Badgers 

3adgGrs are listed under Schedule 6 of the WildMe and Countryside Act which grants ihem partial praieciion. This 

protedion Is extended by the Protection of Badgers A d 1992 (Badger A d ) which makes It an offence to take, injure 

or kill a badger, interfere with a sett, sell cr possess a hve badger, or mark or nng a badger without a licence. Under 

the Act disturbance ts illegal without a licence. Natural England has published guidelines to be adopted when 

delermtning whether an aCTivily is 'disturbing' i.e, a licence is required when, for example, usmg heavy machinery 

(generally tracked vehicles) within 30m cf any entrance t o an active sett. Licences ate not normally issued durtng lha 

badger breeding season (December - June inclusive) 

Bats fChiropteraj 

Bals and their roosts are fully p 'Oieaed by prelected by the Wildlife and Countryside ACT 1981 (and subsequent 

amendments) and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulalions 2010, and seven species of bats are UK 

Biodiversity Ad ion Plan priority species. The legislation makes it an offence to: 

Intentionally kill, injure or take a bat. 

Possess or control a live or dead bat, any part of a bat, or anything donved from a bat. 

Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruCT access to any place that a bat uses for 

sheller or proledion. This is taken to mean all bat roosls whether bais a'e present or not. 

Intentionally or recklessly distu-b a bat while It is occupying a slrudure or place that it uses for 

shelter or proteCTion, 

Make a false statement in order to obtain a licence for bat work. 

Birds 

Birds are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1991 las amended). This legislation makes it an offence lo 

intentionally kill, injure or take away any wild bird. It is also an offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild 

bird while it is in use or being built or to take or destroy the egg of any wild bird- In addition, certain species are 

listed on Schedule 1 of the WCA (such as kingfisher Alcedo atthis). This makes it an additional offence to intentionally 

or recklessly distu'b the aduKs while they are in and around iheir nesl or intenlionally or recklessly disturb Ihei' 

dependent young. Such species are considered to be in greater need of legal protedion or of high nature 

conservation priority. 

A list of birds of consen/atton concern is sel out within "Red' and "Amber" lists (RSPB, 2009), Birds on the Red list are 

those of high consen/ation concern and include common and widespread species which have experienced steep 

declines in numbers, such as the house sparrow Passer domesficus and starling Sfurnus vulgaris. Birds on the Ambe* 

list are of medium conservation concern and include species stilt considered to be common and widespread such as 

dunnock Prunella modularis. 

Dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius) 

Dormouse is fully pioteCTed by tha Wildlife and Countryside ACT 1981 (and subsequent amendments) and the 

Conservation of Habilats and Species Regulations 2010. The legislation makes it an offence to: 

Intentionally kill, injure or take a dormouse 

• Possess or control a live or dead dormouse, any part of, or anything denved from a dormouse. 
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Inlentionaliy or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruCT access to any place that a dormouse uses 

for shelter o ' protedion. 

Intentionally or -ecklessly distu'b a dormouse while it is occupying a struCTure or place that i l uses 

for shelter o i proteCTion 

Great crested newt (Trrturus cristatus; GCN) (and natterjack toad Bufo calamita) 

GCN la fully proteCTed by the Wildlife and Couniryside ACT 1981 (and subsequent amendments) and the 

Cor'servation of Habitats and Spaces Regulations 2010, Tho legislation makes i l an offence to: 

Intentionally kill, injure or lake a GCN. 

Possess or control a live or dead GCN, any pan ol , or anything denved from a GCN. 

Intentionally or recklessly damage, dealtoy or obsiruCT access to any place that a GCN uses tor 

shelter or protection. 

Intentionally or recklessly disturb a GCN while it is occupying a strudure or place that it uses fo ' 

shelter o ' proteCTion. 

Otter Cutra lutra 

Otter Is fully proteded by the Wildlife and Countryside ACT 1981 (and subsequent amendments) and the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010- The legislation makea il an offence lo ; 

' Intentionally kill, injure or take an otter. 

Possess or conlrol a live or dead otter, any part of, o ' anything denved from an otter, 

Intentionally or recklessly damage, daatroy or obslruCT access to any place that an otter uses for 

shelter or proleCTion. 

Intenlionally or recklessly disturb an oitat while it is occupying a strudure or place that It uses for 

shelter or proted'on, 

Repliles 

The four comrnon speoes (slow-worm Anguis fragilis, common lizard Zootoca viwpara, adder Vipera faerus and grass 

snake Natnx natrix) are partially proleCTed under the Wildlife and Countryside ACT 1981 (as amended). They are 

proteCTed agamsl mteniional killing and injuring and trade (i.e. sale, barter and exchange, transporting for sale and 

advertising to sell ot buy). The handling and translocation of these reptiles does not requite a licence. 

Smooth snake Coronella austnaca and sand lizard Lacerta agi'is are lully proteCTed by the Wildlife and Countryside 

ACT 1981 (and subsequent amendments) and ihe Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. The 

legislation makes It an offence lo ; 

' Intentionally kill, injure ot take a smooth snake or sand lizard. 

Possess or control a live or dead smooth snake or sand lizard, any part of, or anything denved from 

a smooth snake or sand lizard. 

Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruCT access to any place that a smooth snake or 

sand lizard uses for shelter or protedion. 

* Intentionally or recklessly disturb a smooth snake or sand lizard while it is occupying a strudu'e or 

place that il uses for shelter or proledion. 

Water vole Arvicola terrestris 

Water vole is fully proteded by the Wildlife and Countryside A d 1981 (and subsequent amendments). The 

legislation makes rt an offence to: 

Intentionally kill, injure or take an otlor. 

ni = 



Extended Phase 1 Hab.lat Survey Howard's Yard, Haylmg Island January 2014 

UE-0137 Howards Yard Phase l_3_ 140127 

Possess or control a live or dead olter. any part of, or anything derived from an oiier 

Inieniionally o ' recklessly damage, destroy or obslrud access to any place thai an otter uses for 

shelte* or proteCTion, 

Intenlionally or recklessly disturb an otter while i l is occupying a struCTure or piace that i! uses for 

shelter or protection. 

Woods ACT 19S9 / Ragwort Conf rof ACT 2003 

This legislation provides for orders to be made for control whe'e notifiable weed species such as ragwort are said to 

be a problem. Tha aCT does not make it illegal lo have ragwort (or othe* weed species) on your land, make It illegal to 

allow ragwort to spread, or fo^ce landowners aulomaiically to control it. However, if DEFRA is satisfied thai there are 

•njurrous weeds to which this ACT applies growing upon any land it may serve upon the occupier ol lha land a notice 

in writing requinng them, wiihin tha time specified m tha notice, to take auch aCTion as may be necessary to proveni 

ihe weeds from spreading. 

Planning context 

National Planning Policy Framework (Section 11: Conserving and enhancing the natural environment) 

The National Planr\ing Policy Framework [NPPF), published m March 2012, outlines the Government's commitment lo 

ihe conservation of wildlife and natural features It is concerned with: 

Protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, geological conservation interests and soils; 

Recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; 

' Minimising impaCTs on biodiveraity and providing net gains in biodiversity where possible. 

contributing to the Govemmenf's commilmenf to halt the overall decline in biodiversity, including 

by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current & future pressures, 

• Preventing both new and existing development from contributing to or being put af unacceptable 

risk from, or being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of soil, air, water or noise pollution or 

land instability; and 

Remediating and mitigating derailed, degraded, derelict, contaminated and unstable land, were 

appropriate. 

The NPPF requires that local planning authorities set criteria based policies agamsl which proposals for development 

on or affeding proteCTed wildHe or geodiversity sites or landscape areas can be judged. DIstlnCTlons should be 

made between the hierarchy of international, national and locally designaled sites, so that protedion Is 

commensurate with their slatus and gives appropriate weight to their importance and the contribution that ihey 

make to wider ecological networks. 

To minimise impaCTs on biodiversity and geodiversity, the NPPF atates that ptanning policies should; 

plan for biodiversity at a landscape-scale across local authority boundaries; 

' identify and map components of the local ecological networks, including the hierarchy of 

mtemationaf, national and locally designated sites of importance ior biodiversity, wildlife corridors 

and stepping stones tbat connoCT them and areas identified by local partnerships for habilat 

restoration or creation; 

promote (ho preservation, restoration and re-creation of pnonty habitats, ecological networks and 

rhe proleCTion and recovery of priority spedes populations, linked to national and local targets, 

and identify suitable indicators for monitoring biodiversity in the plan; 

aim to prevent harm to geological conservation inreresfs; and 
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where Nature Improvement Areas are identified m Local Plans, consider specifying the types of 

development that may be appropriate m these Areas 

When determining planning applications, local planning authorities ahould aim to conserve a^d enhance biodiversity 

by applying the following principles: 

if signjficanf harm resulting from a developmenf cannot be avoided (through heating on an 

afternallve site wifh less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated 

for, then planning permission should be refused; 

proposed development on land within or outside a Site of Special Scientific Interest likely to have 

an adverse effect on a Site of Special Scientific Interest (either individually or in combination with 

ofher developments) shouid not normally be permitted Where an adverse effeCT on the site's 

notified special interest fealures 'S likely, an exception should only fae made where rhe bsnefifs of 

the development, at this site, clearly outweigh both ^e impacts that it is likely to have on the 

features of the site that make it of special scientific interest and any broadar impaCTs on the 

national nefworic of Sites of Special Scientifrc Interest; 

development proposals where the primary objective Is to conserve or enhance biodiversity should 

be permitted, 

opportunities to incorporate biod/verslty in and around developments should be encouraged; 

planning permission should be refused for development resulting in the loss or deterioration of 

iiieplaceable habitats, inc'uding ancient woodland and the loss of aged or veteran trees found 

outside ancient woodland, unless the need lor. and benefits of, the development in that location 

dearly outweigh the loss; and 

the following wildlife sites should be given the aamo protoction as European sites: 

-pofeniiai Special Protection Areas and possible Special Areas of Conservation; 

- listed or proposed Ramsar sites; 26 and 

- sites identified, or required, as compensatory measures for adverse effects on European sites, 

potential Special Protection Areas, possible Special Areas of Conservation, and listed or proposed 

Ramsar sites. 

The policlea wiihm the NPPF (and additional guidance contained within Circular 06/2005) are a material planning 

consideration. 

UK Biodiversity Action Plan Designations aryd Birds of Conservation Concern and Red Data Book Listings 

Nolo that BAP deaignations and status as RSPB Birds of Conservalion Concern or Red Data Book species does not 

offer any further legal protection, but planning authorities are required to prevent these species from bemg adversely 

affeCTed by development m accordance with National Planning Policy and the CROW and NERC Acts. 

The United Kingdom 8iod^forsily ACTion Plan {UKBAP), first published in 1994 and updaled in 2007, is a government 

Iniiiative designed to implement the requirements o f the Convention of Biological Diversity to conaen/e and enhance 

species and habilats. The UKBAP contains a list of priority habitats and species of consorvalion concern in the UK, 

and outlines biodiversity initiatives designed to enhance their conservation status, Liaia and Broad and Local habitats 

are also included. The priority habitats and species correlate with those listed on SeCTion 41 and 42 of the NERC ACT, 

The UKBAP requires that conservation of biodiversity Is addressed al a County level ihrough tho produdlon of Local 

BAPs. These are complementary t o the UKBAP, however are targeted towards species of conservation concern 

charaCTeristic of each area. In addition, a number of local authorilies and large organisations hava produced their 

own BAPs, UKBAP and Local BAP targets with regard to species and habitats are a material consideration in the 

planning process. 
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Appendix ill: Legal and Technical Limitations 

This report has been p repared by Urban Edge Environmental Consulting Lid (UEEC Ltd) with atl 

reasonable skill, care and d i l igence within the terms of the c o n t r a d made wi th the Client t o 

under take this work, and tak ing into account the Informat ion made available by the Client. N o 

other warranty, expressed or imp l ied , is m a d e as l o the professional advice inc luded in this report 

or any other services p rov ided by us, 

UEEC L i d disclaims any responsibi l i ty l o the Client and others In r e s p e d of any matters ouls ide 

the scope of this con t rad . This report Is conf ident ia l l o the Cl ient and is not t o be disclosed l o 

th i rd part ies. If d isc losed t o th i rd part ies, UEEC L i d accepls no responsibi l i ty of whatsoever 

nature to th i rd part ies t o whom this repor t , or any part thereof, is made known. Any th i rd party 

relies upon the contents of this report at their own risk and the report is not to be rel ied upon by 

any party, olher than the Client wi thout the prior and express wr i t ten agreement of UEEC L td . 

The advice p rov ided in this report does not const i tute legal advice. As such, the services of 

lawyers may also be considered to be warranted. 

Unless otherwise s ta ted In this report , the assessments made assume lhat the sites and facilities 

that have been cons idered in tfiis report wi l l cont inue t o b e used for their current p lanned 

purpose w i lhou t signif icant change. 

Al l work carried out in p repar ing this repor t has ut i l ised and is based upon UEEC Ltd's current 

professional knowledge and unders tanding of currenl relevanl UK standards and codes, 

technology and legislation. Changes in this legislat ion and gu idance may occur al any l ime in the 

future and may cause any conclusions to become inappropr iate or Incor red . UEEC L td does n o l 

accept responsibi l i ty for advising the Cl ienl or o lher interested parties of the f a d s or implications 

of any such changes; 

This report has been p repared using factual in formal ion conta ined in maps and documenls 

p repared by others. N o responsibi l i ty can be accep led by UEEC L td for the accuracy of such 

in format ion; 

Populat ions of animals and plants are o f ten transient In nature and a single survey visit can only 

prov ide a general indicat ion of spedes presen i on site. T ime o f year when the survey was carried 

out and o ther variations wi l l also inf luence the results of the survey (e.g. It Is possible that some 

f lower ing p lant species which f lower at other t imes of the year were not observed). Whi le no 

b io log ica l survey can guarantee that ati cues and signs of p ro tec ted or notab le spectes will be 

recorded, the authors are conf ident that key indicators of these species be ing present o n site 

were no ted . The possibi l i ty nonetheless exists for other species t o be present on the site which 

were n o l recorded or otherwise Indicated by the survey. 

Any works undertaken as a consequence of the recommendal lons p rov ided within this report 

shou ld be s u b j e d e d to the necessary heal lh & safely checks and full risk assessments. 
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