Date: 29 October 2013
Our ref: 97496
Your ref: APP/13/00804

ENGLAND

Havant Borough Council Customer Services
Hornbeam House

C?V?C Offices Crewe Business Park
Civic Centre Road Electra Way
Havant Crewe
Hampshire, Cheshire

PO9 2AX CW1 6GJ

BY EMAIL ONLY T 0300 060 3900

Planning.development@havant.gov.uk

Dear Sirs,

Planning consultation: Development of 293 residential units comprising 6 x one bedroom, 115 x
two bedroom, 132 x three bedroom and 40 x four bedroom, retention of existing farmhouse, new
access road from Eagle Avenue, internal access roads, associated car parking, open space and
landscaping and including works to trees under TPO 1931

Location: Woodcroft Farm Development Site, Woodcroft Lane, Waterlooville

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 10 September 2013 which was received by
Natural England on 10 September 2013.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended)
The National Park and Access to the Countryside Act 1949

Natural England’s comments in relation to this application are provided in the following sections.

Statutory nature conservation sites — no objection
Based upon the information provided, Natural England advises the Council that the proposal is
unlikely to affect any statutorily protected sites.

Protected landscapes — no comments
Having reviewed the application Natural England does not wish to comment on this development
proposal.

The development however, relates to the South Downs National Park. We therefore advise you to
seek the advice of the National Park Authority. Their knowledge of the location and wider
landscape setting of the development should help to confirm whether or not it would impact
significantly on the purposes of the designation. They will also be able to advise whether the
development accords with the aims and policies set out in the National Park management plan.
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Protected species

If the LPA is aware of, or representations from other parties highlight the possible presence of a
protected or priority species on the site, the authority should request survey information from the
applicant before determining the application. The Government has provided advice® on priority and
protected species and their consideration in the planning system.

Natural England Standing Advice for Protected Species is available on our website to help local
planning authorities better understand the impact of development on protected or priority species
should they be identified as an issue at particular developments. This also sets out when, following
receipt of survey information, the authority should undertake further consultation with Natural
England.

We recommend that you consult your in-house or retained ecologist on the implications of this
application for protected species and other nature conservation interests.

Local wildlife sites

If the proposal site is on or adjacent to a local wildlife site, eg Site of Nature Conservation
Importance (SNCI) or Local Nature Reserve (LNR) the authority should ensure it has sufficient
information to fully understand the impact of the proposal on the local wildlife site, and the
importance of this in relation to development plan policies, before it determines the application.

Biodiversity enhancements

This application may provide opportunities to incorporate features into the design which are
beneficial to wildlife, such as the incorporation of roosting opportunities for bats or the installation of
bird nest boxes. The authority should consider securing measures to enhance the biodiversity of the
site from the applicant, if it is minded to grant permission for this application. This is in accordance
with Paragraph 118 of the National Planning Policy Framework. Additionally, we would draw your
attention to Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) which states
that ‘Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with
the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity’. Section 40(3) of
the same Act also states that ‘conserving biodiversity includes, in relation to a living organism or
type of habitat, restoring or enhancing a population or habitat’.

Landscape enhancements

This application may provide opportunities to enhance the character and local distinctiveness of the
surrounding natural and built environment; use natural resources more sustainably; and bring
benefits for the local community, for example through green space provision and access to and
contact with nature. Landscape characterisation and townscape assessments, and associated
sensitivity and capacity assessments provide tools for planners and developers to consider new
development and ensure that it makes a positive contribution in terms of design, form and location,
to the character and functions of the landscape and avoids any unacceptable impacts.

We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any
gueries please do not hesitate to contact us.

For any queries regarding this letter, for new consultations, or to provide further information on this
consultation please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

We really value your feedback to help us improve the service we offer. We have attached a
feedback form to this letter and welcome any comments you might have about our service.

! Paragraph 98 and 99 of ODPM Circular 06/2005
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http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningtransportlocalgov/spatialplanning/standingadvice/default.aspx

Yours faithfully

Judy Connell
Customer Service Consultation Team
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