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Mr R Nash

Havant Borough Council
Civic Offices

Civic Centre Road
HAVANT

PO9 2AX

08 April 2013
Our Ref: SE/HV/2013/31425/S
Dear Richard,

App Ref: APP/13/00113

Site: Crookhorn College of Technology, Stakes Hill Road, Waterlooville,
PO7 5UD
Proposal: Extension to rear of existing performing arts building to create

dedicated dance studio and alterations to existing building to provide
additional teaching space and support facilities.

Thank you for consulting Sport England on the above application.

It is understood that the site forms part of, or constitutes a playing field as defined in
The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England)
Order 2010 (Statutory Instrument 2010 No. 2184), in that it is on land that has been
used as a playing field within the last five years, and the field encompasses at least one
playing pitch of 0.2 ha or more, or that it is on land that is allocated for the use as a
playing field in a development plan or in proposals for such a plan or its alteration or
replacement.

Sport England has therefore considered the application in the light of its playing fields
policy. The aim of this policy is to ensure that there is an adequate supply of quality
pitches to satisfy the current and estimated future demand for pitch sports within the
area. The policy seeks to protect all parts of the playing field from development and not
just those which, for the time being, are laid out as pitches. The policy states that:

“Sport England will oppose the granting of planning permission for any
development which would lead to the loss of, or would prejudice the use of, all or
any part of a playing field, or land last used as a playing field or allocated for use
as a playing field in an adopted or draft deposit local plan, unless, in the
judgement of Sport England, one of the specific circumstances applies.”

Reason: Development which would lead to the loss of all or part of a playing field,
or which would prejudice its use, should not normally be permitted because it
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would permanently reduce the opportunities for participation in sporting activities.
Government planning policy and the policies of Sport England have recognised
the importance of such activities to the social and economic well-being of the
country.

The aim of this policy is to ensure that there is an adequate supply of quality pitches to
satisfy the current and estimated future demands of the pitch sports. The policy
identifies five exceptions to our normal position of opposing development, which would
result in the loss of playing fields, as follows:

E1 - A carefully quantified and documented assessment of current and future
needs has demonstrated to the satisfaction of Sport England that there is an
excess of playing field provision in the catchment, and the site has no special
significance to the interests of sport.

E2 - The proposed development is ancillary to the principal use of the site as a
playing field or playing fields, and does not affect the quantity or quality of
pitches or adversely affect their use.

E3 - The proposed development affects only land incapable of forming, or
forming part of, a playing pitch, and does not result in the loss of, or inability to
make use of any playing pitch (including the maintenance of adequate safety
margins), a reduction in the size of the playing area of any playing pitch or the
loss of any other sporting/ancillary facility on the site.

E4 - The playing field or playing fields which would be lost as a result of the
proposed development would be replaced by a playing field or playing fields of
an equivalent or better quality and of equivalent or greater quantity, in a suitable
location and subject to equivalent or better management arrangements, prior to
the commencement of the development.

E5 - The proposed development is for an indoor or outdoor sports facility, the
provision of which would be of sufficient benefit to the development of sport as
to outweigh the detriment caused by the loss of the playing field or playing
fields.

The proposed development does not appear to comply directly with any of the above
policy exceptions, none of which apply in the circumstances. However, having
considered the proposals and the extent to which the encroachment onto the playing
field is considered significant, | conclude that whilst there is an encroachment, the
encroachment is so minor that its impact is negligible. The plan provided by the
Applicant; PO9958-4159-16 demonstrates that all of the existing pitch markings
(summer and winter) can continue to be accommodated on the playing field.
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The proposed development would therefore not overtly impact on the potential of the
site to offer community sport.  The Applicant has confirmed that at present the site is
used by a junior football team and that the proposed development will not impact upon
their use of the playing field. On balance, and on the information provided to date,
Sport England therefore removes its objection to this application, dated 18th March
2013.

This being the case, Sport England does not wish to raise an objection to this
application.

The absence of an objection to this application in the context of the Town and Country
Planning Acts, does not in any way commit Sport England’s or any National Governing
Body of Sport’s support for any related application for grants funding.

If this application is to be presented to a Planning Committee, we would like to be
notified in advance of the publication of any committee agendas, report(s) and
committee date(s). We would be grateful if you would advise us of the outcome of the
application by sending us a copy of the decision notice.

If you would like any further information or advice please contact the undersigned at the
address below.

Yours sincerely

O, Aston.
Vick:':;:tél

Planning Manager

Tel: 020 7273 1204
Email: Vicky Aston@sporiengland . org
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