HAVANT  BOROUGH  COUNCIL
MEMORANDUM
	From:
Environmental Health
	To:       Development Services Manager

	
	FAO:              

	Our Ref:
EH/LTG/ltg
	Your Ref:      APP/12/01243

	
	

	Ext. No:
446668
	Date:     8 February 2012        


Re: Dukes Meadow, Waterlooville - Phases 2, 3 and 4
Erection of 21No. residential units & 6 retail units within Phase 2 (7No. Residential, 7No. Live/Work, 6No. Retail previously approved within planning applications - HBC - APP/10/00610 & WCC - 10/02353 REM).

Erection of 17No. residential units within Phases 3-4 (17No. Live/Work units previously approved within planning applications HBC - APP/12/00008 & WCC - 11/03014 REM.  (Alterative to existing approvals.)

I refer to the above application under the Town & Country Planning Acts passed to this Service for comment.

As I believe I have stated previously, these units appear to have been designed with scant regard to how they could be adapted in the future when a significant proportion of the residents inevitably become disabled.
It is well known that the population is ageing and together with improved medical treatments and interventions of conditions which in the past would have been terminal but which are now survivable, the proportion of the population with disabilities is increasing. Currently 21% of all households include one or more people with a reported mobility problem, the majority of whom are aged 60 years or more. It can be expected that this trend will increase.

It should not be acceptable to continue to build major developments for a growing population which results in the proportion of properties suitable for the disabled being reduced.

The majority (83%) of disabled people acquire their disability during their working lives, and this is often accompanied by a significant unplanned drop in income.  As a consequence, many find they are ill equipped to meet their existing housing costs without the expense of moving to a property which in the case of bungalows will also carry a cost premium. As a consequence moving is often out of the question.

After the cities of Southampton and Portsmouth, Havant Borough already has the largest Disabled Facilities Grant budget of the remaining authorities in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, currently approximately £1 million annually.  The majority of our grant applicants receive 100% grants due to their financial circumstances and the Council has to find approximately £400,000 per annum from its own resources. To permit the construction of properties which are difficult or impossible to adapt is to create a problem for the future which will be financially disadvantageous for the Council. 
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L.T. Glass

Environmental Health Team Leader (Environment)

