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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background

1.2

1.3

14

Ecological Survey 8 Assessment Limited (ECOSA) have been contracted by Mr and
Mrs Willetts 1o undertake a Phase 1 ecoiogical survey at 86 West Streel. Havang,
Hampshire PO 1LN located at National Grid Reference (NGR) SU 714 0683

Thug repon presents the findings of the Phase 1 ecological survey camed out by
ECOSA on 1Y March 2010

Aims and Scope of Report

Thus report 15 based on a Phase 1 feld survey which was phmanly amed at
determunng the sudabxlity of the site 1o suppont protected habitats andlor species
Ths nformation allows an initial assessment of the biotdiversity value of the site to be
made

Site Setting and Description

The site s located on the northern side of West Street wethin the town of Havant,
appraxenately 13 kilometres {kmj north-nortf-east of Portsmouth oty centre The sde
s set in a largely urban seting approximately 70 metres to the west of the man
B2148 Park Road Large industrial estates are located 1o the north and south The
oniy notable areas of green open space in the wanity of the site are located 90
metres{mj to the south west and 170m lo the north-east

The sie comprises a two-storey brick bult situcture with 8 tracdhional clay tled roof
Tre southern part of the buiding s formed by the miam part of the buiiding which (s
construcled in @ piched design Two apparently extended sections extend in a
northerly direction from the man sechion, these are constructed with clay Wed roof
sectons mn a pitched and hipped design. The grounds of the site compnse largely of
dhsturbed ground due to buddings works however the ad@acent buldings have
gardens which compnse managed grassland and ormamental shrubbery

Site Proposals

The proposals for the site wvolve the demohtion of the existing bulding and the
construction of a new bullding on exactly the same footprint The exsting buiiding s
considered to be structurally unsafe and therefore 15 not possibie 10 rencvate i, as

was previously planned
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20 METHODS
K | Introduction

2.2

227

g22

This section details the methods used during the Phase 1 field survey carried out al
86 Wes! Street Havant, Hampshire

Phase 1 Field Survey

The Phase 1 ecological survey was carmed oul on 1* March 2010 The survey
fwolved a walkover of the site to dentify the habital types present and 1o record
evidence of any protected species suth as badger Meles meles, dormouse
Myscardnus aveliananus bats breeding biegs repties and great-crested newt
Trfurus cnstatus Detadls of the species-specific survey methods for these species are
provided below

Based on the habitat fealures present at the ste ot 15 conswdered that there 15 the
possibiily of bats and reeding birds to be present, however, the sile and surrounding
area 15 unsuttable for badger, dormouse repliles and great-crested newt due 10 the
sites urban locaton and the lack of seminatural vegetation in close proximity
Theretore these speces are not considered further '

Vegetation
An assessment was made of all areas of vegelation wathin the site. This involved a
walkover survey to dentfy iread vegetation types present

Bats

The buwithing was investigated externally (o wdentfy potential bal access/egress
tocations and roosting areas. such as gaps or holes i roof ties. fascias and soffls, to
record direct evidence of bat presence such as droppings and uring Stammng A
detaded inwvestigation of the nternal roef vard of the resigental property was carned
out to record roostng Bats and evidence of bat roosting activity such as live animals,
corpses. droppings, feeding remains. unne staiming and fur stainmg  The bullding was
assessed as 1o its sulabiity for supporting roosting bats

An assessment was made of the sutabity of any trees on Ihe site 10 support roosting
bats based on the presence of sutabie bat roosting features such as holeés. cracks
spits. keose bark and a covering of vy

e



BABSa West Street Havanl Hampshes - Phase 1 Ezolgical Suovey ECOSA LKt
raf Dogutment 24" Wareh 2010

223

23

24

2.5

The surveys of both the buldings and (e trees on the site conformed to current Bat
Conservation Trust (BCT) guidelines’

Breeding Birds

The assessment of breeding birds on the site was based on the sutabilty of habitat
prasent, evidence of nesting such as old or currently active nests and the presence of
bird species that may potentially nest within the avalable habital

Personnel and Timing
The Phase 1 ecological survey was carmed out by a suitably expenenced ECOSA
surveyor on 1% March 2010

Survey Limitations

Not all potential bat roosting features are accessibie to the surveyor eg holes or
cracks i brickwork, and therefore assessments are based upon the potential for
these features 10 provide sutable roosting opportunities

The survey was uyndertaken a! a tme of year when it 15 nol possibie © pi{mtie
dehntive assessments of a species presenceshikely absence at a site e g breeding
birds. and s0 assessments are based on the presence of sutable habital
withindadiacent 1o a site Therefore in the absence of direct evidence, assessments
are based upon the potential for the site to support the protected species considered

initial Protected Species Assessment

Detats of the assessment cntena used to determine the ecologica! value of on-site
attributes s outhined beiow Dunng the Phase 1 survey the assessment crtena is
sased on the potential for the site o support the speces considered, this 18 usually
pased on the on-site habitat features and their sutabity for the species considered
{Paragraph 26 1. 26 2 and 2 8 3) Where a specres has been confirmed as present
during the Phase 1 survey then the ecological value of that species al the sie Is
assessed (Paragraph 2 84) However in many cases Phase 2 surveys wil be
requited to assess the status of species and hence the imporntance of a population at
the site. therefore the assessment of value should be considered a provisional

assessment

Bat Conservator Frust (2007) 8a! Surveys Good Practoe Guilesnes  Hay Conservation Trost London
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High Potential - Species confirmed as present duning the field survey andior
on site of local records confumed from the desk top study  The on-site
hatutat s of high gualty for a gven speciesispecies group  The sie s
located within or adiacent fo a national or regional stronghold  Good quakty

surrpunding habvat and good connectivity

Medium Potential - The on.site natbdat s of moderate qually providing most
of all of the known key fequirements of a given Speces/species group
Factors imiting the poterial of occumence may nolude smali habitat area
hatitat severance and disturbance

Low Potential - On.site habitat is of poor to moderate quality for a given
speciesispeces group  Presence cannot be discounted on the basis of
national disttibuton nature of swrounding habitats habital fragmentation
tecent on site disturbance elc

Negligible Potential - Athough presence cannot be absolutely discounted
the site includes very hmded of podr quaity habdat for & particular
species/species group The surrounding habdal s considered unikely 1o
support wider populatons of a specesispecies group  The site may also be
audside of penpheral 1 kndwn the national range for 8 species

2853 Assessmeont of Ecological Value
Whete a spewes 0f habtal has been confirmed as cocurring on the site duning the
Phase 1 survey ihe ecological value of this lealure has been assessed [The

assessment of ecologoal value s based on a geographical frame of reference and
ncludes consderation of designated sites and features. beodiversity valye. polental
vaiue, secondary or supportng vake socal and economic value and muits functionat
features The getermumation of ecological value used i this ecological assessment i
based on the critena prowded o the Department of Transport's Transport Analysis
Guidance’ and repeated in this document as Table 1

T Degadement of Trangpod s Tranapont Analysis Gusdanca (TAG Unt 3 3 10 20045

6
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3.0 RESULTS AND ASSESSMENT

a1 Introduction

fi ecton detals the res 1 feid susvey carmed out al BGBAa West
Havant Hampshee on 17 March 2010 and provides an inial assessment of

3.2 Phase 1 Field Survey
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Given the lack of any structured willint the site it 6 considered 10 be ol
negligible ecological value o the veqgetaton present
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Sisce the mterna! partiions and cedings within the building have been removed iLis
now possibie tor bats to enter the intenor of the bulkding and roost within any suttable
crevice within Additonally hanging siates are attached to the eastern elevation of
the adacent property and therefore above the root of BR88a Wes! Streel Whulst
these are not part of this buldings ownerstup they are considered sutable for
roosting bats

Reqorded

Dunng the Phase 1 survey the buiding was figly snvestigated  however ng evidence
o pat actwity was recorded  The mternal elevations of the bulding have been
extensively modified and the floors had been swept However the upper faces of
peams  whoh were formedy enclosed withe roof vouds. were investigated and no
evidence of bat achwly was recorded Geen e number of potental bat
accessiegress locabons, but the lack of recorded evidence the building 15 assessed of
beng of low ecological value for bats

Bats — Tree Assessment

The site does not contam any malure trees exubiting any features with bat roosting
potential Therelore the site is considered to offer negligible potential for supporning
{ree-ronsting bals

Foraging and Commuting Habitat
Since the site s located withun @ fargely urban landscape and the grounds ocated o
the north of the ste are smalB It 1s consitered that the site of negligible value as a

foraging or commuling site for bats

Bird Survey Results

Formerly the sde may have provided sutable breeding habdat for some of the
common trd species However, since only hmted vegetation still exsts within the
grounds, it s now conssdered 1o be of negligible vatue for treeding birds  Dunng the
Phase 1 suivey a European Robn Eathacus rubecula was recorded from the site

Qverall Site Assessmant

Overall, the sie lacks any stiuctured vegetation which 15 considered sultable for
breeding birds and foraging bats However there s a hmited poteatial within the
vuilding tor pocasionally foosting bats s therefore considered that the site s of low

ecological value

11
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40 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

41 introduction
This secton presents the congiusions of the Phase 1 ecological survey and provides
an imtial assessment of the hkely ecological constramts 1o the proposed development
and recommendations for any further survey work considered necessary  An cutiine
of protected speries legisiahion retevant to the findings of this report is provided in
Appendix 1 .

42 Conclusions

4.2.1  Vegetation
Trhe ste contains predominartly bare ground with isoiated shrubs and as such s
considered to be of negligible ecological value

422 Bats

The busdiding on the site extuluts features whuch are readily used by bats for roosting

However duning the Phase 1 survey no evidence of bal activity, such as dioppings

was recorded The condiion of the building s open and drafty. and leaking rain water

@ places and therefore o is cons:dered (hat any bat roosts which may be present are

thely 1o be temporary There are no lrees exhibiling leatures with bat rousting
otential As a result it s considered hat there 15 a low potential 'or bals 10 008!

withins the blidding

4.23 Breeding Birds
Gwven the lack of any structured vegetation an the site it 15 considered that there is a
neghigide potential for breeding birds

4.3 Recommendations

431 Bats

The Phase 1 survey has dentfied several features on the building which are readily
used by bats for roosting However, no evidence of bat aclivly was recorded dunng
the survey Agddionally the bulding s located within a fargely urban selting which 15
duminated dunng the hours of darkness Wihist many of the adjacent buitdings
comprise modemn mousinal unds, bultngs of a sindar age and shructure and n a
better condiion are iocated nearty  Thetefore o s considered that these Duikings
would offer a more stable envronment for bals
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{uven the lact that ¢ s consdered to be structurally unsafe. there wil be no
retpatement 1o Carry oul detailed Phase 2 bal surveys However, it s recommended
that on the evening prior 10 the demolition works commencng a single dusk
emergence survey 8 carmed oul Providing no bats are recorded duning this survey
he removal of roof and ndge tles ang fasaas from the budting should proceed undes
the supervision of a icenced bat ecologist Thes 15 to ensure that, should any bals be
tecorded roosting within the building, they are removed safely It bats are recorded
either dunng the emergence survey or dunng the destructive search then a Nalural
England European Protected Spepes Mitgation (EPSM; hcence may be required,
rowever giwven the condition of the budding 2 5 consideted that thes 18 an unhkely

event

Foilowng the completion of the redeveiopment works the roof of the new building wall
be constructed using the same peg tites thal were stnpped from the old building
These peg bles being naturally bowed will provide numerous opportunibes for bats

to colorsn the buikhng i the fuhure

The approach outhned above 15 we bebeve a pragmabtc approach to the site
deveiopment proposals which allows the commencemant of the construction of the

Puddings and mirvmises disturhance 1o bats
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Appendix 1 Protected Species Legisiation

European Protected Animals’ - Bats

In England all bat species are fuly protected under the Wiidife and Countryside Act 1981
throug? mciusion n Schedule 5 In addition. bats are protected under the Conservation
{Natural Habdats, &c ) Regulations 1994 which implements the EC Habitats Directive
GANEEC in the United Kingdom

Taken together these legislative wmstruments make 8 dlegal to carry out the following

achvihes

1 dekberately or recklessly capture of kil any wald arumal of a European protected
species

2 detberately or recklessly distwb any such ammal

3 dehiberatety of recklessly take or destroy eggs of any such wiid arumal

4 damage of destroy a treeding site or resting place of such a wald arsmal, and

5 keep transporl sell or exchange or offer for sale or exchange any live of dead
witd armmal ol a European protected species, or any pant of, or anything denved

from such a wild animal
Any actvily that would resdlt in a contravention of the above legisiation would reguire a
iieence o avord commiting an offence Natural Englang has powers to grant a keence for the
followeng purposes
« preserving pubiic health or public safety or other imperative reasons of overriding
pubkc interest including those of a socal o7 economic nature and beneficial
consequences of pnmary importance for the environment of

+ prevenhing the spread of disease of

- preventing senous damage to hivestock foodstuffs for livestock. crops vegetables

frust. growsng timber or any other form of property of 1o fishenes

in agditon. Natural England can only ssue a licence if 2 15 satisfied thal the activity meels

one of the above purposes and is also satished of the foliownyg

« that there 15 no satisfactory alternative. and

* Surmsrmaised rom www detra gov uk







