To: Steve Weaver
From: Mike Smith, EH

Date: 28th May 2013

Ref: Application No. APP/13/00411

Site Address: Langstone Technology Park, 2B Langstone Road, Havant
Proposed Development: Extension of standby generator room to  accommodate attenuating lourve for installation of 1No. additional generator unit and fitting roof mounted lourve ventilation in take housing and installation of 6no. Liebert and 3No. Excool roof mounted cooling units.

I am writing in connection to the above application, which has been passed to Environmental Health for comment.  

The applicant has provided an acoustical report which concludes that there should be a target of 34 dB(A) LAeq, 5 mins for the new plant.  The survey appears to have been carried out prior to the Applicants first project phase and it is unclear whether there was any plant equipment installed as a result of this first phase after the noise survey was undertaken.  
For the case of the ventilation/cooling units I would therefore request a condition whereby the combined noise levels arising from the new equipment and any existing equipment complied with BS4142:

Condition 1:

Noise resulting from the use of all plant, machinery or equipment shall not exceed a level of 5dB(A) below the existing lowest background noise level on the sites boundaries during the time of operation or 10dB(A) below if there is a particular tonal quality, when measured according to British Standard BS4142-1997.
In regards to the back up generator, the occasional nature of its use should mean that it is not working regularly.  I am happy with the Applicants calculation and assertion that the noise is likely to be tonal.  I would therefore propose the following condition:
Condition 2:

Noise from new standby generator sets should be limited to a cumulative level of 39 dB(A) LAeq, 5 mins at the facade of the nearest residential property when measured to BS4142-1997.
