
Design and Access Statement 
For  

Raebarn House 
Hulbert Road 
Waterlooville 

 
 
 
1. Existing Building and Site. 

The existing premises consist of an L-shaped four storey building dating back to the 

1960's. This building has recently been converted to for apartments under various 

planning approvals with major changes to the external appearance (see appendix A 

for photographs )  

 

The ground floor on the west elevation remains part of the retail frontage, access can 

also be gained from the rear car park area. 

 

On the South-east side of the building, and occupying the rest of the rectangle 

formed by the L-shaped building is an open area currently used for car parking 

for 18 cars, accessed from Curzon Road, together with bin storage for the 

whole of the building. Of the 18 parking spaces, 7 are allocated for the use of 

the retail sales occupancy and the remainder for the apartments. 

 

2. The Current Proposals. 

The proposed scheme forming the application is for the extension of the building to 

form a fourth floor partly under a flat roof and partly within a mansard roof. The 

separation of the two roof areas is proposed around the existing stairwell and lift 



shaft forming the fourth floor element of the existing building, this area will remain as 

part of the application. 

The two wings are broken down to form 4 apartments per wing with an alternative 

means of escape connecting to the existing within the south wing. 

The formation of the mansard roof reduces the bulk of the building whilst providing a 

terrace area around the roof to form amenities space and an alternative means of 

escape from the apartments. 

 

The existing retail sales area of the building is to remain totally as existing and 

unaffected by the proposed scheme. 

 

3. Planning Issues. 

 The Second and Third Floors of Raebarn House have been the subject of much 

negotiation with the L.P.A. over the last twenty months or so. These negotiations led 

to the Approval of  Planning Applications for the conversion of the offices to form 42 

apartments. Work on implementation of the Permission’s is currently underway. 

 

Provision for refuse and Cycles is to be extended on the existing arrangement to 

accommodate the additional 8 apartments.  

 

In respect of car parking, current and approved parking will not be affected by the 

additional apartments. The applicant acknowledges that the required 8 spaces can 

not be achieved on site, therefore they have sought to obtain under a separate 

agreement 8 spaces within the newly formed car park within Curzon Road just a 

short walk along from Raebarn House. 

 

The parking is proposed on an agreement for evenings and weekends we have 

enclosed a copy of the parking terms and conditions (see appendix B) 



 

Reference has already been made to the provision of secure cycle storage 

within the Ground floor area. This is intended to provide for all the flats as 

previously proposed and will be accessed via the stair well at the eastern end of the 

building. Additionally, for the use of residents of the proposed flats and their visitors, 

it is proposed to erect 13 cycle hoops, capable of accommodating 26 cycles, within 

the external curtilage on the North side of the building. 

Additional cycle storage is proposed to accommodate a further 8 cycles at fourth floor 

level. The secure cycle store is proposed within the common areas adjacent to the lift 

based on a double rack system. 

 

4. Acoustic Considerations. 

The Environmental Health Department of the LPA had, during the previous 

Planning process, informally advised of potential noise problems resulting 

from the adjoining roads network. As a result of that advice, the previous Applicants 

commissioned a 24 hour acoustic test From Airtight & Noisecheck Ltd.. This was 

carried out on the 29'*'-30'^ of July 2010, and the results and recommendations were 

incorporated within the development. The current applicants propose to further 

extend and enhance those recommendations. 

  

Additionally to the above measures, it is proposed to install a ventilation 

system to all flats in accordance with that set out in the following section. 

 

5. Air Quality. 

The Environmental Health Department had previously similarly advised of 

potential problems in respect of air pollution, particularly that presented by 

nitrogen dioxide from nearby road traffic. From previous experience 

elsewhere, it has become evident that levels of nitrogen dioxide in the air in 



such locations has dropped by some 16% over the period 2005 to 2010, and is 

likely to continue to decline as a result of national and international action to 

reduce road traffic emissions. Further evidence is available which shows a 

considerable decrease in pollutant concentration with horizontal distance. 

Notwithstanding the above evidence, it is proposed that, each apartment will have a 

full ventilation systems incorporating heat recovery. These systems will have their 

intakes and exhausts sited above roof level from which points they will have ducted 

routes to each flat. 

 

6. Refuse Storage. 

 As has previously been identified, refuse storage in the form of Eurobins currently 

exists within the rear open area behind the building. 

 The Application proposals allow for 2 additional Eurobins, to be sited within an area 

already delineated by kerb setts within the rear area accessed by the residents from 

the existing internal staircase. 

 

7. Access. 

The building already incorporates access ramps and stair arrangements which 

fully comply with the current requirements of the Building Regulations in 

respect of the provision of means of access for the disabled. 

 

8. Contributions.  

 The Applicants are agreeable to the payment of appropriate contributions under 

section 106 Agreement. 

 

 

 

 



9. Conclusion. 

The proposed schemes seeks to make the best use of the existing building whilst 

providing much needed housing. The rational for the design is based on maintaining 

the defined building character whilst reducing the impact of the bulk on the building.  

 

The tear affect moves away from the roof line within the retail area to an acceptable 

higher level on the north elevation. It is considered that the proposed development 

would comply with the relevant policies within the Havant Borough Local Plan it is 

respectfully requested for the above reasons that the application be permitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix A 

Photographs. 

Existing North Elevation 

 

 

 

 

 



Existing South Elevation. 

 

 

 

 



Appendix B 

Parking  

 



 




