David Eaves
Land south of Ranelagh Road, Havant
APP/12/00772
I have examined the plans for the site and wish to make the following comments:

Affordable Housing

I can confirm that I support the development on this site as it will provide much needed affordable housing in the Havant area . 30% (24 units) of the site has been set aside for affordable  housing.  Initial discussions with the Developer Orchard Homes resulted in a proposed mix of affordable units to consist of 8 no 1 bed apartments, 8 no 2 bed apartments, and 8 no 3 bed houses. The final location, mix and tenure of these units is still to be agreed with Havant Borough Council as stated on page 18 of the Design and Access Statement submitted as part of the planning application, however I would expect at least 30% of this site to deliver intermediate housing i.e. Shared Ownership and for the affordable homes to be reasonably distributed throughout the site. I believe consideration should be given to the location of the affordable units in Ranelagh Road Phase 1 which includes 15 social rented units owned by Guinness Hermitage and that the 2 areas are looked at as one for the purposes of determining suitable distribution of the affordable homes. 
Affordable units  of all sizes are in great demand within the Borough as there are currently over 4300 households in Havant Borough alone registered on the  Hampshire Home Choice register.   The average waiting time for two bedroom homes is 6-7 years and longer than this for  three bedroom homes. 

 This development will provide much needed new affordable housing in a very desirable area close to amenities i.e. transport, education, leisure and retail opportunities.88% of the overall site (market and affordable units) consists of homes with two bedrooms or more,  with 75% of those being 3 bed homes.

At this stage there are no details of unit sizes for the affordable units but I would expect these to  be in line with the requirements stated in the HBC Housing SPD Table 3 page 22. Homes should be built to at least Level 3 of the Code for Sustainable Homes, or whichever code is required at the time of construction.

Mix 
The initial suggested mix of the affordable units includes a good mix of types and sizes that will go some way towards meeting the current housing need in the Borough.
	Size of units
	Number of units
	% of whole development
	Number of 
affordable units
	% of overall units that are
 affordable

	
	
	
	
	

	1 bed flat 
	10
	12
	8
	80

	2 bed flat
	12
	15
	8
	67

	2 bed house
	6
	7
	
	0

	3 bed house
	53
	66
	8
	15


The  mix of the affordable homes does not reflect the mix over the development as a whole, however I am satisfied with the affordable housing mix initially proposed by the developers as this better addresses our current housing need in this borough.  
Design

 I would like to see private gardens and play space  where practically possible to the flats. A solution could be to include patio doors in the ground floor units and allocate a small area of private space.  This approach could also address the need for accommodation for households with disabilities, mobility issues, or wheelchair users, taking into account the proximity to the car park. I am disappointed  to see that a lift has not been provided in the apartment block as its inclusion would   make all units potentially more suitable for a range of households including those with mobility issues.       

I would be interested to discover the intended use of the open space to the north of the development as I am concerned that it could be a magnet for anti-social behaviour in the longer term once it has matured.

The buildings and layout would make it easy to find your way around the site. The development does seem to address the issue of safe access and a safe route around the site for all occupants. All routes around the site would appear to be pedestrian, cycle and vehicle friendly.

I am pleased to see that the affordable housing will be constructed to meet Code for Sustainable Homes  Level 3. I would welcome the inclusion of any innovations that would contribute to reducing carbon emissions. These could include micro-generation, solar panels, ground source heat pumps, and water conservation measures.
Summary 

-affordable housing provision is 30.% 

-clarification required on final tenure mix 

-clarification on design and access to private space 
-clarification on renewable energy 

Julie Watson- Cowen 
Housing Enabling Officer 

28/09/2012
