Application No. APP/12/01316
Address:  2 Harbour Way, Emsworth PO10 7BE

COMMENTS: 

This property forms part of a 1970’s development. Architecturally undistinguished and of inferior design. The current proposals are a revision to an earlier consent APP/12/00399.

The variation is the substitution of a fist floor balcony on the front elevation, in place of the previous lean-to roof. Front balconies are employed on other buildings in this modern enclave and so in principle would not be out of place. 

As in my earlier response (01/06/12) I would encourage a more contemporary approach to the balcony design, so that is more transparent. Even if the current design is pursued, I suggest the tall privacy screen on the boundary is unnecessary and out of place. The balcony is located on a prominent public elevation which is open to view from a number of properties within the courtyard. The boundary screen appears superfluous in this situation and only adds to the bulk. Containing by a simple low screen/barrier as elsewhere would be a better design solution.

In summary, no objection to the principle, given similar pattern of development elsewhere. Design would be enhanced by the adoption of a more contemporary glazed balcony screen and maintaining as a low screen all round. Both would help minimise visual impact. 
John Townsend

Conservation Consultant

15/01/13
