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COMMENTS: 

This elevation of the building will be seen over unobstructed land and water and there is no question that the panels will be visible. The roof design was the subject of considerable discussion and the standing seam zinc roof was chosen as appropriate for the shallow pitch and visually attractive. The modular rhythm of the seams being a strong component of the design. Adopting a more disciplined approach to the placement of the panels helps, but they will remain a distinct addition to the building. They cut across the modular form of the standing seam roof and In my opinion will detract from the buildings overall visual appearance. I also regard most of the other examples as detractors – but these would have had the benefit of “permitted development”. The condition attached to the original planning permission was framed in the way it was for this very reason.

The question arises as to whether the visual detriment is worthwhile to achieve the wider aspiration of pushing the frontiers on a “green” agenda. The building is already highly efficient.  New construction offers the best opportunity to embrace “green” technology in a way that forms part of the integral design solution as opposed to retrofitting – which is often the case, and the approach here. This seems to be an untapped opportunity.
As a general principle solar panels in conservation areas should be designed to be unobtrusive, by choosing locations which do not have a strong visual impact on the public realm. This may in some cases restrict use, in the interests of achieving an acceptable environmental balance. It is rarely one or the other.  In this case in point what started as an innovative and inspired house design has unfortunately  reverted to a very ordinary house. Whereas I do not find the current proposal a good design solution it gives me less cause for concern given the compromises that have already been made. 

John Townsend

Conservation Consultant
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