Application No. APP/13/00280
Address: Waitrose, 12 North Street, Havant PO9 1PR
Comments

These applications follow refusal of an earlier scheme and post decision discussions based on visual illustrations contained in the architects papers termed “Initial Feasibility Canopy Works, Havant” dated November 2012.

The works were considered acceptable in principle from a planning perspective and a meeting took place on site with representatives of Waitrose/John Lewis and the Agent. The Architects were unable to attend site. The basis of discussions were the initial feasibility proposals referred to; signage was only discussed in passing. 

Outcome
1. There is broad acceptance that the canopies are an on-going problem, their removal is necessary. The issue is what they are replaced with.

2. The draft proposals were broadly considered acceptable. The refinements discussed on site were as follows:-

a. Maintenance of the brick stallriser and removal of the extended plinth in front of the present flint panels. Reasons: Brick is a more robust material and would be more likely to withstand abrasion. The flint feature panels achieve more expression in their current form. Than when set in a frame as originally intended. Agreed stallriser would remain brick, proposed plinth in front of flintwork to be removed.
b. Discussed prevalent problem with pigeons in the vicinity and to take note of this in the design i.e. to avoid creating ledges leading to future problems.

c. The present building has sections of dead frontage where glazed windows are obscured by silver film. One of these sections currently sits under a canopy which helps to offset impact. In the proposed revamping of the elevation(s) this situation needs to be improved by more imaginative treatment. It was accepted the windows are obscured because of the shop fittings behind, a situation that will not alter. An imaginative solution is required that provides interest. It was suggested there could well be material relevant to this part of Havant which would provide a pictorial display of local interest. Contact details for the Havant Civic Society were passed on with their agreement as a local source for information.

Proposals

The proposals form into two components which I will deal with separately below:-

APP/13/00280 – Canopies (Street Frontage Revamp)

1. There appear to be some anomalies in the proposed plans, or at least there is a lack of explanation. 

a. This has always been discussed as a cosmetic exercise to address the scarring of the frontages in a way that provides a positive street frontage. Therefore it is not clear way the footprint has increased. Result is covering up of a section of the flint display panel. Is the drawing correct. If so, what is the explanation?
2. The scheme results in a redesigned front entrance which is a positive improvement. Technically a revision to the shopfront.

3. The Design & Access Statement is thin on detail and explanation. It should be the vehicle for explaining and making the case for what is intended. The blank shopfront treatment is poorly illustrated, unsupported. With the steer given I am looking for a more imaginative solution.

4. The return street frontage to The Pallant was not discussed at site meeting, on basis it was broadly satisfactory. This has now been revised to what is a poorer less rounded solution. Explanation?
APP/13/00289 – Signs
You have already highlighted lack of information in relation to proposed signs. By way of guidance I would support similar pattern of signs to what exists i.e. flat fascia with individual letters. I note an aluminium fascia is proposed, which is to be illuminated but no indication of method. If self coloured render being used could it not double as the fascia background? I do not think the current signs are illuminated. I would not be opposed to subtle illumination (letters only) bearing in mind Meridian Centre opposite.

I see no reason or justification for the projecting sign. There are currently an absence of such signs in North Street. This is already a prominent building. With the removal of the canopies a new fascia signs the supermarket will already gain added prominence

All the above should be readily resolvable.
John Townsend
Conservation Consultant
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