Rachael Hebden
Land east of New Lane and west of Warblington School
APP/12/00407
I have examined the plans for the site and wish to make the following comments:

Affordable Housing

I can confirm that I support the development on this site as it will provide much needed affordable housing in Central Havant. 30.4% (24 units) of the site has been set aside for affordable  housing.  Currently I am not aware of any firm details  regarding the mix of affordable rented units and those to be sold as shared ownership, however I believe that recent negotiations with a Registered Provider has suggested 18 units as Affordable rent and 6 as Shared Ownership    This would create a 75-25% tenure split which is acceptable.
Demand for social rented housing remains very high and this development will help to improve the supply of social housing.  There are  approximately 5000 applicants currently registered on Hampshire Homechoice requiring all sizes of property in all areas within the borough and  the average waiting time for two bedroom homes is 6-7 years and longer than this for  three bedroom homes. 

The homes will provide much needed accommodation in a good location near to shops, amenities , transport links, and employment
Mix 
The social housing is reasonably dispersed throughout   the site which should assist in the creation of a mixed community. Some of the affordable housing is located in the least attractive corner part of the site  close to the railway line. I would expect to see sufficient screening to mitigate any noise disturbance.  
The affordable units include a good mix of types and sizes.
	Size of units
	Number of units
	% of whole development
	Number of 
affordable units
	% of
 affordable units

	
	
	
	
	

	1 bed flat 
	3
	4
	3
	12.33

	2 bed flat
	21
	27
	9
	37

	2 bed house
	5
	6
	3
	12.33

	3 bed house
	47
	59
	6
	25

	4 bed house
	3
	4
	3
	12.33

	total
	79
	100
	24
	100


The  mix of the affordable homes does not reflect the mix over the development as a whole, however I am satisfied with the proposed affordable housing mix as this better addresses our housing need in this borough.  
Both the apartments and houses would appear to meet the size standard guidelines contained within the Havant Borough Council Housing SPD. The 2 bedroom apartment homes will be large enough to accommodate 4 persons therefore creating a degree of flexibility and sustainability.

Design

The scheme does reflect a distinctive character of its own as it differs from the surrounding properties that are a mix of modest low rise housing of varying sizes and ages. The use of different coloured finishing materials, brick and render,  has created  modern buildings with a bright contemporary feel which suits the close to town centre location..
I am concerned that there is no provision for private outside space or play space around the affordable housing apartment units. I would wish to see private gardens where practically possible and play space close to the flats. A solution could be to include patio doors in the ground floor units and allocate a small area of private space.  This approach could also address the need for accommodation for households with disabilities, mobility issues, or wheelchair users, taking into account the proximity to the car park. I am disappointed  to see that a lift has not been provided in the apartment block as its inclusion would   make all units potentially more suitable for a range of households including those with mobility issues.       

I would be interested to discover the intended use of the open space to the rear of the development. It is described as a semi-formal green space but I an concerned that it could be a magnet for anti-social behaviour in the longer term once the trees have matured.

The buildings and layout would make it easy to find your way around the site. The development does seem to address the issue of safe access and a safe route around the site for all occupants. All routes around the site would appear to be pedestrian, cycle and vehicle friendly.

I am pleased to see that the affordable housing will be contructed to meet Code for Sustainable Homes  Level 3. I would welcome the inclusion of any innovations that would contribute to reducing carbon emissions. These could include micro-generation, solar panels, ground source heat pumps, and water conservation measures.
Summary 

-affordable housing provision is 30.4% 

-clarification required on final tenure mix 

-clarification on design and access to private space 
-clarification on renewable energy 

Julie Watson- Cowen 
Housing Enabling Officer 

01/06/2012
