42 High Street, Emsworth – APP/12/00325 & APP/12/00476
I am responding to both application APP/12/00325 – New Shopfront and APP/12/00476 – Advert,  since they are inter-related. It is not clear whether the latter application has been validated yet. 

This should be a straightforward proposal since detailed advice has previously been provided to the applicant including sketches!. 

APP/12/00325 – Shopfront. 

Included in the bundle of papers are the sketches I provided by way of illustration. The submitted drawing is not to a recognised scale (1:15) and lacks an existing survey drawing for the purposes of direct comparison.  While the basic design is acceptable it is critical to consider the whole shopfront (incl. fascia sign) so it is seen in context. This information is required for the advert application in anycase. 

APP/12/00476 – Fascia & Menu Sign 

As should be apparent from the illustrative sketches provided to the applicant the maximum acceptable depth of the fascia is 400mm (as existing). The applicant wants to adopt the solution illustrated on my drawing as Option 2. This sets the front face of the facia slightly recessed from the main wall of the building.  

The advice offered needs to be translated into a composite set of scaled drawings – using a recognised scale e.g 1:20. This to comprise an elevation drawing embracing the lower half of the building and a section. Again, the work has largely been done for the applicant. It is for her shopfitter/agent to work this up to some scale drawings.

By following this simple step we should be in a position to be able to grant planning permission and advert consent. Currently this is not possible because the drawings are inadequate, incomplete and ambiguous. The sign material on the shopfront application shows something contrary to what is described.

John Townsend

Conservation Consultant    
17/05/12
