Richard Nash
APP/12/00958
9-11 ST GEORGES WALK, WATERLOOVILLE
I have examined the proposals and would like to make the following comments:

As yet there are no specific details regarding the provision of affordable housing on this site  so I will comment in  general terms.
I understand that the proposals are for 13 dwellings comprising 6no 2 bed apartments and 7 no 1 bed apartments.

Core Strategy Policy CS9 Housing states that development sites should deliver between 30-40% average affordable housing. This would deliver between 3.9 and  to 5.2 units on site.  Where the affordable percentage sought would result in a part of a dwelling being required (i.e. 5.2) then a financial contribution will be sought in lieu of that part (i.e. 0.2)

Demand for affordable housing remains very high; as of 1st November 2012  there are  3805 households from Havant registered on Hampshire Home Choice requiring all sizes of accommodation across all areas of the borough. The current backlog of need means that  applicants are waiting on average 6-7 years  for an offer of accommodation. This site would help to satisfy the current demand in a sustainable location close to transport links, community facilities and retail opportunities.
In line with the  guidance stated in the Havant Borough Council Housing SPD, Page 19, Principle 5, as this site is less than 15 units it would be possible to negotiate off-site provision of affordable housing or a financial contribution in lieu of the full on or off-site provision. Any financial contribution would be calculated in line with the guidance contained with Appendix A of the Housing SPD.
Any affordable housing should provide a variety of unit sizes and should reflect the mix of the open market housing on the site. The layout plans submitted as part of the application do not details the sizes of the units, however the  affordable units would be expected to meet with Homes and Communities or successor body space  standards. Generally, one bedroom properties should have 2 bed spaces and  two bedroom four bed spaces.
I would expect to see some units developed for customers with mobility issues. Of course this will depend upon detailed plans and demonstration of local need.

All affordable housing units will be expected to comply to at least level 3 of the Code for Sustainable Homes, or such level as is required at the time of the development.
The applicants have  made little reference within their submission to the provision of affordable housing other than to quote the requirement contained with Core Strategy Policy CS9 and to comment that if planning permission is granted then this development may appeal to an Registered Social Landlord. If this proves to be the case  then it is advisable to consider that there are other social housing developments in the immediate area namely Golden Court, Appletree Court and The Clockhouse.   

Summary

· clarification required regarding affordable housing numbers

· clarification required regarding affordable housing location 

· clarification required regarding affordable housing space standards.

· clarification that all affordable homes will be built to at least level 3 of the Code for Sustainable Homes. 
Julie Watson-Cowen

Housing Enabling Officer

12/11/2012  
