Application No. APP/12/00702

Address: 25 Grove Road, Havant PO9 1AR

This property lies within the St Faith’s Conservation Area, which has been the subject of a recent Conservation Area Character Appraisal. This and the accompanying Management Plan have gone through full public consultation and have been formally adopted by the Council. The contents are therefore a material consideration in the determination of planning proposals.

PROPOSAL

There are two elements to the proposal, a rear extension and conversion of the roof space. 

CONTEXT

The houses in Grove Road encapsulate the late suburbanisation of the town.

The road contains highly individual houses,  with good detailing and a general high quality finish. It comprises a very attractive Edwardian suburb laid out c.1900-1914. Individually and as a group the houses have considerable  quality and significance. 

The CACA Management Plan, identifies the potential for changes which could easily begin to erode this character and identifies a need for additional control.

Para 10.5.2 states:

‘10.5.2 Need for control

These houses derive their quality from the survival of original windows,

doors, roofs and chimneys. The following should be considered for

protection by way of an Article 4(2) Direction:

• Windows

• Doors

• Roof

• Boundary walls

• Painting

• Chimneys’

ASSESSMENT
The single storey extension is contained by the rear garden. The works are modest and in my opinion will not have a material impact on the character or appearance of the conservation area. 

The building’s prime elevation is to Grove Road but good views of the rear can be gained from Town End Road. The visual impact of the loft conversion is the rooflights. Whilst views will be gained of both front and rear slopes, the  front has by far the greater significance. 

Rooflights have their place in providing light and ventilation. When used sparingly, carefully located and designed they can be quite innocuous. My concern here is the size, number and location of the rooflights, particularly on the prominent front roofslope; which taken together compromises the visual qualities of the building and sets an undesirable precedent for other properties in the road. The very issues flagged up by the Appraisal.

Barring two notable exceptions (21 & 24 Grove Road), the roofs in Grove Road remain largely unpunctuated by rooflights.  If the work falls under planning control, amendments needed to  reduce the visual impact. Ideally no rooflights on the front roofslope. By way of guidance the CO4 GHL rooflight in the Velux conservation rooflight range would be applicable. This may require some revision of the intended accommodation.

SUMMARY

Rear extension acceptable. If roof conversion falls under planning control, modifications required to reduce visual impact of rooflights on the prominent front roofslope, for which guidance provided. If fall outside planning control should be deleted from description of application. 
John Townsend

Conservation Consultant
24/08/12
