Application No. APP/12/00716
Address:  23 Bridgefoot Path,  Emsworth PO10 7EB
COMMENTS: 

Interim response for expediency. I am responding initially based on solely a desktop assessment. I will programme in a visit next week.

The wall has been looked at by building control and is not considered “dangerous”. (you will have copy of correspondence involving  Colin Adams). It is appropriate to consider in a calm and considered way the works necessary for its long term stability.  
Based on photographs the wall is an attractive feature in the streetscene and makes a positive contribution to the conservation area. A site inspection is needed to be fully informed, but there is now a well established method of realigning walls which can prove a more cost effective solution. The Council are looking to do this to a flint wall at Warblington. I wonder whether this has been considered here.  

Were consent for demolition to be granted, it would need to be tied into a contract being entered into for its reconstruction in accordance with permitted design i.e. what had been granted planning permission.

The following model condition is used by the Planning Inspectorate, which I have modified to suit this case. 
The works of demolition hereby authorised shall not be carried out before a contract for the carrying out of the reconstruction of the wall ( redevelopment of the site) has been made and planning permission has been granted for the reconstruction (development) for which the contract provides.
 

SUMMARY
See separate comments concerning conservation area consent application APP/12/00617. Assuming case for demolition made, this application needs to be amplified through a method statement incorporating the points detailed above. I would expect this to be cross-referenced to the elevation drawing for the avoidance of doubt.

John Townsend

Conservation Consultant

03/08/12
