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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Statement of Community Involvement has been undertaken on behalf of BDW 

Southampton Ltd and Generator Group LLP in accordance with Havant Borough 

Council’s [HBC] adopted Statement of Community Involvement 2006. 

1.2 In summary, two public exhibitions have taken place together with two Consultation 

Forums in accordance with guidance offered by the Local Planning Authority. A 

public meeting has been addressed at the invitation of the local Resident’s 

Association and throughout the process, elected Ward Members, Council Officers 

and other stakeholders have been kept informed. 

1.3 The proposals have evolved throughout the process with input from all participants in 

the process. 

2. MARCH 2012 – PUBLIC CONSULTATION  

2.1 During March 2012 a public exhibition took place the objective being to share initial 

ideas and preliminary work relating to residential development of this site with the 

local community and other interested parties culminating in a more formal 

presentation to the Havant Borough Council Development Consultation Forum [DCF] 

in order to seek comments and ideas from interested parties. Even at this early stage 

and as a result of preliminary discussions with the Resident’s Association and the 

Guides Association, the scheme incorporated repositioned and permanent ‘Brownie 

Hut’ for the storage of equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph taken at exhibition on  6.3.12 
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2.2 The first stage was the public exhibition held on the 6th March followed by DCF 

meeting on 15th March 2012. 

2.3 The purpose of the exhibition was to explain the background to the proposals on a 

site identified by the Council for possible development in the future and to set out the 

preliminary work that had been undertaken. Before engaging the wider public to seek 

their views, discussions had been ongoing with officers of the Borough Council as 

well as Hampshire County Council, in their capacity as Highway Authority, in order to 

address known issues of a technical nature that would need to be considered as part 

of any planning application. 

2.4 A land survey, tree survey, ecology and geotechnical study and Landscape and 

Visual Impact Assessment have all been undertaken. A drainage strategy has also 

been formulated on the basis of current surveys for any proposed development. A full 

constraints and opportunities plan has been drawn up (see below) as a result of 

which an indicative layout had been produced for discussion. This layout respected 

existing residential boundary treatment, privacy and amenity, but catered for 

additional open space for the community and potential for new allotments. One of the 

main drivers has been to ‘round off’ the urban edge creating a new soft edge to the 

countryside located to the east of the site. The highway network has been analysed 

particularly in relation to the railway crossing on Southleigh Road. Meanwhile the 

Council continued discussions with Network Rail to facilitate the delivery of a 

pedestrian footbridge, to be funded through the normal planning obligations 

associated with nearby schemes,  designed to mitigate developments by improving 

pedestrian safety. 

2.5 The public exhibition was held on March 6th 2012 from 1.30 – 7.00 pm at St Faiths 

Church Hall in Havant, the summary of comments is set out below.  

2.6 495 leaflets were distributed, adverts placed in local paper and in One Stop and also 

on the Barratt David Wilson [BDW] website. Individual letters/ emails were sent to 

local councillors. A total of 202 people attended the exhibition (40% turnout). Of 

these attendees, 38 Comment Sheets were returned on the day, an 18.8% response. 

An additional 10 email comments and 11 postal comments were received (20/03/12), 

making a 25% response overall (from attendees). The comments are summarised IN 

Appendix 1 below: 
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2.7 From an analysis of the comments, it was clear that the key issues arising from the 

community consultation included the traffic implications of any residential 

development given the location of the site in relation to Southleigh Road and the level 

crossing over the railway to the south. Other areas of concern included localised 

flooding towards the north west of the site, the relationships of proposed housing to 

existing residences, the design of certain aspects of the layout including different 

house types and boundary features, the opening up of Hallett Road, possible 

allotments, the retention of the vegetable stall/market and the provision of new open 

space. 

 

3. POST EXHIBITION WORK  

3.1 Since that exhibition work continued to address the issues and as a result of listening 

to all these comments, a great deal of further work was undertaken including 

additional detailed traffic surveys and video monitoring to update and complement 

the traffic data upon which the scheme is based. Results from these now provide 

even more up-to-date and accurate traffic information to support the proposals. 

Positive progress has been made with Network Rail and HCC Highways with regard 

to a pedestrian footbridge over the railway line, facilitating an application being 

submitted to the planning authority. This proposal will help achieve the provision of 

this bridge that has been on the council’s list of capital projects for many years. 

3.2 Revised proposals have taken on board many of the comments raised, including an 

additional access from Hallett Road that will distribute traffic more evenly and allow it 

to move more freely; ongoing discussions with Hampshire County Council [HCC] to 

resolve parking and traffic flow management; redesign of the Manor Farm part of the 

site to improve the relationship of new dwellings to existing and retention and 

relocation of vegetable stall/market adjoining proposed allotments. 

 

4. DEVELOPMENT CONSULTATION FORUM (1)  

4.1 At the Development Consultation Forum [DCF] meeting on the 15th March 2012 the 

results of the Public Consultation were reported using a PowerPoint presentation 

followed by a question and answer session from Councillors, officers, third party 

organisations and the local community. The results of both the Exhibition and DCF 
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dictated that further technical work was required to be explored. These are reported 

on the council’s website at; http://www.havant.gov.uk/havant-12245 

4.2 Councillors raised a number of questions the key issues relating to the following; 

• The mix of private and affordable dwellings; 

• Policies relating to Sustainability of Houses; 

• Parking provision; 

• Network Rail and the development of the footbridge; 

• Traffic survey results and accident records; 

•  Adoption of Roads; 

• Construction Traffic routes; 

• Distribution of affordable housing; 

• Provision of foul and surface water solutions; 

• Impact of Trees with TPO’s 

 

5. POST DCF WORK – March to September 2012 

5.1 During the following weeks and months further work was undertaken to include on-

going meetings with the council’s officers and following an invitation from the 

Warblington and Denvilles Residents Association (WaDRA) to attend a public 

meeting on the 24th May 2012, a further presentation was made at Warblington 

School during the evening. Over one hundred local residents attended who heard a 

full presentation including video clips of real-time traffic surveys along Southleigh 

Road to include those junctions leading to the east as well as the railway crossing. A 

full debate took place and many questions were asked leading to further work 

particularly in relation to accident figures and follow-up survey material. [See 

Appendix 2] 

5.2 All the questions raised at the DCF in March were scrutinised and greater technical 

analysis was undertaken of previous and new work. 

5.3 The further revised proposals were the subject of a 2nd Exhibition, held on 18th 

September 2012, also at St Faiths Parish Hall. The results are summarised in 

Appendix 3 below.  
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6. SEPEMBER 2012 – PUBLIC CONSULTATION  

6.1 A second public exhibition was held on Tuesday 18th Sept from 1.30 to 7.30, again at 

St Faith’s Parish Hall in Havant. Publicity for the event was the same as previously. 

86 people attended the exhibition during the course of the afternoon (17% turnout). 

From these, 18 comment sheets were returned, a 20% response.  Five further 

comments were received by email by 23rd October 2012. 

 

Photographs taken at the 
September Exhibition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.2 Although fewer people attended the second exhibition than the first, those that did 

attend were much more interested in the detail, many discussing boundary treatment 

including existing and proposed walls, fences, hedges and trees. They also 

expressed interest in the design and scope of individual house types and the 

relationships of proposed dwellings to those existing. The single outstanding issue 

remained the topic of transport and the likely effects upon the existing network in 

combination with Southleigh Road and the level crossing. 

 

7. DEVELOPMENT CONSULTATION FORUM (2)  

7.1 Following this exhibition a second DCF meeting was held on 11th October 2012 to 

allow a further presentation to be made to Members, planning officers and the public 

to present the latest scheme and to discuss the proposals and public feedback.  
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7.2 The public exhibition was mounted an hour before the event in order to deal with 

individual questions and run through the detailed changes to the proposed layout. 

Comments raised at the second exhibition were again listened to and detailed 

matters included in the revised plans prepared and presented to the DCF, for 

example, trees at the end of Hallett Road being retained by narrowing and realigning 

the new access at this point, and chalet bungalows shown adjoining the bungalows 

on Fifth Avenue.  

7.3 As before, traffic and issues with the level crossing raised questions. Traffic studies 

and proposed mitigation measures including S106 contributions towards the 

footbridge over the railway were discussed with a view to minimising the impact of 

additional traffic generated by the proposals. In response to questions raised, a 

number of issues have continued to be considered, including the impact on the level 

crossing, sight lines at Hallett Road, trees at Hallett Road being investigated with an 

intention to preserve if possible, Transport/Travel assessments to be produced; 

improvements to pedestrian crossing being assessed and noise from the proposed 

pumping station to be addressed via noise assessment/vibration assessment. 

7.4 The full report of the Council’s DCF meeting can be found at: 

http://www.havant.gov.uk/havant-12619 

7.5 The significant change between the first and second DCF meetings, as reported by 

the Council, is that Councillor’s questions were more limited to raising issues about 

play areas being overlooked by surrounding properties whilst questions from the floor 

included porous road surfaces; a TPO tree located to the east of Hallett Road; future 

maintenance of landscaping; the whereabouts of the traffic video results and the 

retention / management of the Poplar trees to the north of the site and possible noise 

from the pumping station. 

 

8. CONCLUSION 

8.1 Although work began first in 2005 with Planning Officers and Ward Councillors as 

part of the normal planning process to identify potential housing sites for future 

development, submissions of some technical work to inform the process were not 

submitted until 2006 and 2007. With changes in the legislation, a new Government, 

the Council’s preparation and eventual adoption of the Core Strategy for Havant 

http://www.havant.gov.uk/havant-12619
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Borough Council, it only been appropriate more recently to consider greater detailed 

proposals and share the process more widely with other stakeholders. 

8.2 The last twelve months has seen much greater intensity of activity trying to bring 

forward much needed housing into the Borough and providing employment in the 

construction industry, wholly in accordance with the Council’s policies. The 

Community Involvement has helped to inform that process evidenced by the 

information above. 

8.3 The process does not end with the submission of a planning application because 

should planning permission be granted, the developers will then enter a period of 

construction which the community will no doubt wish to monitor. To accommodate 

that objective, an on-going dialogue will continue between the council, local 

stakeholders and many other organisations.  
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9. APPENDIX 1 – BOARDS & COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM THE MARCH 2012 
EXHIBITION 
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Positive Comments Number 
Trails for walking – good, yes please 1 
Not averse to development given the need for housing, in particular, 
affordable housing / No objection to good housing developments / 
accept need for new housing / hard to argue against need but…. 

6 

Good use of area for new homes / positive about the proposals 3 
Approach seems sympathetic to local environment and confident that 
buildings will blend in /  

1 

Impressed by information given / thank you for exhibition, shows 
genuine desire to involve local community 

4 

Pleasing to see consideration to recreational space and general 
environment / local community gain of informal open space and 
allotments 

3 

After speaking to drainage engineer, satisfied that open ditch and 
balancing ponds, and storm drains not soakaways, would relieve any 
flooding 

1 

If people are worried about traffic they should park their cars at home 
and walk! 

1 

Pedestrian footbridge would help ease pedestrian congestion and 
contribute to safety / very important for safety 

2 

Link to new cycle path down side of playing field for alternative walking 
route to Havant 

1 

  
Negative Comments - Traffic  
Concerned re. amount of additional traffic on Southleigh Road / 2 cars 
per house will lead to massive congestion / 300 extra cars / Southleigh 
Road is notoriously dangerous already / speeding 

24 

Traffic calming essential on Southleigh Road 2 
Junction of Hallett Road / Southleigh Road is very dangerous – 
speeding makes it difficult to cross and for cyclists to get to Fourth Av 
and into town 

1 

Strongly object to using estate roads through existing housing / impact 
on feeder roads would be unbelievable / Glenleigh Road always has 
parked cars and flow of traffic would not work / residents don’t want 
more traffic or double yellow lines to stop them parking / roads not 
designed to take heavy traffic / Blenheim Gardens cannot take extra 
traffic, already difficult with parked cars/ can’t cope with extra cars / 
how will it work – too narrow / Glenleigh Park would become a rat run – 
too narrow / access and egress onto Southleigh Road would be 
impossible / sharp bend in Blenheim Gardens already used for parking, 
additional traffic will make it even more dangerous  

23 

Level crossing on Southleigh Road is main issue / always long queues 
especially as crossing gates are closed for too long / this issue must be 
addressed / Must be sorted before any more traffic on this road / 
queuing on both sides / crossing is at tolerance level- any amendments 
unlikely to bring sufficient benefits  to compensate for additional traffic 

29 

Suggest that Network Rail (NR) alter their signalling as long delays 
cause queues and access problems  

1 

Don’t believe that negotiations with NR will make any significant 
improvements to traffic in Southleigh Rd / will not change timetable - 
nonsense 

2 

Safety – development will add more traffic and safety doesn’t seem to 
be a priority. Family housing will require pedestrian crossings on 
Southleigh Road and Fifth Avenue will become a busy entrance. No 
sign of making it easier / safer for families/ safety for elderly, particularly 
on Glenleigh Park 

3 
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Traffic surveys – 2 days not enough proof to gauge traffic flows and 
directions / need more info. to support traffic predictions / projected 
figures not reassuring / sceptical about results / a lot more work 
required to convince locals of figures/ questionable results, please 
detail how it was calculated / need joint study to include new 
development at Warblington and new hockey pitches / do you have a 
crystal ball to predict traffic?/ insulting to be told that most traffic will go 
north to avoid the crossing – this won’t happen/ to travel north will have 
to cross through queuing traffic/ don’t believe figures, most traffic will go 
south  / 70% going north is not acceptable, people only go north if they 
are travelling north / cant’t be right  

18 

Traffic flow information has assumed too many journeys starting in 
Emsworth and that proposals would only be a few more – Emsworth 
already busy / more info required 

2 

A previous study ruled Blenheim Gardens out for lorries – should be the 
same for cars / using lorries as a reason to say number of cars is ok is 
an insult, these lorries only affected a few houses, proposal will affect 
lots 

2 

Don’t understand how a pedestrian bridge at the level crossing will 
ease traffic / can you drive over it? / footbridge is needed but won’t 
affect traffic flow / nonsense / not based on any evidence/ may help 
existing traffic but not additional/ its proposed location would encourage 
school children to cross in front of stationary cars or moving traffic 
when gates are open / fine for schoolchildren but what about rest of the 
day/ located on wrong side of the road so will not help / not seen the 
alleged conflict with school children and traffic/ real survey needed 

22 

Have alternative access points been investigated? / Should utilise new 
slip road off Horndean Road / new feeder road to top end of Southleigh 
Road / new link over railway to  A27 / travel lodge should contribute to 
new link /  why no exit north to Southleigh Road / brand new road to 
Emsworth Common Road or to northern end of Southleigh Road would 
remove a lot of anti – feelings towards this new devt / no new road – no 
new houses  

15 

A new access north to Southleigh Road will enable more choice of 
route but may need more housing on Spindle Close triangle to pay for it 

1 

More thought need to be given to traffic related matters 3 
Any alternative routes would cause congestion at other junctions / 
would be longer and increase fuel costs / carbon footprint 

3 

Blenheim Gardens road is in a poor state and will need to be improved 1 
Recent refusal of planning permission for 6/7 flats close to level 
crossing due to projected traffic impact – how have conditions changed 
to make 200 houses of little concern 

1 

A council rep. has said that congestion is not a H & S issue, parents of 
children at school who wait at crossing would disagree 

1 

Is Hallett Road not to be used as an access because of an agreement 
with owner of Manor Farm, if so, it stinks! / is just a tree stopping 
access from Hallett Road!!/ why is this obvious road for access being 
discounted/ don’t accept reason for not using Hallett road / should use 
Hallett Road as well - will allow traffic to move more freely 

5 

Proposals show ‘keep clear’ at Spindles Road, are developers 
expecting queues this long? / keep clear markings will make no 
difference, traffic turning north will have limited visibility and turning 
space due to queuing traffic 

2 
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Drainage problems in Fifth Avenue, development will make worse / 
housing at Manor Farm rejected in past due to natural springs and 
flooding 

2 

How will contaminated soil be removed 1 
Not enough amenities for proposed increase in population / what about 
schools / infrastructure / shops, supermarkets/ doctors / scale of 
development relative to existing infrastructure is major issue / no 
amenities for teenagers or pensioners 

9 

Worried about height of houses next to bungalows in Fifth Av. These 
should be lower and build up to full height to the east 

1 

Can assurance be given that railway crossing gates will not be 
permanently  closed as the cheapest option  

1 

Not amused by proposals, strategy is a travesty / Not supportive / 
Completely against / Not happy don’t current residents have rights – 
will object 

4 

Too many houses, probably 120 -140 would be better / current 
proposals for 200 may increase / may be thin end of the wedge  

3 

So many empty houses in and around Havant already / finish and 
occupy one (Warblington) before another starts 

2 

Need starter homes, not 3/4/5 beds 1 
Denvilles house prices will fall / Depreciate property values 2 
Local wildlife will suffer if houses built on Manor Farm 2 
Concerned that further development will take place on remaining land / 
once green belt sold off will set precedent for more  

3 

Surely a new access/bridge over the railway will be cheaper than 
meeting compensation claims from turning Glenleigh Park and Hallett 
Road into through roads .Would inconvenience very few people and 
have no impact on problems at Warblington Crossing 

 
 
1 

High proportion of affordable housing will be a nightmare, Havant 1 

Traffic on Southleigh Road noticeably increased when Locks Farm 
housing built, a similar increase is unacceptable  

2 

Site is close to town centre but plans do not show or encourage 
alternative forms of transport / cycle routes 

1 

Increase in traffic noise should be a consideration  4 
Denvilles has a high percentage of elderly – new younger families will 
significantly increase traffic flows 

1 

No public transport on Sundays, Bank Hols or evenings  1 
Which roads will be used for construction traffic – no-one knows 1 
Inaccurate to say nursery traffic is scaled down is inaccurate, they have 
been non-existent for last 2 years. To say that this use may restart is a 
threat. Still will have to contend with construction traffic 

1 

This development is not in isolation, other developments will also add 
to congestion eg. new crematorium at Bartons Rd 

1 

A27 is key link and any action which impedes access to it by a direct 
route ie over the railway will be unacceptable to residents 

1 

Glenleigh Park is first to be blocked by queuing traffic therefore should 
be avoided as an access point 

1 

  
Negative Comments - Other  
Please retain Manor Farm veg. shop / Is the veg. shop to disappear? / 
what is the benefit of the relocation of the veg shop 

3 

No problem with allotments, but against play area as it will attract rowdy 
teenagers / the amount of open space, play areas and allotments show 
good intentions but attract nefarious activities 

2 

What is the brownies storage facility? 1 
Overlooking potential to properties in Glenleigh Park – told there is a 22 
m. gap but need screening / overlooking and loss of privacy / loss of 
security 

3 
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already ruined because Leigh Park is so close  
Most affordable housing seems to be concentrated to north of site – 
what will boundary treatment be, trees are in a sad state to retain 

1 

The greenhouses are not an eyesore – this comment is not supported 
by residents  

2 

3-storey buildings as a focal point? Other than visual, what is the 
benefit – a wind turbine or gasometer could be a focal point 

1 

The ecology pond will become a dumping ground and be dangerous for 
small children 

1 

Concerned about affordable housing to rear of their property 1 
Round off urban edge is developer speak for developing in the green 
belt 

1 

Object to sewage pumping station on doorstep – odours and 
appearance 

1 

Queuing traffic on Glenleigh Road which is predominantly bungalows 
occupied by the elderly with bedrooms to the front will increase noise 
and pollution 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments / Suggestions / Questions  
Link veg. shop to allotments / community farm project (such as Havant 
Transition Town at www.htn2020.org.uk)   

1 

Ecological enhancements and allotments  must be a high priority to 
improve what’s there, and avoid ornamental shrubbery 

1 

Build in energy saving / generating features 1 
Specific to 14 Chartwell Av. – what will be boundary treatment/ type of 
properties to rear/ will existing trees remain / time scale for 
development? 

1 

Trees shown on plan around ‘Windrush’, but thought there were only a 
few TPO’d trees and none in this location? 

1 

Pedestrian bridge would be essential if this goes ahead 1 
Houses should be sympathetic to local area and ensure design 
harmony between both developers 

1 

* Set of A3 plans to Mrs V Martin at 19 Fifth Avenue 1 
Will grants be given to provide hardstanding to get cars off roads 1 
What is proposed time scale? 3 
Fields have been neglected for past couple of years 1 
Copsey’s are in liquidation and therefore of no benefit to the area 1 
Why isn’t triangular field to east of Castle Avenue considered for 
development  - it would be ideal to build road bridge over railway to link 
with this development  

1 

What is current council housing waiting list 1 
What percentage of houses would be lifetime standards 1 
HCC should be approached to introduce reduced speed limits either 
side of the level crossing 

1 

Hope negotiations with NR will deliver footbridge – local MP has been 
involved and unsuccessfully campaigned for something to relieve what 
is a genuine local problem 

1 

http://www.htn2020.org.uk/
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10. APPENDIX 2 – Letter from Warblington & Denvilles Residents’ Association 
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11. APPENDIX 3 – BOARDS & COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM THE SEPTEMBER 
2012 EXHIBITION 
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Positive Comments Number 
Appreciate provision of open land with public access 1 
Thank you for public exhibition and helpful explanations – very 
encouraging / thank you for exhibition, well presented info and displays / 

2 

Good idea to use Hallett Road, will spread the load 1 
Plans look acceptable, generally in favour 1 
Positive developments 1 
Environmental issues seem well assessed 1 
Negative Comments  
Traffic / congestion would be an issue / suspicious that effect of increase 
traffic been underestimated, already increasing at junction of Emsworth 
Rd and Fifth Avenue and bottom half of Blenheim Gardens with cars 
parked on road / don’t believe figures on extra traffic / not possible that 
200 family houses will only generate numbers claimed / don’t believe the 
traffic video supposedly taken at peak time, traffic queues to Havant one 
way and the by-pass the other / don’t’ understand why 120 additional 
cars for 190 houses /has the increase in number of vehicles using 
Southleigh Rd due to the development at Westbourne Farm been 
factored in? 

10 

Difficult and frustrating problem of the level crossing – no way that the 
proposed development will not increase congestion and waiting times – 
unless gates are treated as a priority / try getting out of First Avenue at 
peak times , timing of gates need to be adjusted / queues of traffic at 
gates will be unworkable / queues block traffic lights at Green Pond 
corner / essential to have a new footbridge to make it safer 

5 

Hallett Road opening will spread load but will all end up on Southleigh 
Road anyway to cause congestion / additional traffic exiting feeder roads 
will slow traffic and probably cause accidents/ delays and frustration / 
any proposal to provide a road narrowing between Hallett Rd and the 
level crossing would only make traffic situation worse  

3 

Hallet Road as a through Road: narrow road and part of a crossroads at 
Southleigh Rd; turning difficult signs erected – has the potential to 
greatly increase no. of minor accidents / junction is dangerous, need to 
restrict traffic flows.  

2 

Residents of Hallett Rd believe that the change of plan to open it up was 
due to a vociferous minority from other feeder roads, with safer exits 
onto Southfields Rd 

1 

Living locally, know that the majority leave estates and go south down 
Southleigh Road and rarely go north. Believe new residents would do 
the same 

1 

Footpath and pedestrian bridge is just a sweetener. Do residents either 
side have a chance to protest? / not convinced this will address 200 
extra homes, mostly using cars 

2 

Why is this development being discussed conveniently with new 
proposals for a footbridge at Warblington Halt – financial inducements to 
support a planning application have no place in planning? 

1 

Need a second level crossing at southern end of new housing to relieve 
pressure on Southleigh crossing 

1 

Pollution from waiting traffic (can be up to 20 mins and drivers don’t  
switch off) 

2 

Access from Blenheim Road is on a blind corner 1 
Spindle Close junction onto Southleigh Rd – lack of visibility to north 1 
Concerns over construction traffic – mud, danger, especially to 
motorbikes 

1 

Infrastructure provision – changed little since the 1960’s especially north 1 
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of the railway line and prior to other new developments – concerned that 
services will not cope without considerable expansion 
Whole area is overstretched in every way – traffic, level crossing, no 
decent nightlife or restaurants or good shops /overpopulated and 
unpleasant place to live 

1 

Noise / noise control. Will design and layout reduce existing noise levels 
to existing residents eg. traffic from A27 / construction noise levels 
/noise disturbance from pumping station, particularly at night leading to 
health issues resulting from loss of sleep / noise control is an issue 

1 

VERY concerned that there will be 2-storey houses on the edge of the 
development at Fifth Avenue – would cause overshadowing and loss of 
privacy and light (and create precedent for 2-storey housing in an area 
of bungalows) 

1 

Note with disgust no effort made to retain sycamore trees at end of 
Hallett Rd, an extremely important feature, protected by TPO 

1 

Why have revised plans show a different distribution of dwellings? 1 
Comments / Suggestions / Questions  
Would appreciate consultation regarding boundary screening – 
appreciate efforts to respect privacy but don’t want tall trees / would 
extra trees or vegetation be planted at boundary beyond gardens 
(Blenheim Gardens) as a buffer? / 

2 

Would like a right of way/ cycle track across farm land to Emsworth if at 
all possible, would be a great asset / any chance of a football pitch? 

2 

Visited exhibition with a view to purchase a property – lovely area, 
designs and views 

1 

Greater certainty on provision of associate resources would be good, 
particularly allotments 

1 

Drainage east of Manor Farm can be an issue so review of existing 
concreted areas may be needed, but happy with SUDs compliance 
elsewhere 

1 

Following discussion with Vectis – require a copy of the traffic survey 
results for junction of Glenleigh Pk and Southleigh Rd- omitted from 
display boards 

1 
 

Drainage proposals await to be proven 1 
More land should be made available at Warblington School to allow 
parents to collect children without blocking roads 

1 

Sleeping policemen in Southleigh Rd would reduce speed and notices 
put up to turn of engines whilst waiting  

1 

To save trees, road at end of Hallett Rd could be narrowed and rumble 
strip put in – this would save trees and be a traffic calming device 

1 

Consider restricting access through new development to a 1- way 
system, in from north and out through Glenleigh Park and Hallett Rd 

1 
 

Network Rail electronic sign required to say when next train is due 1 
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	Luken Beck Ltd
	1. INTRODUCTION
	1.1 The Statement of Community Involvement has been undertaken on behalf of BDW Southampton Ltd and Generator Group LLP in accordance with Havant Borough Council’s [HBC] adopted Statement of Community Involvement 2006.
	1.2 In summary, two public exhibitions have taken place together with two Consultation Forums in accordance with guidance offered by the Local Planning Authority. A public meeting has been addressed at the invitation of the local Resident’s Association and throughout the process, elected Ward Members, Council Officers and other stakeholders have been kept informed.
	1.3 The proposals have evolved throughout the process with input from all participants in the process.

	2. MARCH 2012 – PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
	2.1 During March 2012 a public exhibition took place the objective being to share initial ideas and preliminary work relating to residential development of this site with the local community and other interested parties culminating in a more formal presentation to the Havant Borough Council Development Consultation Forum [DCF] in order to seek comments and ideas from interested parties. Even at this early stage and as a result of preliminary discussions with the Resident’s Association and the Guides Association, the scheme incorporated repositioned and permanent ‘Brownie Hut’ for the storage of equipment.
	Photograph taken at exhibition on  6.3.12
	2.2 The first stage was the public exhibition held on the 6th March followed by DCF meeting on 15th March 2012.
	2.3 The purpose of the exhibition was to explain the background to the proposals on a site identified by the Council for possible development in the future and to set out the preliminary work that had been undertaken. Before engaging the wider public to seek their views, discussions had been ongoing with officers of the Borough Council as well as Hampshire County Council, in their capacity as Highway Authority, in order to address known issues of a technical nature that would need to be considered as part of any planning application.
	2.4 A land survey, tree survey, ecology and geotechnical study and Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment have all been undertaken. A drainage strategy has also been formulated on the basis of current surveys for any proposed development. A full constraints and opportunities plan has been drawn up (see below) as a result of which an indicative layout had been produced for discussion. This layout respected existing residential boundary treatment, privacy and amenity, but catered for additional open space for the community and potential for new allotments. One of the main drivers has been to ‘round off’ the urban edge creating a new soft edge to the countryside located to the east of the site. The highway network has been analysed particularly in relation to the railway crossing on Southleigh Road. Meanwhile the Council continued discussions with Network Rail to facilitate the delivery of a pedestrian footbridge, to be funded through the normal planning obligations associated with nearby schemes,  designed to mitigate developments by improving pedestrian safety.
	2.5 The public exhibition was held on March 6th 2012 from 1.30 – 7.00 pm at St Faiths Church Hall in Havant, the summary of comments is set out below. 
	2.6 495 leaflets were distributed, adverts placed in local paper and in One Stop and also on the Barratt David Wilson [BDW] website. Individual letters/ emails were sent to local councillors. A total of 202 people attended the exhibition (40% turnout). Of these attendees, 38 Comment Sheets were returned on the day, an 18.8% response. An additional 10 email comments and 11 postal comments were received (20/03/12), making a 25% response overall (from attendees). The comments are summarised IN Appendix 1 below:
	2.7 From an analysis of the comments, it was clear that the key issues arising from the community consultation included the traffic implications of any residential development given the location of the site in relation to Southleigh Road and the level crossing over the railway to the south. Other areas of concern included localised flooding towards the north west of the site, the relationships of proposed housing to existing residences, the design of certain aspects of the layout including different house types and boundary features, the opening up of Hallett Road, possible allotments, the retention of the vegetable stall/market and the provision of new open space.

	3. POST EXHIBITION WORK 
	3.1 Since that exhibition work continued to address the issues and as a result of listening to all these comments, a great deal of further work was undertaken including additional detailed traffic surveys and video monitoring to update and complement the traffic data upon which the scheme is based. Results from these now provide even more up-to-date and accurate traffic information to support the proposals. Positive progress has been made with Network Rail and HCC Highways with regard to a pedestrian footbridge over the railway line, facilitating an application being submitted to the planning authority. This proposal will help achieve the provision of this bridge that has been on the council’s list of capital projects for many years.
	3.2 Revised proposals have taken on board many of the comments raised, including an additional access from Hallett Road that will distribute traffic more evenly and allow it to move more freely; ongoing discussions with Hampshire County Council [HCC] to resolve parking and traffic flow management; redesign of the Manor Farm part of the site to improve the relationship of new dwellings to existing and retention and relocation of vegetable stall/market adjoining proposed allotments.

	4. DEVELOPMENT CONSULTATION FORUM (1) 
	4.1 At the Development Consultation Forum [DCF] meeting on the 15th March 2012 the results of the Public Consultation were reported using a PowerPoint presentation followed by a question and answer session from Councillors, officers, third party organisations and the local community. The results of both the Exhibition and DCF dictated that further technical work was required to be explored. These are reported on the council’s website at; http://www.havant.gov.uk/havant-12245
	4.2 Councillors raised a number of questions the key issues relating to the following;
	 The mix of private and affordable dwellings;
	 Policies relating to Sustainability of Houses;
	 Parking provision;
	 Network Rail and the development of the footbridge;
	 Traffic survey results and accident records;
	  Adoption of Roads;
	 Construction Traffic routes;
	 Distribution of affordable housing;
	 Provision of foul and surface water solutions;
	 Impact of Trees with TPO’s

	5. POST DCF WORK – March to September 2012
	5.1 During the following weeks and months further work was undertaken to include on-going meetings with the council’s officers and following an invitation from the Warblington and Denvilles Residents Association (WaDRA) to attend a public meeting on the 24th May 2012, a further presentation was made at Warblington School during the evening. Over one hundred local residents attended who heard a full presentation including video clips of real-time traffic surveys along Southleigh Road to include those junctions leading to the east as well as the railway crossing. A full debate took place and many questions were asked leading to further work particularly in relation to accident figures and follow-up survey material. [See Appendix 2]
	5.2 All the questions raised at the DCF in March were scrutinised and greater technical analysis was undertaken of previous and new work.
	5.3 The further revised proposals were the subject of a 2nd Exhibition, held on 18th September 2012, also at St Faiths Parish Hall. The results are summarised in Appendix 3 below. 

	6. SEPEMBER 2012 – PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
	6.1 A second public exhibition was held on Tuesday 18th Sept from 1.30 to 7.30, again at St Faith’s Parish Hall in Havant. Publicity for the event was the same as previously. 86 people attended the exhibition during the course of the afternoon (17% turnout). From these, 18 comment sheets were returned, a 20% response.  Five further comments were received by email by 23rd October 2012.
	Photographs taken at the September Exhibition
	6.2 Although fewer people attended the second exhibition than the first, those that did attend were much more interested in the detail, many discussing boundary treatment including existing and proposed walls, fences, hedges and trees. They also expressed interest in the design and scope of individual house types and the relationships of proposed dwellings to those existing. The single outstanding issue remained the topic of transport and the likely effects upon the existing network in combination with Southleigh Road and the level crossing.

	7. DEVELOPMENT CONSULTATION FORUM (2) 
	7.1 Following this exhibition a second DCF meeting was held on 11th October 2012 to allow a further presentation to be made to Members, planning officers and the public to present the latest scheme and to discuss the proposals and public feedback. 
	7.2 The public exhibition was mounted an hour before the event in order to deal with individual questions and run through the detailed changes to the proposed layout. Comments raised at the second exhibition were again listened to and detailed matters included in the revised plans prepared and presented to the DCF, for example, trees at the end of Hallett Road being retained by narrowing and realigning the new access at this point, and chalet bungalows shown adjoining the bungalows on Fifth Avenue. 
	7.3 As before, traffic and issues with the level crossing raised questions. Traffic studies and proposed mitigation measures including S106 contributions towards the footbridge over the railway were discussed with a view to minimising the impact of additional traffic generated by the proposals. In response to questions raised, a number of issues have continued to be considered, including the impact on the level crossing, sight lines at Hallett Road, trees at Hallett Road being investigated with an intention to preserve if possible, Transport/Travel assessments to be produced; improvements to pedestrian crossing being assessed and noise from the proposed pumping station to be addressed via noise assessment/vibration assessment.
	7.4 The full report of the Council’s DCF meeting can be found at: http://www.havant.gov.uk/havant-12619
	7.5 The significant change between the first and second DCF meetings, as reported by the Council, is that Councillor’s questions were more limited to raising issues about play areas being overlooked by surrounding properties whilst questions from the floor included porous road surfaces; a TPO tree located to the east of Hallett Road; future maintenance of landscaping; the whereabouts of the traffic video results and the retention / management of the Poplar trees to the north of the site and possible noise from the pumping station.

	8. CONCLUSION
	8.1 Although work began first in 2005 with Planning Officers and Ward Councillors as part of the normal planning process to identify potential housing sites for future development, submissions of some technical work to inform the process were not submitted until 2006 and 2007. With changes in the legislation, a new Government, the Council’s preparation and eventual adoption of the Core Strategy for Havant Borough Council, it only been appropriate more recently to consider greater detailed proposals and share the process more widely with other stakeholders.
	8.2 The last twelve months has seen much greater intensity of activity trying to bring forward much needed housing into the Borough and providing employment in the construction industry, wholly in accordance with the Council’s policies. The Community Involvement has helped to inform that process evidenced by the information above.
	8.3 The process does not end with the submission of a planning application because should planning permission be granted, the developers will then enter a period of construction which the community will no doubt wish to monitor. To accommodate that objective, an on-going dialogue will continue between the council, local stakeholders and many other organisations. 

	9. APPENDIX 1 – BOARDS & COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM THE MARCH 2012 EXHIBITION
	10. APPENDIX 2 – Letter from Warblington & Denvilles Residents’ Association
	11. APPENDIX 3 – BOARDS & COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM THE SEPTEMBER 2012 EXHIBITION

