APP/12/00999
FORESHORE AT SOUTH HAYLING ISLAND, EASTSTOKE, HAYLING ISLAND
CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ROCK ARMOUR REVETMENT, TOGETHER WITH THREE NEW GROYNES. IN ADDITION THERE WILL BE TWO ACCESS AND DRAINAGE POINTS, A BEACH RECHARGE, REFURBISHMENT OF THE SPLASH WALL AND IMPROVED ACCESS AND STOP LOGS AT BOSMERE AND NUTBOURNE ROAD.
PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK

NPPF paragraphs 14 and 115; RE4, BE11, BE12: Adopted Chichester District Local Plan 1999. Chichester Harbour AONB Management Plan 2004-2009: BD1, BD2.
CHICHESTER HARBOUR CONSERVANCY’S COMMENTS

This application relates to a coastal defence scheme along the Eastoke Point frontage of Hayling Island.  In 2009 Havant Borough Council commissioned the Eastoke Point Coastal Defence Study to develop a sustainable coastal defence scheme to manage coastal erosion and flooding risks along the Eastoke Point frontage.  The study considered six main options for coastal defences with the preferred option forming the subject of this current application.  The application includes groyne replacement or improvement; rock revetment; improvement and maintenance of splash wall; beach recharge, recycling and management; groyne maintenance and revetment maintenance.  The proposed scheme has been designed to be capable of adaptation in light of changes to wave conditions, tide levels, adverse environmental impacts, navigational hazards or the scheme not achieving the required standard of protection.  The Conservancy supports the proposal in principle and has been one of the key stakeholders throughout the process, providing feedback and comment on the preferred scheme.  

The details of the scheme are as follows:

Groyne replacement or improvement : Groyne numbers 4, 5, 6 and 7 to be replaced by new rock groynes constructed with 3-6 tonne rock.  The majority of the groyne will normally be buried by the  beach, with the top being up to 1m above the level of the beach.  For groyne 2, the existing timber will be shortened and converted into a short rock groyne.  It is proposed to connect the existing timber groynes (9, 10 and 11) to the new rock revetment with 3-6 tonne rock.  This connection will normally be buried under the beach and will act to prevent waves running around the landward end of the groyne.

Rock revetment : Construction of a new rock revetment between groyne 2 and 11, using 3-6 tonne rock.  Between groynes 6 and 11 the revetment will protect the existing concrete recurve seawall from undermining and erosion.   It will also assist in stabilising the top of the beach and act as a second line of defence in storm conditions.  Between groynes 2 and 4 the revetment will provide a secondary defence at the back of the beach.  The  majority of the new revetment will be covered in beach material and therefore not be visible except if exposed in a storm event, but in some areas it may be necessary to use the rock to increase the height of the back of the beach.

Existing splash wall : The existing splash wall is at the rear of the promenade and extends from groyne 7 westwards.  It is a concrete wall in reasonable condition.  The opportunity will be taken to carry out concrete repairs to the wall and provide a surface coating to the wall (light blue) which will increase its durability.  A new ‘stoplog’ will be installed in the wall and an access ramp provided at the other stoplog location, to improve disabled access to the promenade.

Beach recharge : It will be necessary to recharge the beach between groynes 3 and 7 to help provide the primary coastal defence in this location.  In the past it has been difficult to maintain the profile of the beach and part of the current scheme is to design the groynes to keep the beach and recharged materials in place.  The beach recharge material is likely to be similar or a coarser grading to that of the existing beach.

Groyne maintenance : There will be a continuing need to maintain the rock groynes if rocks become displaced or if it is found that the groynes need to be amended in height or length.  Given the size of the proposed rocks, this is likely to be infrequent.

Revetment maintenance : There will be a continuing need to maintain the rock revetment if rocks become displaced.  Given the size of the proposed rocks, this is likely to be infrequent.

Beach recycling and management : It is likely that the current beach recycling and management regime will need to continue once the scheme is completed as it is necessary to maintain the primary defence (the beach) to the required standard.  It is hoped however that both the quantity and frequency of the operation will reduce following the proposed works.

The scheme will take approximately six months to construct and the preferred construction period is April to September.  

The proposed location of the scheme lies on the western entrance to Chichester Harbour and as such a proportion lies within the AONB.  Throughout the pre-consultation period we have highlighted potential landscape impacts of the scheme when approaching Chichester Harbour from the Solent, alteration of the sediment supply to the significant roost site at Black Point and impacts upon navigation arising from changes in sediment movement patterns.  It is our understanding that these factors have been incorporated into the final design of the scheme.

In terms of the sediment supply to Black Point, it is stated that one of the key aims of the scheme is to maintain this supply.  The rock groynes that are proposed are not significantly higher or longer than the existing timber groynes they replace, and therefore the sediment pathway should not be significantly affected.  It is also stated that often there can be a lag in sediment pathways when new structures are installed and sediment supply is interrupted.  However, as beach recharge forms a significant part of the scheme, this lag effect has been reduced.  Havant Borough Council state that should there be any negative effect on the supply of sediment to Black Point, the rock groynes are adaptable and can easily be shortened by removing rocks from the seaward end.  It will be essential that the sediment transport monitoring along the frontage continues after the scheme has been installed.  It will also be important that wider monitoring also occurs in terms of identifying any navigational issues arising from changes in sediment movement patterns in and around the entrance to Chichester Harbour, and any subsequent remedial action taken.  We would seek a commitment to continue recycling any excessive build up of material that impinges upon navigation, or intertidal structures in the vicinity.  

The works lie at the western entrance to Chichester Harbour, partly within the AONB.  As such the rocks used for the groynes and revetments will need to be in keeping with structures already in place and the wider landscape.  It is stated that a hard granite stone (syenite) may be the preferred choice, but it will depend upon market forces at the time of construction.  It will be important that the final rock choice is in keeping with the local and wider landscape.
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12/11/12
CONSIDERED BY 

Chichester Harbour Conservancy Planning Committee sub-group under delegated powers.
RECOMMENDATION

The Local Planning Authority is advised that the Conservancy has no objection to this application, but asks that the following matters be negotiated if possible:-

· Establishment of a long-term monitoring regime of sediment movement to Black Point;
· Establishment of an appropriate, long-term monitoring regime in and around the entrance to Chichester Harbour;
· Commitment to continue recycling any excessive build up of material that impinges upon navigation, or intertidal structures in the vicinity; 
· Rock choice for revetment and groynes to be in keeping with the local and wider landscape.

