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	Havant Borough Council
Development Services Manager

Civic Offices

Havant

Hampshire, PO9 2AX
	Our ref:
IMSO 001261
Your ref:
APP/11/01100
Date:

31/08/2011



	Chichester and Langstone Harbours Special Protection Area/Ramsar (SPA/Ramsar) 

Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Chichester Harbour Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)


Location: Cockle Point, Marine Walk, Hayling Island PO11 9PQ 

For: Alex Sebbinger
SELSMORE SEA WALL MAINTENANCE: 

Dear Alex
This letter outlines the proposed amendment to this Scheme from Gabion baskets to Rock Revetment (Rip rap).

The amendment comprises the replacement of the proposed Gabion basket approach with a Rip rap approach. This will be constructed to the same height and extent as previously proposed, however will encroach some 1.5m further onto the foreshore, than at present. This amendment has been driven by the Chichester Harbour AONB Harbour Conservancy required AONB Works Licence. We have been made aware that the preferred approach for retaining as naturalistic an appearance as possible within the AONB is Rip rap.
The amendment is changed from the following:

Proposal:  Reconstruct 230m sea defence to the original design height, within footprint of existing defence. Remove existing failed concrete and geotextile. Install staggered wall of five 500mm gabion baskets on 250mm foundation. Reinstate existing beach profile leaving only the top two gabions visible. Reinstate footpath along crest.

To:

Proposal:  Reconstruct 230m sea defence to the original design height, within environmental footprint of existing defence apart from a 1.5m encroachment onto shingle foreshore. Profile the embankment prior to installation of Rip-rap with a 1800mm foundation. Reinstate existing beach profile over foundation. 

Due to change in case officer from Tom Schindl to Hilary Crane / Simon Thompson, we have not had chance to gain continued formal assent to the shadow CROW Act Appendix 3 and Shadow Appropriate Assessment, but have been informally keeping Natural England up to date with this approach which they are happy with. Please use the attached documents to amend for your own purposes. The following amendments occur, and have been informally agreed with Natural England:

· Scheme description: Rip rap revetment in place of Gabion baskets, using Purbeck or Portland Limestone.
· Scheme description: Encroachment of some 1.5m onto the shingle foreshore by the Rip rap footprint.
· Scheme description: Temporary encroachment onto some 2m of habitat below MHWN where pioneer saltmarsh communities and mudflat exist for excavation of the Rip rap foundation. These areas will be reinstated at the end of each low tide cycle.
· Scheme description: Highlighting that works will take place during low water not high water when the high level roost at East cockle point is used by birds.
· Start date for construction: Likely to be 1 October 2011, not August 2011 as indicated in the HRO1 and APP3.

Further to discussions with Natural England they have agreed in principle that this amendment does not comprise a Likely Significant Effect, due to the height of the shingle foreshore resulting in no colonisation of this substrate.
These amendments have been provided as tracked changes within the attached documents as follows:

· Habitats Directive HRO1 form (Scoping document for Appropriate Assessment)

· Habitats Direcgive HRO2 form (‘Shadow’ Appropriate Assessment)

· CROW Act. 2000 Appendix 3 (to Ensure S28G W+C Act 1981 responsibilities)
· Environmental Scoping Report

Please refer to previous covering letter or attached Environmental Report for clarity on the current approach agreed to by Natural England for the Habitats and Brids Directives Appropriate Assessment.
I look forward to receiving planning consent for these works, and would appreciate if you could work to the tight programme we have for the delivery of this scheme, by providing assent by the w/c 12 September.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any issues.  
Yours sincerely,

Joshua PEACock
National Environmental Assessment Service 

cc:  

Malcolm Ward
Encs. 

[Local Agency Address].

Customer services line: 08708 506 506

Email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk

www.environment-agency.gov.uk
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