APP/12/00782
12 WITTERING ROAD, HAYLING ISLAND, PO11 9SP
TWO-STOREY FRONT EXTENSION; SINGLE-STOREY REAR EXTENSION; EXTENSION OF REAR AND SIDE ROOF TERRACE AND EXTERNAL STAIRCASE TO REAR; NEW CLADDING AND OVERALL REFURBISHMENT.
PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK

NPPF paragraphs 14 and 115; CS11, CS12, CS16, DM8, DM9: Havant Core Strategy 2011. Chichester Harbour AONB Management Plan 2004-2009: BD1: Appendix 3: Policy B3. Chichester Harbour AONB Design Guidelines for New Dwellings and Extensions.
CHICHESTER HARBOUR CONSERVANCY’S COMMENTS

12 Wittering Road is a detached two-storey 'Art Deco' house in a brick finish, backing onto Sandy Point Lagoon and visible from the public footpath and wider harbour to the east. The AONB boundary cuts across the site and adjacent plots so that the harbour-facing parts of the buildings and grounds lie within the boundary, but the street frontages do not. The application property forms part of a row of distintive 'Art Deco' properties which are finished in a mixture of light coloured render, brickwork and timber cladding. 

The application seeks permission for a two-storey front extension, single-storey rear extension and a general remodelling of the property. The building would be finished in an off-white render at ground floor level, with recessed windows with dark aluminium frames, and timber cladding at first floor level. Windows would be given a greater vertical emphasis than the existing windows and timber louvres would cover parts of the glazing. In addition, a brise soleil would sit over the eastern first floor glazing. The harbour-facing elevation would include extending the single-storey element 1.65m further towards the harbour, with curved edges and a wire balustrade surrounding the first floor terrace.

Conservancy officers were contacted at the pre-application stage, where we raised concern about the proposed finish of the single-storey extension in bright white extending towards the harbour and suggested that the materials be re-visited to reduce their impact on the AONB. We suggested that an off-white render finish broken up by dark louvred panels, with windows recessed into the façade and the external stairs finished in timber rather than render, would help to reduce the visual prominence of the proposed extension in the wider AONB.  

We are pleassed that our suggestions for reducing the impact of the harbour-facing extension have been taken forward and we consider that the proposed scheme presents a sympathetic design and potential improvement over the existing building due to the use of attractive materials, curved elements and greater vertical subdivision to the glazing. We would ask that the proposed timber louvres be positioned so that they are always over an area of glazing (rather than wall), and that a suitable condition be included on any permission granted to agree a detailed schedule / samples of the proposed materials. We would also ask that the side boundary planting to the harbour-side garden be retained as this softens views of the building to an extent.
DATE CONSIDERED

04/09/12
CONSIDERED BY 

Chichester Harbour Conservancy Committees under delegated powers.
RECOMMENDATION

The Local Planning Authority is advised that the Conservancy has no objection to this application, but asks that the following matters be negotiated if possible:-

· Schedule/samples of materials to be agreed;

· Side boundary planting to harbour-side garden be retained and managed.
