Application No. APP/12/00717
Address:  23 Bridgefoot Path,  Emsworth PO10 7EB
COMMENTS: UPDATED COMMENTS
Following site visit today, I am in a position to update comments made on 3 August, 2012.  My original views stand but I am able to embellish as follows. 
This is an attractive, prominently sited brick boundary wall which makes a positive contribution to the conservation area.   Built using a local mellow orange brick  in  Flemish Garden Wall bond (three stretchers and a header), bedded on lime mortar with a half round brick capping for the majority of its length. An approx. 5m section nearest Bridgefoot Path has been altered at some stage. The internal face has been rendered and there is an inappropriate concrete slab and brick capping. At the opposing end an 8m section (approx) adj. to 20 Nile Street has been rebuilt using an inappropriate brick and cement mortar. The rebuilding appears contemporary with the new housing in Nile Street. 

The wall shows some deflection but not immediately dangerous. The wall has been looked at by building control who confirms this (you will have copy of correspondence involving  Colin Adams). It is appropriate to consider in a calm and considered way the works necessary for its long term stability.  
The majority of the wall is probably capable of realignment by a specialist building contractor, which may well be a cheaper option. I am not opposed to its reconstruction of the section of wall covered by this application provided it is undertaken correctly.  Details of what is required is set out in my response to APP/12/00616).
Were consent for demolition to be granted, it would need to be tied into a contract being entered into for its reconstruction in accordance with permitted design i.e. what had been granted planning permission. 
The following model condition is used by the Planning Inspectorate, which I have modified to suit this case. 
The works of demolition hereby authorised shall not be undertaken before a contract for the carrying out of the reconstruction of the wall ( redevelopment of the site) has been made and planning permission has been granted for the reconstruction (development) for which the contract provides.
 

SUMMARY
See separate comments concerning planning application APP/12/00617. Providing sufficient  information is supplied to be satisfied on the appropriateness and quality of the replacement , would be content for the conservation area consent to be granted subject to the above condition. Currently the information is inadequate.
John Townsend

Conservation Consultant
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