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This Statement of Community Involvement 
(SCI) has been prepared by Stonebond 
Properties (Guildford) Limited (the 
'Applicant’) in support of its planning 
application for the former Electricity Board 
Site, Bartons Road (the 'Site'). The SCI will be 
submitted to Havant Borough Council as part 
of the suite of documents submitted to 
supporting the application. 

The application seeks approval for 90 new 
homes, with associated landscaping, parking 
and improved access off Bartons Road. It is 
proposed at least 50% of the units will be 
delivered as affordable housing.   

The community involvement process has 
included engagement with stakeholders, 
organising an in-person exhibition event and a 
consultation website, and analysing feedback. 

The formal consultation period took place from 
Monday midday 7th July 2025 to midnight 
Sunday 20th July 2025.
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The informal consultation with stakeholders 
started in June 2025. This included: 

▶ Writing to stakeholders on Tuesday 10th 
June to inform them that we had 
commenced preparation of a planning 
application, providing information about 
the proposals and inviting them to a 
briefing and tour of the site. 

 
The formal consultation period took place 
from Monday 7th July 2025 to Sunday 20th July 
2025. This included: 

▶ Following up with stakeholders on 23rd 
June to inform them of our public 
consultation  

▶ Sending flyers First Class delivery (2 weeks 
prior to the exhibition) to 993 residences 
and businesses on Tuesday 24th June 2025 
to inform them about the proposals for the 
redevelopment of the Site, with 
information about the public exhibition 
event, consultation period and website 

▶ Producing a consultation website, which 
included a summary of the proposals 
and electronic versions of all consultation 
materials, with an opportunity to provide 
feedback through the website. 

▶ Holding one in-person consultation exhibition 
on 5.00m - 8:00pm Wednesday 9th July 2025 
at the Leigh Park Centre, Havant, PO9 5BG. 

 

Feedback was provided via several channels, 
including via the feedback form and email. 

Residents expressed a desire for a well-
considered development that offers a 
balanced mix of housing types, 
including more affordable housing.  

There is strong interest in ensuring 
good access, sufficient parking, and 
thoughtful traffic management to 
reduce congestion.  

Should the application be approved, 
the Applicant is committed to ongoing 
engagement with the local community for the 
duration of the proposed development. The 
Applicant will continue to listen to and respond 
proactively to feedback from residents and 
local councilors. 
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The National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) emphasises that “early engagement 
has significant potential to improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of the planning 
application system for all parties. Good-quality 
pre-application discussion enables better 
communication between public and private 
resources and improved outcomes for the 
community.” (Ref para 40.) 

It continues by noting that “Local planning 
authorities have a key role to play in 
encouraging other parties to take maximum 
advantage of the pre-application stage. They 
cannot require that a developer engages with 
them before submitting a planning application, 
but they should encourage take-up of any pre- 
application services they do offer. They should 
also, where they think this would be beneficial, 
encourage any applicants who are not already 
required to do so by law to engage with the 
local community and, where relevant, with 
statutory and non-statutory consultees, before 
submitting their applications.” (Ref para 41.) 

It further notes that: “The more issues that 
can be resolved at pre-application stage, 
including the need to deliver improvements 
in infrastructure and affordable housing, the 
greater the benefits.” (Ref para 42.) 

Havant Borough Councils Statement of 
Community Involvement, adopted in 
September 2022, states that the 
“The purpose of the Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) is to explain how local 
people can engage in plan making and 
decision making in Havant Borough.” (Ref 
section 1.2.) 

It additionally states that “Community 
involvement and consultation play an 
important role in the Borough Council’s 
decision-making process on planning. The 
Council believes that the whole community 
should have the opportunity to engage in…the 
consideration of planning applications”. (Ref 
section 1.2.) 

The Applicant has fully embraced this advice 
and recognises that this is an important 
means of both informing the local community 
of the draft proposals and, where possible, 
accommodating community feedback in the 
final submitted proposal. 
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The period of formal consultation lasted for 
two weeks in July 2025, and the activities 
undertaken to support this have been 
outlined below. 

Formal Consultation: June 2025 

Invitation letters to political and 
other stakeholders 
Letters were sent on Monday 23rd June 2025 to 
stakeholders, including elected representatives 
and local parish councils. The letter informed 
stakeholders that the Applicant would be 
holding a public consultation for 
the proposals at the Former SSE Offices, and 
provided relevant information, including the 
important dates for the public consultation and 
how to access information. 

This letter was sent to: 

▶ Councilor Richard Brown, Havant Borough 
Council member for Leigh Park Hermitage, 
Cabinet Lead for Planning and Environment 
and Chairman of the Planning Committee. 

▶ Councilor Sharon Collings, Havant Borough 
Council member for Leigh Park Central & 
West Leigh. 

▶ Councilor Munazza Faiz, Havant Borough 
Council member for Leigh Park Central & 
West Leigh and Mayor of Havant. 

▶ Councilor Jason Horton, Havant Borough 
Council member for Leigh Park Central & 
West Leigh and Vice Chairman of Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee. 

▶ Councilor Amy Redsull, Havant 
Borough Council member for Leigh 
Park Hermitage and Cabinet Lead for 
Housing. 

A copy of this letter is available in Appendix B. 

Invitation flyers to residents and businesses 
Flyers were sent First Class on Tuesday 24th 
June 2025 to residents and businesses within 
the catchment area shown. This flyer informed 
them about Stonebond’s plans to host a public 
consultation to obtain feedback from residents 
about the proposals. It included information on 
the length of consultation, the in-person public 
exhibition, and how to access the consultation 
materials. 
 
A copy of this flyer is available in Appendix C. 

 

Image detailing where catchment area flyer was distributed 

Public exhibition 
A public exhibition was held on Wednesday 9th 
July 2025 at the Leigh Park Centre from 5:00pm 
to 8:00pm.  

The location of the exhibition was chosen due 
to its proximity to the development site and 
ease of access for residents with plenty of 
parking nearby. This session was attended by 
representatives from Stonebond, Vail Williams 
and Edgington’s. In total, 5 people attended 
the exhibition. 

The event was extensively advertised via the 
methods outlined above. 

Eight exhibition boards were displayed at 
the exhibition, providing information on: an 
introduction to Stonebond and the project 
background; a site overview; the proposals; 
access and transport; design; sustainability; 
landscape and community spaces; and 
timeline and next steps. 

A copy of the exhibition boards can be found in 
Appendix A, and a copy of the feedback form 
can be found in Appendix D. 
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Consultation website 
All outgoing consultation included a link to 
the website. The website contained a 
holding page that went live on 7th July 2025 
when the consultation began. The website 
included: 

▶ An introduction, details regarding the 
background of the site, further information 
on the site itself, our proposals, design 
considerations, character zones, children’s 
play spaces, sustainability, accessibility and 
transport. This was as reflected on the 
exhibition boards. 

▶  A copy of the public exhibition boards. 

▶ Project feedback form, for visitors to provide 
their feedback. 

The website received 61 page views, with the 
average time being 2m17s. 

The online feedback form replicated the 
questions in the paper feedback form. 

Screenshots of the website can be found in 
Appendix E. 

Feedback methods 
During the consultation period, we provided two 
ways for attendees to give their feedback and/or 
find out more information about the proposals. 
These included: 

▶ Completing the feedback form at the 
exhibition or via post 

▶ Completing the feedback form on the 
website: 
www.stonebondproperties.com/bartons
road 

A deadline of midnight 20th July 2025 was 
provided for receipt of feedback. 
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During the public consultation event, we 
received written feedback from no 
respondents. The feedback we received was 
obtained via the feedback form completed 
through the website.  

The feedback form contained a mix of 
qualitative questions, with 13 questions in total. 
These sought to understand what respondents 
thought about the proposals, and for 
respondents to provide any general feedback 
on proposals. 

The quantitative feedback asked respondents 
for their level of agreement on a number 
of statements that related to the proposals. 
These questions were asked on a Likert scale, 
which is a type of rating typically consisting of 
a set of statements and a range of response 
options that correspond to each statement. A 
common format is a five-point scale with the 
following options: ‘strongly disagree, disagree’, 
‘neutral’, ‘agree’, ‘strongly agree’. This was the 
scale used for the quantitative section of the 
feedback form. 

An analysis of the feedback is provided below. 

Qualitative Feedback 
In-person consultation event 
At the consultation event on Wednesday 9th July, 
there was no consistent feedback from the 
attendees. 
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Feedback form questions 

 
Q1: I support the development of an allocated, 
brownfield site within the local area. 
 
Respondents were asked to rate how they felt 
about the development of a brownfield site within 
the local area. The overall sentiment was closely 
divided, with 38% strongly agreeing with the 
proposal and 37% strongly disagreeing. 
Meanwhile, 25% of respondents agreed. These 
results suggest the majority are supportive of 
development of an allocated, brownfield site. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Q2: The proposals for 91 new homes including at 
least 40% affordable housing will help meet local 
need. 
 
Results for this statement were mixed. While 38% of 
respondents strongly agreed and 25% agreed with 
the proposal, 25% disagreed and 12% strongly 
disagreed. This reflects a varied distribution of 
opinions, with a slight majority expressing support 
but no overwhelming consensus among participants. 
This was reflected within the qualitative feedback too.

 
 

Q3: The play space being overlooked to ensure 
natural surveillance is welcomed. 

When asked whether natural surveillance in the 
area would be welcomed, responses were varied. 
While 38% of respondents strongly agreed and 
12% agreed, 25% disagreed with the idea. A 
significant portion (35%) remained neutral, 
suggesting that although there is notable 
support for the concept, many residents may still 
be undecided. 

 

Q4: I support the proposal not to overprovide car 
parking and promote the use of greener 
transport options. 
 
The results showed a wide range of opinions. Half of 
the respondents strongly agreed with the statement, 
while 12% strongly disagreed and 13% disagreed. 
Meanwhile, 25% remained neutral. This highlights a 
mixed response, though a clear majority expressed 
support for greener transport options. 
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Q5: The design of the apartment block on the 
corner of Bartons Road and Petersfield Road is 
welcomed to allow for a landmark building. 

Opinions on the proposed apartment block at 
the corner of Bartons Road and Petersfield Road 
were notably polarised. While 38% of respondents 
strongly agreed and 13% agreed with the idea, 
indicating a majority in support—37% strongly 
disagreed. Only 12% remained neutral.  

 

 

 
Q7: I support the inclusion of high ecological 
value habitats and new native tree planting to 
improve biodiversity. 

The results revealed strong support for high 
ecological value habitats. Half of the respondents 
strongly agreed, while 25% agreed and another 25% 
remained neutral. Notably, no respondents 
expressed disagreement, highlighting a positive 
sentiment with respect to improvements to 
biodiversity. 

 

Q6: I welcome the proposed contemporary design 
style of the houses and apartments. 
 

The results revealed a strong sense of uncertainty 
among respondents. While 38% strongly agreed 
with the proposal and 12% disagreed, half of the 
participants (50%) remained neutral. This significant 
level of neutrality suggests that many respondents 
were unsure or undecided about the idea. 

 
 

 
 
 
Q8: I would like to see the inclusion of low 
carbon energy sources, such as air source heat 
pumps. 
 
The results showed a generally cautious response. 
While 38% of respondents strongly agreed with the 
proposal and 13% agreed, 25% disagreed and 37% 
remained neutral. This distribution suggests that 
although there is notable support, a significant 
number of participants were either unsure or held 
reservations about the idea.
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Q9: The inclusion of electric vehicle charging 
points for every home is supported. 
 

When asked about their support for delivering 
electric vehicle charging points for every unit, 
responses leaned positively. A combined 63% of 
respondents expressed support—38% strongly 
agreed and 25% agreed. Meanwhile, 25% were 
neutral, and 12% disagreed. These results suggest 
a generally favorable view of the proposal. 

 
 

 
 
 
Q11: Pedestrian and cycle routes connecting to 
Bartons Road and Petersfield Road will help to 
improve connectivity in the area. 

The results revealed a notably mixed set of 
opinions. While 38% of respondents strongly 
agreed and 13% agreed with the proposal, 
12% disagreed and 12% strongly disagreed. A 
quarter of respondents remained neutral. 
This distribution highlights a broad range of 
views, with a slight majority in support but a 
significant portion either uncertain or 
opposed.

 

Q10: I would like to see opportunities for 
local labour and suppliers generated by the 
development. 

When asked about generating opportunities for 
local labour and suppliers through development, 
responses reflected strong support. Half of the 
respondents strongly agreed, 25% agreed, and 25% 
remained neutral. Notably, no respondents 
expressed disagreement, suggesting a generally 
positive outlook on the proposal’s potential to 
benefit the local economy. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Q12: I found this public exhibition helpful and 
informative. 
 
When asked whether they found the public 
exhibition helpful and informative, responses were 
varied. While 38% of respondents strongly agreed and 
13% agreed, 37% remained neutral. A smaller portion, 
12%, strongly disagreed. This distribution suggests 
that many found the exhibition beneficial.
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The opportunity to provide general qualitative 
feedback on the proposals was provided by 
the following question being asked within the 
feedback form: 

Q13: Do you have any other feedback on 
our proposals? 
8 of the 8 respondents to the feedback 
form provided an answer to this question. 
Comments included: 

▶ “A much needed and welcome design." 

▶ “Fully support proposal." 

▶ “It would be encouraging to hear if social 
and private plots are going to be mixed 
across the site." 

▶ "The price of new homes are too 
expensive." 

▶ "It is difficult to tell how many car parking 
spaces have been allowed for the 90 units, 
we are concerned that new residents will be 
forced to park in surrounding roads." 

▶ "We would welcome the inclusion of 
Knightwood Avenue in the traffic 
assessment to prevent potential 
congestion of the junctions from the 
Petersfield Rd and Bartons Rd." 

▶ "The road layout onto Bartons Road needs 
to be looked at as this Is already a 
bottleneck. A second exit would be 
required to stop more traffic congestion." 

Engagement via email 

We did not receive any feedback via email. 
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A range of suggestions, queries and concerns were expressed during the formal consultation 
period. These issues are summarised below by theme, together with a brief response from 
the Applicant. 

Response to feedback by theme 
 

Theme Response 

Affordable Housing  
 

Would like to know where the 
affordable dwellings will be located on 
site. 

 
Core Strategy Policy CS9 states housing 
proposals should deliver 30-40% 
affordable housing on sites of 15 
dwellings or more. As such, our 
proposals at the consultation stage 
provided 40% affordable housing. In 
light of the pre-application response 
from Havant's Housing Officer, 
alongside comments regarding 
affordability from local residents, we 
have proposed to increase the 
percentage of affordable housing on site 
to at least 50%.  
 
The Housing Officer confirmed as of May 
2025, there are 1,557 active applications 
registered on Hampshire Home Choice 
with applicants seeking rented 
accommodation, primarily for 1-bed 
(42%) and 2-bed dwellings (34%). All flats 
are therefore proposed as Affordable 
Rent. 
 
The affordable dwellings are distributed 
across the site to ensure a mixed 
community in line with Policy CS9.  
 
The dwellings are appropriately sized to 
ensure they are affordable, whilst also 
meeting Nationally Described Space 
Standards.  
 

 
The price of new homes are too expensive. 

Parking & Access 
 

How many car parking spaces will be 
allocated to 90 units? 

 
The proposed development will provide a 
total of 154 allocated parking spaces and 30 
unallocated visitor spaces in line with 
Havant Borough Council's Parking SPD 
(2019).  
 
The proposals also provide safe and 
suitable access to the existing non-
vehicular network. Following a vision-led 
approach, the development proposals 
bring forward a range of measures and 
sustainable travel improvements to 
reduce the need to travel and encourage 
the use of sustainable travel modes. 
 
 

 
Concerns that residents will be forced to 
parking on surrounding roads.  
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Addressing Traffic Concerns 
 

Would welcome the inclusion of 
Knightwood Avenue in the traffic 
assessment. 

 
Existing traffic flows were obtained from 
a turning count and queues survey 
undertaken on June 23, 2025. The survey 
location included B2149 Petersfield 
Road/Bartons Road junction and Bartons 
Road/Knightwood Avenue junction. The 
survey was conducted for 3 hours in each 
peak (0700 – 1000 in the AM and 1600 – 
1900 in the PM). The turning count survey 
was carried forward to establish a 
forecast baseline applying background 
growth and adding on the committed 
developments as recommended by HCC 
in the pre-application response. 
 
Capacity assessments have been 
undertaken for the Bartons Road Site 
Access and the Petersfield Road/Bartons 
Road Junction. Based on these 
assessment the site access will operate 
well within capacity. The impact at the 
Petersfield Road/Bartons Road Junction 
is not considered material, with the 
junction continuing to operate within 
capacity and within the bounds of 
normal daily variation. This incorporates 
improved pedestrian and cyclist crossing 
facilities at the junction which are 
intended to encourage increased trips by 
active modes, helping to offset the very 
minor worsening in the operation of the 
junction for traffic. 
 
 

 
Bartons Road is congested and the 
new development will result in 
further traffic.  

 
 Why is there only one access into the site? 
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This Statement of Community Involvement 
forms an integral part of the planning application 
submitted by the Applicant to Havant Borough 
Council. 

The Applicant is committed to ongoing 
engagement with the local community, which 
will continue through formal and informal 
methods as required. We are due to meet with 
Havant and Waterlooville Football Club early 
August 2025, who are an adjoining neighbour.
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