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Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
Screening and Appropriate Assessment (AA)

PLEASE NOTE:  Undertaking the HRA process is the responsibility of Havant Borough Council as the Competent Authority for the purpose of the Habitats Regulations. However, it is the responsibility of the applicant to provide the Competent Authority with the information that they require for this purpose.

	HRA drafting date:
	10th June 2025

	HRA completion date:
	2nd July 2025

	Application reference:
	APP/25/00222

	Application address: 
	Mengeham Rythe Sailing Club, Marine Walk, Hayling Island. PO11 9PG

	Application description:
	Fenestration alterations and alteration to entrance location with the addition of new stairs and platform lift for access

	Lead Planning Officer:
	Richard Hawkey

	Please note that all references in this assessment to the ‘Habitats Regulations’ refer to The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended).

	

	Stage 1 - details of the plan or project

	European site potentially impacted by planning application, plan or project:
	· Chichester & Langstone Harbours Special Protection Area (SPA) 
· Chichester & Langstone Harbours Ramsar site
· Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
· Solent and Dorset Coast Special Protection Area (SPA)
· Solent and Southampton Water SPA
· Solent and Southampton Water Ramsar
· Portsmouth Harbour SPA
· Portsmouth Harbour Ramsar
· Solent and Isle of Wight Lagoons SAC
(Hereafter known as the Solent European Sites)

	Is the planning application directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site (if yes, Applicant should have provided details)?
	No. 

	Are there any other projects or plans that together with the planning application being assessed could affect the site?
	Yes. All new housing development within 5.6km of the Solent SPAs is considered to contribute towards an impact on site integrity in combination with other development in the Solent area due to increase in recreational pressure.

All new housing development that would drain to the Budds Farm or Thornham Wastewater Treatment Works due to increase in nitrogen deposition leading to a reduction in water quality.

The PUSH Spatial Position Statement (https://www.push.gov.uk/work/planning-and-infrastructure/push-position-statement/) sets out the scale and distribution of housebuilding which is being planned for across South Hampshire.

	

	Stage 2 - HRA screening assessment

	Screening under Regulation 63(1)(a) of the Habitats Regulations – The Applicant to provide evidence so that a judgement can be made as to whether there could be any potential significant impacts of the development on the integrity of the SPA/SAC/Ramsar.

	
Would the proposal lead to a likely significant effect on European site integrity? 
No. The proposed works are minor in nature and consist of fenestration alterations to an existing building (the unblocking of a window) and the installation of an access lift. All works are to take place within the site with the proposed lift being installed on the west elevation of the building on an area of existing concrete / hardcore and would have a footprint of approximately 10.85m2. Such minor development on an already developed area of land is unlikely to have any significant impact on protected species.

Furthermore, a consultation response received from Natural England (dated 12th May 2025) has confirmed that in their opinion that on the basis of the plans submitted that the proposed development will not have significant adverse impacts on statutorily protected nature conservation sites or landscapes.



	Stage 3 - Appropriate Assessment

	Appropriate Assessment under Regulation 63(1) - if there are any potential significant impacts, the applicant must provide evidence showing avoidance and/or mitigation measures to allow an Assessment to be made.  The Applicant must also provide details which demonstrate any long-term management, maintenance and funding of any solution.

	



	Stage 4 – Summary of the Appropriate Assessment (To be carried out by the Competent Authority (the local planning authority) in liaison with Natural England

	
Based on the information submitted in support of the planning application and its minor nature it is considered that the proposed development will not have significant adverse impacts on statutorily protected nature conservation sites or landscapes.








	Natural England Officer:

	Summary of Natural England’s comments:

NO OBJECTION Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development will not have significant adverse impacts on statutorily protected nature conservation sites or landscapes.
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