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Aeeess Road, Dunsbury Hill Farm, Leagh Park, Hampshire
DHART

ACCESS ROAD, DUNSBURY HILL FARM,
LEIGH PARK, HAMPSHIRE

Archaeological Evaluation Report

Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd conducted a trial trench archaeological evaluation on land prapesed for the access road at

Dunshury Hill Farm, Leigh Park, Hampshire, in response to a planning candition. Trial trenching revealed no archaealagical

evidence for past activity, with the majority of the trenches simply consisting of topsail overlying subsoil over the natural

deposit. The anly Teatures revealed were two tree-throws, and a ditch and twao gullies representing a modern and recently-

remaved field boundary in Trench 16,

INTRODUCTION

PLANMING BACKGROUND

A draft condition relat ng to the application fora new
accass road on land ar Dursbury Hil Farme (2anning
Fef: APP 2003380

devalnpmeant.  arcaecio

stated that & programme of pre

ical  weors wedas reduied

This followes the oroduciion of en Achasologoa

Saessmant (A Archasology 20007 and geoptysical
identired
for archazologoal remaing 1o sundve

survey (Wessax Arcnaeciogy 2002 wnjor
the ootentia
acress The deve ooment area (DAL A programme of

WO Cammprising a trial trencning evaluston along 1he

TGLIE e prooosed mad was agreed Lpon DECween
Caids Torsuiting Ld and the Hampshone Archaenlogical

oy

Dficas (AL,

Cahs Consulting caommissicned —eadland A
(K] Lo
=g repart on the sesulta, The evauation
£01, RATURS ANG

hagoloogy

PR R T

carry ot the vial trenching eva

bal fald was bean

carred outin orler beoassess [NE

wirv eal of archaeological features within thosa parts of

site whiere e sive os
I

Al are haeolcasa rema nswitain toe developmentares

|se sha B2

results will 3

CA) ane the impact of tha paoosed development ¢

[71e arciaed i'll:'jll.' Al resource

Prid

e rer Lol the archaealogical trialtranching programme
wan outlned n the Written Schemse of Investigation
[Tghis Corsu nng 2004) befare the fieldwork starmed, anc

; with the ADC A systernatic array-of Lrenches
v desigred meffectively avaluate the DA (s 1) Al
works wese carned ot wetn the agreement

was 20 43

e Lty

af rhe ADL

SITE DESCRIPTION
The DA s losated 1o tae southeast of junct
A3 and o tne northweast of Legh Park. It comprises

E

a series ol felds Bounded by the B2I50 Hulbert Bead

v on The

tey the west and Calsnot Road in Legn Park 10-1he 2
batwesn NGRE 50 0200 09005 and 54 6%

(Mus 10, 15 covery an area of aporoximarely 2.8ha.

Thie D& higs o unduating groene, which vanes Detwaen

£ 25000 the west to . 7m0 in Lne east. The cantral
pars ofthe A, arcund Trenches 1113, lies an particularly

LOursa Ser

huiga grodnd. Hermitage biream, . watd

with moconcrete, runs noTheest 1o southeast across the
D between Tienches 8 and 9

cof the D6 consists of London Clay in
1nd Bognor Sand Farmation
n the western part, Soperfoal Head denesits are also
1 w.bgs acuk), Ceotechnica

The sclic geolog

the weestern part ot the DA

| acss the D



imvgsTigations  undertaken o the DA [Peter Brerr
Asznciazes, 204) revealed the Lomdon Clay formal on
0.1 m beneath the ground-surface i E1g wesne farf
af the Ga, and clay nead deoosits at 001 -02m bensatn
the ground-suiface overly rg Lenelon Clay at 14m nie
no-thwestern part of the 2. 10 112 eastern oa't of (e
Ca, the geotechrica strvey revealed sand ana clay & ad
cleposits at £.0.1m beneazh the ground-sur-ace cverly g
the Bogno Saad Formabon at pelwaen 35 and ™
beneath the ground-suc“ace, Siamticatt quantitos af
macle-ground geposits wers obsernved in the far westen
oarm of the DA the other side of Huber Road) aad
argungd Herrnitage Stragm,

ARCHAEQLOGICAL BACKGROLUND

The archasalonieal bacagmound of the DA aas
been dewaied n orthe  archaeglggica  assessrnnt
(A0 Achaeclogy 20020 ano supplemented by -he
Quoptiys Cal survey (Wessax Arcnaeclogy 2214).

Excavations in the wicinity of the D& have reveaed
evidence for prehistonc activity, An excavation ruar
weaterlooville, 2.5km west of the DA, uncovased rao
soreacs of Early Mesolmaic finswarkiag debng, a 1ae
Bronze Age ditched trackway and enclosed wnoeg
crermation buria, and 2 M ddle w Lace Iron Age basyo
erclasare, Fele systern, aqd dicred metalwork rg
ared (Wessex Archasology 20051 Excavations at Haw..nr
Road in Horndean, 4km to tha north of the DA, recorasd
el hngar and Curvilingar enclosures dating o the 1.1
Age 3 ongside evidence for accepaton, farming, «od
arain storage {Archaenlogy Souwtheast. forshoom gl
Cooser 13 tha DA, & imited number of isolated preh v cic
artefacts and features have baen recorded, inclucitg a
srrall scatter of Mesal thic o Seclith ¢ flints neas the og
of Duask oy HEHER 575730 scaters of bum? fing s
HubeT Boge 7 the spartwest, and a heathoang o
tools at Leigh Fark to the easr (400 2002,

Svdence for Roman activity nothe vig nity £ompgn .24
& ser £5 af kany to Middle Romar e-~clogarey icere|
curing the sxcgvations near Warerloowlie wth a ra@ge
of i ndhouses, pics, well, and kilns pdessee dchagn gy
2009 Tna awavaricrs at Horadean asc ideect~d
evidenge fos Soman incdusttial processing [Archaen gy
sautheas:, farthcoming), Furthermare, Havant, ¢ 1.
southeass of e DA, s thougnt @ have sad s oigens
1t 012 Raman per 8, with a range of 3oman inds pe 13
racorerad Form th s ared,

It s oassible that thaere was a Saxon ornfed satdern ns
o Ao al Durskuey Hil, 35 a Carter of 953 meefies -0
Dunsbary HIll a5 ‘dundeburmam” [HER 846871 L .5
baewa sugresied tea & croorrark dentifizd oy ae a:
photagraph © analysis 350m cote 1orch of the progos.
access road (HER G4992) may oe the remains of s
frzesiteed fason serclertrrr o Ee s Ao wintren aadi e
far & Saxnon sett ement @z Havant, when it was kaown as

21

‘Hamm Funta® (translated a5 ‘the place of the coverad
sprng’l and treain 933 racorgad as ‘Hamafunta', Havant
is also recoeded in the 1085 DJomesday Soow. Mearby
Bedhnamoton is a 50 thoug a1 to have +ad Saxon origins.

Murrargus custries wene positioned inand arounag Havant
in the meaieval period, with ~avant being widely known
for its clot industry nthe 14th century (Reger 1975). The
Wiaran Area 1o the east of the DA s the site of a nedleval
Frting lordge conmected v the deer park of Bedharm pton,

1 the mid-17:h century nuch of the args of Bedhampian
Qark was enc.osed, with estonsive areas of pasiure
convertec ntoarab’e -and [Reqer 19075 The Bedtampran
1845 Tithe map depicts the area of the site divided into
Tultiple fiskd plors. The l2te 19tk century ard 20th
century Grdnance Survey map sequence indicase anly
FriTLOr ¢ ENGES DOCUr b the [ayout of the sie,

The geophyscal survey  wadetaken Dy Weassex
Archaeolocnridentified sorme discrete acarg ies of possibla
arceerodical angin in the aorthem area oF the aocess
rioad, which may renresent pit featunes. Asice frem this, no
crngr feary s of archaeclogicsl origre were identified.

METHODOLOGY

OBJECTIVES

The gereral air o' the tranching evaluation was toobtain
wseful wfgrmation concerring the apresence, character.
date, status and level of preservarion of sureiving
archagolegica. remans, 6 alse allows the curatoria:
author ty 1 deerming the mpacz of the proposeg
development on the archagolagical resource, and 1o
discuss the necessity for the praservation by record and/
ar the passibilizies which may exist w0 preserve certain
areas of archagolagical reraing -3 b -F 2peropriate and
Ihis deterrmine thair s gn ficarce,

The archaeclogica inwesTigations ware carmied out in
order

+ assess extent lavcar, stroctare and date of features and
deposts of e kaecingical mterest:

«  pace, waere possible, the dentifea feateres within
their local and regeoral contest;

«  place the findirgs inthe contexr of the res 75 of earhar
ek in Thie suricu ring ared.

The local ang reg'onal reseanch contexTs arg prov daa n

the Harpsire Archaealogy areategy (Harps fire Coungy

Coaro ) Spechz auestions from this fram egwark vall ba

ararysed v relat on e the avidence recovered from the

evdluation, bur may include:

+  The presence ar athervwsg of prebisionic ac ity at the
site. Howe does this activiey relate (o @oent prehisigic
discoveries in The arga?
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o The presence or othersise of Roman actiity an the

lne.

+  The presence or ctherwse of Arglo-Samon zotivity at
the sive How coes this evidence relate to the Anala-
Saran docLmertary 2vidence for a oossible fortihed
settlerrant o barrow?

+  The presence or othareise of any Madievat or Post
Wedieval activity one site Can these features assist n
wernfy the evolunon of landuse witbin the local
larekscape dunrg thess periods?

+  The emaronmental contest o prebistenic, Heman,
Angio-haxcn, Madieval, Post Megievzl ang Mooem

ATty

o The bkely impscr of past lang use and developmert.

METHODOLOGY

Iral trenching was carmed out notwo stages; between
the 3rd anc 4t Lecember 2014, and between tne 26th
and 28th January 2015 Trencnes 1721 wene excavatad
i= the first phase, aur the evaliarion was then stoppod
because of safety iwsuss, The remaining  trenches,
Trenches 216, were excavated i the secang phase. Al
frenches measured 30m in length by 2rvn sedth (llus 1.

The methodo ogy underying the archaecicaical tria
trenching orogramnme was autlines n-the Writien
Scheme of neestgation (Cghts Corsulting 20143 and
agreed with the &0 The rench iayout was designad
o evaluate the DA using a systamatic trenching aray,
with e rrencnes spread evenly across the DA, Some
of the menchies had 10 be shified ar retated slighty, on
the advice of e ecelogist, o avod tee stumps and
bBramples, I owas agreac with She A to rol excavate
Trench ©, as ne archaeolagical remains were unoovesed
in the nearby trenches and (e geotechnical rencn
recorded  sLbstantial  oquantries  of mace-around
denosits In i drea Wnsurpesing fansicenng s
pasition petwieen the AlM and Hulbert Road) [Peter
Bratt Associates, 20040

A 360" trackaed mechanical edcavator scuipped with
A tanthess Bucket was used 1o remiove topsail uncer
direct archaealagical cantrol. Excavation contitued umtil
Cean geciogical sediments ar archzealogical depasts
ware encountened.

FLitner excavaticn (equires oosatishy the chectives of
the evaluation was continued oy hane & reprasentative
sarmphes sufficent 1o el thes obsectves b the
evaluation, of deathag featusss was investigatec oy
nand and al: festures were recorded  Tha stratigrapiy of

each fench was recomed n byl

RECORDING

Al rpcordingwasinaccordance withthe coce of practice

af the Crarterad nst tute far Arcraec gaists ICFAL and in

i e th the approven Wiitien Schearre of invest gation

3l

Arcess Road, Dunsbury Hill Faren, Leigh Park, Hampshire
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Cgids 20041 Al tranchaes ano CONTERLS warE Given unigue
sumbers, &l recording was undertaken o pro forma
recong cards that cosform to accepted archasalogical
stanciarcis. Al sratgrashic relationships wera recordad,

A owverall site pran at an agprooriate sczle and relative to
the Matinnal Grid was recorded Dy digital survey using a
cifferery al GRS

A ful photographic  recosd comprising  digital
ahotgorapsy and black and white print photographs
were taken. A matric scale was clearly visitzle i record
ohotooraphs.

RESULTS

INTRODUCTION

~ultrench oescriotions, nguging onantatan, length,
anid depth are oresented 0 Aopendix 1L Technical
aetails of ndividual contexts are presentad in Apoendix
14, Conlexts are numbered oy trench numbes e
Tranch 10101 Trench 2 (2010 Cut features are snown a5

101 whilst their Slls ara expresssd as T04L fonr exarmple

dndsturbed natural deposits comonsed 2 compact
yeilow-brown silty-ciay, with patches of grey clay,
A LLrG, firls, ror panmng, anc ooting, in the westem
mart of che GA (s 5 This is the London Clay deposi,
and was generdlly ooserved between 42 and 04m
oeneath the ground-surface (Detween 175mO00 and
22.25mi0 Tros depositwas onserved at deeper depths
whare maog-ground deposits werg obsarved [355m
neneath thie ground-susface in Trench 6, 17 23mO 0 and
petwiaen 07 and 17m benestn the ground-surface in
Tranch 8, 720175000 Matwral zand deposits [yelow-
orange-cream-trown sands) were observed in the
tranches o thie higaer ground mwands the centre of the
O (Trenches 13, 140 @nod 13 (les 1. These were part of
the Hagshot Sand Formation and were observed 04m

oeneath the modarn grouno-surface (260 206m00
A yellow-grey sandy-clay  deposit was observed i
the srenches in e eastern partof the ste, part of the
fead de oot ovetlying the Bagshor S5and. These were
abserved batween G5 and GBS peneath the present
qrounz-surtace waround 26, 50,

T topsoi was observed acrass the antizety of the DA,
a mucd-tlark grey-brown clavey-silt with

AN CiTsiste
rolng and corasional peboles, This was between 008
and D4m in thicknass, ganerally around 0.15-0,2m thick
Trenctt 21 owas g only excention to this, whers two
riccern dumping depasits (2104} and [2105]) cverlay the
topso

Tng topsoil overlay the subsol aiposit n the majoity
of tranchios across tae 28 This was 3 mod-ight brown
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s 2
Site plan

sdty-clay with rooting a~d occasional peobes, anc was
between 00 and 035m0 rickness, with the shallowser
subsoi. deposits an the highes ground and toicwer
depaosits in the easkern part of the O, Trenches 11, 12,
and 13 did on have & subsoil deposit, simgly cansisl og
o* the opsal deposit ceer 198 1a0wral dennsic - h.is
RrEsLTAD DECILEE [hese tranchus werg De4itionagd
o1 the wop of tie hill. Trenches 4 ano § also lac-od
subsoi deoosis, insiead having made-grounc aeoc-is
bemwern the topsoil ane 1atural geology:
made-ground deposits wete coserved in Irenches 3,
&, and B Thesa compnsed a meture af recl-biden ooy
drty grey clay, gravels, concrete peces, pea-grit, «d
maden brics. The quantmes of (rese varng:] Deiween
2.35m nthickness to 055m i tnickness. T nese trangles
wiarg gl posisioned in the southers oart of the site, st
b tae south of Hermitage Steam. This strearm has beon
paces noe coacrete channel and so e made-gro.
depasics may be 2550c ated with the constuctin: of
this, The presenca of these mace-ground deoasis i
a's darranstrated i the results rom the gectech .l
LY,

3.2

The wtratigraphy of the majoricy of t1e trenches across
the 0 siFply consssed of tossoil owver subso’l over
natl<al fwith the axcaat-ont of trase o sowssed above).
The majority of the trenches conitained no arc naeclogical
finrls, fearares, or deposizs. Ths only exceptions toth s are
“rene A, whare tha remains of a ditch and teo g llies,
Ime rermeame of & recenthy-removed held ocuendary,
were undovered, ard Trenches 17 and 19 where ree-
trcwes were recorded.

DITCH [1604], GULLIES [1608] AND [1608]

A grrhesonath aligied ditch, with 8 gully e'ther side of
i~. wias ooserved in Teeach 16 (s 2 and 3), The Lne of
i wat wertified on the geopbysical sLrey as a [near
trand. Tre ditca, [1604], medsused ~moin wadth, was Cor
tnrough the subsoel, a~d contained a singls fin grey
sidty-ciay fill T qullies, ["8348] a1d 1608], meas.red
betweaen 2025 and D3m0 owidth and 00Bm in depth,
were pos linned 2-3rm avway from the cestral dinch, and
alsa eomared a sirgls compact giey silby-clag S M
finds wara racovered from any af trese ‘eaturgs

N:—
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HW e of giten 1604 and gullies | 1635 and [ 1608]

Acoess Road, Dunsbary Hill Farm, Leigh Park, Hampshire
[HARM

ILLUS 3

drainage qul ¢

LS4

Virw af free-thraw (1705

ILLUS 5

Y of Trenci 5, 4

LS b

Wi of Trenich 13, showing nature | sand Seposic

fieled run 1y the marth ot Trench 16 This
faw, drae heoge, inersparsec we s lees, with

Guligs groeithies sida southersm

B

GUANG 196 evaluaTlion are e rermafs O tis rroce




hedge izself anc rhe twe adpcent quiles fungTiome s
draitage gulligs,

33 TREE-THROWS [1705] AND TRENCH 19

i T Crga-Thiromas wogre reCorcled i Thie sastem patof v D
(Wi 2 and 4. They fall within an 2rea of fermous responses on
Thie eaphyacal Lo sy, within 20 arad with pit-like feau. e,
That 1 Trench 17 was excavarad, [*705]. [T mgasw g Sron
langth by at least 2m in width by 0538m in depth, t was
i-regulary-snaped with a central bowl and shree ;angeits
branch rg off i, and cortamec a single crange-aram
Clayay-< | All The other, in Trenck 1% was rat @xegeated oot
rredsued at east 2m insength oy 1Emin width.

it The presence of treg-t i 3cross the Db de nonstrares
the Doing that this area was, a0 0w G0t in the s,
waoded. This may tave been in the oost-rmedicval
period wnzn the ar2a consisted of @ numbae of helds,
with 20th centory Q% Maos cepicitg & numbe: of
individual trees ‘n this area. Howeyer it is also gossnle
thas they d+ associated with the earlias landsase,
porentially fram e mediesal peniod whien the lang was
part of Bedhampron Fane, or even earier whan the sica
was presurnably broad'y open.

34 DESCRIPTION OF THE SIGNIFICAMCE OF THE
HERITAGE ASSETS

o4 e local ana regicnai researcn contexts are prowied
by she Hampshire Archasology Strategy (Hamos e
Conty Sowncill In Sechion 20 of this document e
idabfiec researcn ams relat ng to prebistoes, Sor o,
Ang p-525on, medieval, and oost-medieyal actvity, *he
resu b5 of (e trial wenching evaluat on dia not ey
provide amy infimarion in relaton o these espach
aims, with the Frcings being related to the ratural g
miedern laadscape.

DescripticnfHA ~ Trench  Festure/s  Sigificance of HA flow, bediaT,
Hid it oFoca Peglonal, national
iritevriational Mtenest

Khocen e bonmlary, 7% 1604, 1606, Mg

ikt T e, LK

Ien-thrpar e e Ny

TABLE

Far Lage Assets ecorded during intrasive evaluation

P81 cong 575 of tha remar s of 3 mcders fele Bound iy,
the cortiruation of which was soil v sible o the noe,
Thus & oo wary ‘BN £01SICTIoN, 100 Baamy showr n
the 17505 05 Map, and haa clearly Bee s somivacs vy
racaaty The archasologica evide ~ge Sor rthis comorn e
the cenzral d teh far tne nedgel and the two adanonr
drainage gu liws,

W HAZ consists of tha remains of two tree-throws i the
eastern part of the DA Trese rmay have bean part of
the pos-medieva. landscape, as a number of rees arg
depicted on 2017 century OF Maos, or may hawe bean
asscriated with tne earlier andscape.

4 CONCLUSIONS

“he  triai-trenching  evalugtion  uacowvered o
archagnloaics evidenge for past activity, The magrity of
tae tenches across the Cv simply consisted of topseil
awerly ng sLbsoil over the natural depeosit (a mixzure of
Lonclen Clay, Bagshor Sands, and head deposits). Two
ree-throws were identifed, part of tne post-medieval ar
aatlier andscape, along witk the remains of a modemn
fiald boundary.

14 Thz I'me of the feld beurdary was identifed a5 g lirear
trand in (he geaphytical survey, 2no the twao tree-throws
are postioned within an area dorninaea by femous
responses and pit-like features (athowgh they could not
be directly :densified as one of tnesel. Other anomalies
idenufies an (e geookicsl survay were not recorded
during the trial-rrenching,
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