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1. I have been appointed by the Secretary of State for the Environment to
determine t he above mentioned appeal against t he decision of the Havant Borough
Council to refuse outline plann i ng permiss i on for construction of one dwe l ling on
land to the r ear of "Laburnums", St . Pe t er's Road, Hayling Island. I have
cons idered the wr i tten repr esen tations made by yo u and by the Council and also
those made by i nteres t ed pe r sons. I have a l so considered t hose represen tations
made direct l y by in t erested per sons t o t he Council which have been forwarded t o me .
I inspec t ed the sit e on 12 Oc t ober 1989.

2. Having regard to my inspection of the site and its surroundings and the
representations made I have concluded that the case turns on my consideration of 2
principal issues. Firstly, having regard to local policy, whether or not the
erection of the dwelling would harm the cha rac t e r and appearance of the locality.
Secondly, whether or not the erection of the dwelling would ma t e rially harm the
amenitie s of adjoining residents.

3. The site is located on t he southern fringes of North Hayling and adjoins, to
t he south and east, what I would regard as open countryside . Access is to be
provided fr om the public highway by me ans of a driveway whic h currently s e r ves your
client's prope r ty. The Council have ref erred me to several s tatut ory and
non-statutory documents in an attempt to persuade me that the s ite, in view of the
provisions of countrys i de policy, is not one suitable for housing deve lopment. You
take the view t ha t: , whi ls t res pecting t he t hr us t of countryside pu lici"s gener ally,
t he site s hould logically be regarded as part of the vil l age; it is l and in
residentia l use, is bordered to the north and we st by r esidentia l properti es, and
should truly be regarded as rounding- off. You refer me also t o an extant consent
relating to the site in respect of the e r ection of stabling; this you say would not
be an insubstantial building whose impact, in your view, would not be di s similar to
that of a dwe ll ing erected on t he same site.

4. To my mind , t he appeal site, when viewed from t he approach to the village from
the sout h, f r om St. Pe t er' s Road , has an open appea rance , and has more of an

~

affinity in vi s ual terms with the open count r yside to the east and south than with
the buil t f orms of the village . A dwe lling er ect ed her e , to my mi nd, would a ppear
prominent and divorced fr om othe r r es identia l pr opert ies compri sing No r t h Hay ling
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