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Executive Summary

Contents

Summary

Site Location

The site is located to the west of the B2150 (Hulbert Road) on the western
outskirts of Havant, Hampshire and is centred at Ordnance Survey National
Grid Reference: SU 69445 08150.

Proposals

The proposals currently include the construction of residential units with
associated landscaping and access.

Scope of this
Survey(s)

The scope of the survey is to conduct an Ecological Appraisal including a
desk-based study and an extended Phase 1 habitat survey of the site. The
desk-based study used online resources and information sourced from the
LERC.

Results

Designated Sites

The site is within 2.8 km of two internationally designated sites for nature
conservation. No other statutory designated sites were identified within

2 km of the site. The desk study revealed that 43 SINCS are found within
2 km of the site including along the northern and southern boundary of the
site.

Habitats

The site was dominated by habitats that are common, widespread and of
negligible ecological importance e.g. bare ground, semi-improved grassland
and semi-improved grassland.

Protected Species

« The vegetated habitats on site were identified as having suitability for
supporting reptiles, dormice, foraging and roosting bats and nesting
birds.

« The site falls within the 'Bechstein’s Bat Area’ defined by Havant
Borough Council (Havant Borough Council 2019).

Recommendations

Further assessment

An HRA will be required to establish whether the development proposals
have the potential to result in LSE on any qualifying features of any
internationally designated sites for nature conservation.

Further surveys
« Reptile presence / likely absence surveys;
« Dormice presence [ likely absence surveys; and

« Bat activity surveys (including trapping due to presence of rare bat
species |ocally).

Mitigation and Enhancement

» Measures to protect nesting birds should be in place if suitable habitat
is remaved In the active season (March to September).

« Local Planning Policies encourage that developments deliver a net gain
for biodiversity. A report to quantify the change in value of the site
using a suitably biodiversity metric is therefore likely to be requested by
the LPA,

Trustees of the GHM lackson 1972 Settlement 1 December 2019
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There is scope to enhance the biodiversity value of the site in terms of
the features present, rather than in terms of habitat areas. This, and
the mitigation requirements, could be secured within an EMMP,

Trustees of the GHM lackson 1972 Settlement 2 December 2019
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Glossary

BCT
BoCC
BSI
BTO
CEnv
CIEEM
CRoW Act
CEMP
DEFRA
EMMP
EPS
EPSL
GCN

Habitat Regulations

HAP
HBIC

Hedgerow Regulations

Bat Conservation Trust

Bird(s) of Conservation Concern

British Standard Institute

British Trust for Omithology

Chartered Environmentalist

Chartered Institute of Ecology & Environmental Management
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

Construction Environmental Management Plan

Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Ecological Mitigation and Management Plan

European Protected Species

European Protected Species Licence

Great Crested Newt

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended)
Habitat Action Plan

Hampshire Biodiversity Records Centre

Hedgerow Regulations 1597

HPI Habitat(s) of Principal Importance

HRA Habitats Regulations Assessment

INCC Join Nature Conservation Committee

LERC Lacal Environmental Record Centre

LBAP Local Biodiversity Action Plan

LNR Local Mature Reserve

LPA Local Planning Authority

LWS Local Wildlife Site

MAGIC Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside
MCIEEM Member of Chartered Institute of Ecology & Environmental Management
Natura 2000 site A European site designated for its nature conservation value
MNERC Act Matural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006

NNR National Nature Reserve

NPPF National Planning Policy Framework

PEA Preliminary Ecological Appraisal

PRF Potential Roosting Features

RSPB Roval Society for the Protection of Birds

SAC Special Area of Conservation

SAP Species Action Plan

SINC Site of Importance for Nature Conservation

SPA Special Protection Area

SPI Species of Principal Importance

SS5I Site(s) of Special Scientific Interest

SWBGS Solent Waders and Brent Goose Strategy

WECA Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)

Trustees of the GHM Jackson 1972 Settlement 3 December 2019
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1.0 Introduction

1.1  Background

WYG was commissioned by the Trustees of the GHM Jackson 1972 Settlement in July 2019 to
undertake an Ecological Appraisal of the site known as Land off Hulbert Road.

This report has been prepared by Senior Ecologist John Simper and the conditions pertinent to it are
provided in Appendix A,

1.2 Site Location

The site is located between the A3 dual carriageway and the B2150 Hulbert Road approximately 0.4
km west of Havant and is centred at Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference: SU 69445 08150. The
site is shown in Figure 1 and comprises a field of semi-improved grassland with scattered scrub.
Areas of dense scrub and tall ruderal vegetation are present around the edge of the grassiand, the
south west corner of the site is dominated by an area of hardstanding that is surrounded by a ditch
that is partially filled with water. The site is adjacent to areas of broadleaved and mixed woodland to
the north and south and scrub / trees to its east and west.

1.3 Development Proposals

The proposals currently include the construction of residential units with associated landscaping and
aCCess.

1.4  Purpose of the Report

The purpose of this report is to complete:

» A desk study to obtain existing information on statutory and non-statutory sites of nature
conservation interest and relevant records of protected notable species within the site and its
zone of influence;

« An extended Phase 1 habitat survey, involving a walkover of the site to record habitat types
and dominant vegetation, including any invasive species, and a reconnaissance survey for
evidence of protected fauna or habitats capable of supporting such species; and

« An assessment of the potential ecological receptors present on site, identify any constraints
they pose to future development and (if possible) any recommendations for any further
surveys, avoidance, mitigation or enhancement measures that are needed (as appropriate).

MNote that scientific names are provided at the first mention of each species and common names
{where appropriate) are then used throughout the rest of the report for ease of reading.

A summary of the key legislation is also provided in Appendix B.

Trustees of the GHM lackson 1972 Settlement 4 December 2019
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2.0 Methodology
p.5 | Desk Study

2.1.1 Local Environmental Records Centre

Information was requested from the Hampshire Biodiversity information Centre for information on
any nature conservation designations and protected or notable species records within 2 km of the
site.

The data search covered:

» Statutory designated sites for nature conservation, namely SACs, SPAs, Ramsar sites, 5551s,
NNRs and SINCSs;

» Non-statutory designated sites for nature conservation, namely SINCs;

= Legally protected species, such as great crested newts Triturus cristatus (GCN), badger Meles
meles and bats;

= Notable habitats and species, such as those listed as Habitats or Species of Principal
Importance (HPIs or SPIs); and,

=  Priority habitats or species within the Hampshire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) (Hampshire
Biodiversity Partnership, 2009.

The data search did not cover:

« Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs); or
= Conservation Areas designated for their special architectural and historic interest.

2.1.2 Online Resources

A search for relevant information was also undertaken using MAGIC of the area within 2 km of the
boundary of the site. This is DEFRA's interactive, web-based database of statutory designations and
EPSL applications that have been granted since 2015.

2.2 Field Surveys

The following methodologies were used to identify the ecological receptors present on or near the
site, which are relevant to the proposed development.

2.2.1 Habitats

An extended Phase 1 habitat survey was undertaken on the site on 26" August 2019 by WYG Senior
Ecologist John Simper MCIEEM. The weather conditions were warm and sunny during the survey,

The vegetation and broad habitat types within the site were noted during the survey in accordance
with the categories specified for a Phase 1 Vegetation and Habitat Survey (INCC, 2010). Dominant
plant species were recorded for each habitat present using nomenciature according to Stace (2019).
The site was also appraised for its suitability to support notable flora, with regard to the Guidelines
for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (CIEEM, 2017).

Trustees of the GHM lackson 1972 Settlement s December 2019
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