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1.0 Introduction

11 Background

WG was commissioned by Barratt Dandd Wilson Hormas to prepare a 'Winter Bird Mitigation Strategy
for Land at Forty Acre Farm, Havant Road, Havank [the Site),

The Site encompasses HIHE and HOSC which have been monitored for the presence of brent geese
s part of the Solent Waders snd Brent Goose Strategy. HO4E IS also listed as 8 SINC - Forty Acres
Farm B — designated due to the historke presence of large mambers of brent gease. Using the latet
data from winter bird surveys across the Solent {which incorporates spatial censiderations such as
mavements rather than just nuenbers), HOAE has been isted as 'low use’ and HMC as a ‘secondary
support site’,

1t Is proposed that the majority of HIMC is enhanced and managed n perpetuity for brent geese over
the winler period.  Dark-beflied brent geese are a gualihying feature of the Chichester and Langstone
Harbours SPA, along with & broader assemblage of wading birds,

Thez impact of any Fulure proposais on wintering birds using the site and the nearty Chichester and
Langstorg Harbours Special Probection Anea (SPAY has been idertified as o pobential constraint. The
potential impacts e likely 0 consit of disurbsnde dus Lo increassd recraationsl pressure and loss
af foraging habitat ower the winter micnths,

This repect identifies a strategy to mitlgate for potential sdverse effects upen brent geese and te
maki sure that there 5 no negative imgact upan the integrty of the Chichester and Langstone
Harbours SPA and Ramsar,

1.2 Site Location

The site covers approcimately 12.9 hectares, located to the south west of Havant in Hampshere,
centred on Ordnance Survey grid reference SUGSR057. Directly south of the sle & 8 railwey Ene and
beyond this & the A27 and Chichester and Langstone Harbour, a desqnated RAMSAR Site, Spedial
Protection Area {SPA) and Site of Special Scentific Interest (S551). A component of the Solent and
[=ha of Wight Lagoors Special Area of Conservation (SAC) bes 280m south of the site and the Salent
Marktira SAC lies 180m south of the site. South wist of the ste Bes Farington Marshes, a designated
Local Mature Reserde (LNA)L Directly wiest of the sito Ges the resdential area of Faringlon along with
E&it Lodge Farm and East Lodge Playing Field. To the north of the site les the A2000 Havan! Road
beyond which le further regidential areas along with arable fiedds. Noh east of the site & & majar
jusncticn of the AZ with the AT slip road extending south slong the eastern boundary of the cite, Tha
westprn edtent of the site has been desgnated &s & Site of impartance for Mature Consenation
(SINCY, kncwn as Forty Acrg Farm B, due to the histaric presence of dark-bellied brent geese { Branta
il bevriicl).

1.3 Dewelopment Proposals

The proposed development 5 for 320 dwelings (induding a 30% provision of affordable homes), 66
biad care home, prowsion of publc open space, habitak mitigation rone, allotments, cormminity
building and associated infrastructure,
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2.0 Baseline

2.1 Existing Data

The sibe has been monitoresd as part of the Salent Waders and Brent Goase Strategy and is identified
&% Felds HOAE and HISC Tor the purposes ol the shudy,

Using the Latest data from winker bird surveys across the Solent (which incorpoeates spatial
considerations such a3 movernents rather than just numbers), HO4B has been sted a5 ow use” and
HOAC ik & “secondary suppont site’, These sunadys recorded & peak count of 50 brent geese within
HOHC and mone within HOSE (HBIC, 2018),

Wiribering bird surveys werng undertaken ab the site by Havant Barough Councll betwean the years
2012-2015, The sureey time was three bours around high tde for three days every month from
Movernber B0 March and consisted of 11 ve&ts 1o Forly Acré Farm.,

Mo brenk geese were recorded utilising the suniey arca during this peried. Two lapwing were
observed in the western extant of Forty Acre Farm, These were observed in January so this does. ot
conlirm breading Al The wie,

& total of 35 spedes were reconded within the survey area during the WY G wintering bind surveys
ungertaken between October 2015 and March 2016, Brent geese wore notiod feeding on the southenn
estent of ihe site, west of the industrial area. Red lsted curlew were noted along the south eastom
extent of the site in the daver ley Teld, a5 well &6 two nobid west of the industrial area in the clever
ley. Red listed herring gulls were noted fying fow over the site. Amber Ested oystercatcher were
nobed an b oocasions feeding along the southem boundary of the site, west of the industrial area,
as well as seen feeding east of the industrial area in the chover bey field, Amber listed black -headed
guil were noted feeding atong the seuthern boundary west of the industrial ‘area,

Duiring bird cownts, recodds were made of the frequency of potential disturbance events (o binds
within the survey areas. The industrial area within Forty Acre Farm has regidar commmenclal vis#ors
with associated vehicles. One wallker with a dog was chserved on o oocasions, onoe on 26th
October 2005 and again on 4th February 2016 walking the boundaries of the site. No wintering binds
iwere noted utilising the site at the time of these disturbance events,

K . Current Management

Current mansgement of the site s pooae for wintering birds, with ceresl ereps nat present during the
wintier which would proside potential foraging habitat, Previous use of the ste for car boot sales alss
led to frequent dsturbance svents,

Srnall areas of the site oormpeise imoroved grassiand which |s where birds were reconded during the
WG surveys (north west of the industrisl area),

Barratt David ¥Wilson i Wovember 2018
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3.0 Potential Impacts of development on Brent Geese

i | Hahitat Loss

The proposed development will result in a loss of foraging habitat in the form of HIKB [approsimately
12.6ha} and the kass of & 3mall part of HOMC (appraximately 2.4ha), However, it should be noted that
anly minimal we by brent geeds or other waders hag besn recorded in HOEB [y WYG in 2015),
hence its classification ag law use'. Those suiveys did not recond any use of HBAC athowgh brent
geese have been recorded wsing this area during mdore recent surseys (as noted above). The curment
use of HMC supports the suitability of its enhancement and use as a mitkgaton site,

3.2 Disturbance

3.2.1 Qocupation

In the absence of mitigation there & potential for recreational disturbance o birds using HOAC as a
result of the increased number of local residents. In particular increased use by dog walkers is likely
o present sigrsflcant gisturbance to foraging brent geese,

These s aluwg & high likeihood of addtional disturbance to sites within the wider Sodent area from new
residents,

Walkers and dog walkers were noted on sevesal of the surveys contucted by WYG during 201516,

3.2.2 Construction

The development may alo result in disturbance impacts during the construction phase, This will
primarily be throwugh noise but visual disturbance may also cause birds in HESC to fush. 1t is not
considened that any disturbanoe of binds within the 5#4 or Farfington Marshes s likoly due to the
intervening M7 and railway ing,

Barratt David ¥Wilson i Wovember 2018
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4.0 Proposed Mitigation

HOAC s currently listed as a Secondary Suppont Arsa for brent gesse under Palicy EL7 of the Draft
Havant Local Pan. This has long been dentified as the proposed mitigation for this development,
including in discussions with the Fampshine County Council Ecology team. The mitigation strategy is
to sacune this area In perpebuty and enhance its foraging habitat, The objective is that these actions,
foliowed by appropriate management in perpetuity, will introase the value o that of a Primary
Support Site and adeguately mitigate any sdverse effects a5 & result of the proposed development.

4.1 Habitat Creation and Managament

In order bo maintain and impeove - the quality of foraging habiat within the métigation area it is
proposed that a sultable improved grassland &= established to provide an optimal food source for
brent geese. The objective & (o create wel grassland with a miv of perennial nye grass and white
clover which provides a nutrient-rich food source for foraging geese, It is anticipated that
managemient af the grassiand will be through cutting athough grasing could be used as an
alternative should B suitable local herd be dentified. This has been chosen to provide sulteble habitat
evary year, This area will total 4.850a, The obijective is to create wist grassland with & mis of
perenndal rye grass and white dover which provides a nutnent-rich food source for foraging geese. It
is anticipated that management of the grassland will be through cutting although gramng could be
used 25 an altemative should & suitable locsl herd be identified,

In order to further improve the sutability of the site for brent geese, the existing tree ling within the
site will be remaved o imgrove visibility [brent gesse prefer larger Beld compartments).

In crder b improwe the habitat suitability for other wadeng birds (either qualifying species for the 5P
or part of the gualifying sssemblage) it is proposed thal wader scrapes are created within the open
space area south of the ste, Thess will be of Iregular shape and depth (up to 0.5m] in order to
create a range of conditions and support different species. The primany ohjective s to hald wates
durirsg the winter, but it |s antcipated that deeper areas will also hold water for part of the summer
and prowide an enhantemant for breeding binds,

Thie scrages will be located bo the south of the site, adjaoent to the proposed SubS for the Site. This
Incation proviges a number of advantages, primarily the possibility of aligwing treated surface water
from the SulS basin fo top up the water level in the scrpes, Secondly, & s recommended that thie
BETEpES are regulsd in shape to maximise the length of edge habitat [more valyable than the central
area). They will alop colect coastal food watis in thés area of the ote. Scrapes will total 0.09ha within
the ppen space whach totals 9.37ha.

It is proposed that access to the mitigation area (s provided va a e farm gate at the north west
cormer of the wte,

d.2 Avoidance of Disturbance

4.2.1 Occupation

The following measures are propased to reduce dsturbance within the mitigation ares, and gwoid any
aiditional disturbance as a result of the proposed deveiopment.

Barratt David ¥Wilson & Wovember 2018



Land at Forty Acre Farm, Havant Road, Havant: Winter Bird Mitigati
Strategy

The boundary of the development and mitigation area will comprise & native species-rich hedgerow
wehich will prevent direct access from plots, A footpath will be provided around the periphery af the
mitigation area. This wil be fenced with a past and wire fence (with stock fendng to prevent dogs
from accessing the field). This will allew abservation of the area but prevent access inbo the inbarior
and disturbance of waders. This fence will be reinforced by native species hedgerow planting to
furthar dissuade socess and prevent disturbance of birds within the mitigation area,

Interpretation boards will be installed to educate new and existing residents about the consenvation
status of tha SPA and wintering birds and the proposed use of the mitigation afea. These will ako
explain the impacts of dsturbance (particulary dogs) and recommend sultable vwalking routes o
avoid disturbing wintering birds. These will be located within the open space south of the
development {propesed widiife amea and walking route).

4.2.2 Construction

1t = recommended that the Corstruction Emveirenmental Managament Plan for the site inglsde
measires (o prevent disturbance during construction. The mitigation area will be separated fram the
construction area by heras fencing for the duration of the constrischion phase,

Thits showdd indude restricting works to the summer manths {April = September) wherever possible.
#ny works during the winker monthes (Octobar = March ) should include control measures to prevent
noise above G3dAE within the mitigation area. Suitable measures may include the use of acoustic
encosures or acoustic fencing along the western bourdary of the dte,

Barratt David ¥Wilson 5 Wovember 2018
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50 Roles and Responsibilities

Capital works such B the installation of fencing and iMerpretation bosrds, scraps creation and
landscaping will be complated by the developer during the constructson phase,

Upon completon # ts proposed that the mitigation area 5 managed by & suitable 3 party body or
corservation organtsation (such as the RSPE), The land will be transferred upon compdetion of an
aldit to confirm thal all captal woeiks are comphete, and the mitigation anza is In satisfactory
condition.

A commided sum will be provided for long-term management 10 cover maintonancn of the follpwéng:
fencelines, footpaths, inberpretotion boards, scrapes and grassland management., This will be sequred
&3 part of the Section 106 agreement. The following costs have been caloulated ising 2017
Countryside Stewardship Grants, This is considered a sultabie approach & It s also used in the drait
SWBGES Mitigation Guidance [SWBGS, 2018). This covers an 80-year period. These costs are subject
to final agreemant with the managing body as part of the legal agreemant,

Grassland :

= G512 Creation of wet grassiand for wintering waders and wildfowl — Years 1-10 (E310/ha)

= E510 Management of wet grassland for wintering waders and wilkdfowl = Years 11-80
{E15F/ha)

» An additional 2 years of G512 will be allowed every 10 yeaes to aliow for sward
imprgwement and scrape management.

# As the mitigation srea massures 4,85ha this will result in a commutied sum of £78,725.

Hedgenw,
=  Managerment on 3-yvear rotation - cutting of one site every 3 years (E27/100m).
= g there ks an estimated 900m of hedgerow reguiring management this will result in a
cormemuted sum of 6,480,
Fencing
* Replacernent of fencing five times in the life of the strategy — every 15 years (E3/m),
« As the fencing measures 600m this will result in & commuted sum of £24,000.

Inbenpretation Boards:
« Replacernant of twad boards bwice in the |ife of the strategy = wears 10, 20 {£1,000/8a},
#  This will msult in & commubed sum of £4 000,

The total commiited sum will be E113,205.

Post deselopmaent montoring (see Section & bekee) will be the responsibility of the managing bodly,

Barratt David ¥Wilson B Wovember 2018
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6.0 Management Activities

Managament of tha main mitigation area will predomenataly comprise grass cutting. The key objective
5 bo prosvide forage for bBrent geess and other wadisrs during the winter, thesefore the fiollpsing
timings ane recommended!

s Summer cut = July/Augist leaving arisings to alle nutrients to re-enter sod
= Autumn out = Late Septesnbar remaving arisings 1o leave 3 short swand fiof fioraging gecse

Any additional sowing IF requined should take plaos in August - Septembar [Speng i inchuding
clovers ),

Other management potivithes to be completed will inthude:

» Hedgerows = to be ot In earky October (bo avosd resting binds) on three year rotatian (each
yoar to be one side or the top)

«  Fenoes and footpaths — management anticipated o be minimal however fence integrity
should be monitored annually and repaired a5 necessany.

#  Inlerpreiation boards - no management anticipated howeyver boands should be replaced i
NeCessany

= Srapes - management to prevent dense wegetation from establishdng in marnging to
comprise of strimming bo ground level every two years in late September — early October,

Monitaring will be requined to make sure that the management activithes ane proceeding and 1o
iedentify army necessary changes ko management to continge achieving the managerment objective
{maintain the mithgatian area &5 a “Primary Support Area’ for brent geese). It s anticipated that thres
years of winter bird manitoring will take place follwed by annual site visits to monitor management
actions,

Barratt David ¥Wilson ) Wovember 2018
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FIGURES

Figure 1 — Mitigation Area
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