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1.0 Introduction

This structural inspection report has been prepared at the request of The Tournerbury
Woods Estate for which the new access road will be constructed and used for access.
The report has been prepared from photographic evidence provided by the client.

2.0 Brief

The purpose of the report is to confirm the construction build up and construction
techniques used for the access road are satisfactory to guidance on the design and
construction of such access roads.

This report is based on photographic records of the works undertaken on site. No opening
up works were carried out or trial pits excavated (other than those specifically mentioned).
No inspections were made of woodwork or other materials which were covered
unexposed or otherwise inaccessible, and we are therefore unable to report directly that
such items are free from defect. Inspections for the presence of asbestos are specifically
excluded, and it is recommended that you commission a specialist report if asbestos is
suspected or if materials used in the construction are from unknown or unregulated
sources.

3.0 Guidance on the construction of such roads

The new road is not a highway as such and should therefore not be compared or specified to
be constructed as such. A much fairer assessment of the road would be a comparison with a
residential road with regular usage of commercial vehicles.

4.0 Access Road proposed use

The access way is intended to serve a wedding venue, holiday cottage and
agricultural / forestry estate. It will need to be capable of handling multiple vehicle
movements daily including buses, coaches, lorries and heavy agricultural vehicles
without deterioration.

5.0 Access Road Construction observations (from photographic evidence)

5.1 Material used in the road is clearly not properly graded as noted later in this report.
The material used for the construction is not of uniform type or size. It can be seen that
there is waste material within the road build that will degrade with time and road usage.

5.2 The planning consent for this access road (Havant Borough Council APP/17/00207
and APP/21/00536) specifies filled cellular containment in root protection zones in order
to act as a tree protection measure to established trees. We have seen no photographic
evidence that such measures, as specified as conditions in the grant of planning
permission, have been adhered to.
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6.0 Guidance on the construction of such roads

The new road is not a highway as such and should therefore not be compared or specified to
be constructed as such. A much fairer assessment of the road would be a comparison with a
residential access road with frequent use by commercial vehicles.

In order to design a road on the above basis it is usual to have subgrade compressive
testing undertaken usually a CBR test description as below:

CBR Testing (California Bearing Ratio) is primarily undertaken to provide data for road

pavement design. It was first developed by the California State Highway Department.

It is a penetration test which is used to evaluate the subgrade strength primarily of roads,

pavements and foundations.

The CBR test often forms part of the overall site investigation and is useful for determining

the thickness of materials needed for the proposed construction.

NHBC guidance for an access road with frequent use by commercial vehicles (Table 2a) is
as given below:

The subbase provided below these upper materials specified in table 2a is given in table 3
below, these relate to CBR test values:
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Sub-base material should be type 1 to clause 803 table 8/2 MCHW Volume I Series 800, see
below extract:

This Type 1 material grading chart shows that 100% of type 1 material should pass a 63mm
size sieve, therefore Type 1 is clearly not what has been used on the access road
construction.
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7.0 Comments from other parties for use in the assessment of the road

Comments from Ernie Frost Senior Technician
County Highways Laboratory
Hampshire County Council

The sampling locations for D3740 & D3742 are from stockpiles in the clients facility, not sampled from
any particular site, this is stated on the materials certificates that were issued. The supplier would
have to provide more evidence that the material supplied to your site comes from the same stockpile
sampled in December 2019. Also what proof do you have that the material did originate from L & S?
Do you have delivery tickets? Visually from the photograph it would look like the material laid at the
front of the construction definitely contains oversized material; to comply, material must all pass
125mm sieve for 6F5 and 63mm sieve for Type 1 Subbase. I would also point out that there appears
to be vegetation growing through it, which would also not meet the laying criteria for a road
construction. Do you have proof of when the material was laid as vegetation growth suggests a
substantial gap between laying and when the image was taken.

These comments would appear to indicate that the material shown to be used in the
construction of the road, shown within photographs in Appendix A, is not the same as the
samples taken for laboratory testing.
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Comments from Lynsey Schembri
Illegal waste triage officer
Environment Crime Team
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APPENDIX A – PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE
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Reduced level dig for new road, no CBR testing appears to have been carried out to enable road design
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Road subbase laid on geotextile. Note presence of non uniform site material, clearly not properly graded, also clat pipes, bricks
and other waste material which could degrade. Also note high level of fine material meaning road unlikely to be permeable
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Thin layer of road planings as a finish. Clearly no drainage present to take water away from road. Edge levels also shown to be
higher so water will not run off but will likley cause ponding and road degrdation


