
ARBORICULTURAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (AIA) 
1 Ferndale, Waterlooville, PO7 7NZ

1. Introduction

This Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) has been prepared in 
support of a planning application for the change of use of an existing 
residential building at 1 Ferndale, Waterlooville, PO7 7NZ.

The property was originally a large single dwelling, converted into 4 flats in 
2009. The current proposal seeks to convert the building into a 9-
bedroom House in Multiple Occupation (HMO).

This report assesses the potential impact of the proposed development 
on existing trees within and adjacent to the site, in accordance with 
BS5837:2012 – Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction.

2. Scope of Works

The proposed development is predominantly internal, with only minor 
external alterations, including:

- Construction of a front porch
- External renovation works to the building façade
- Replacement paving (like-for-like and compliant)
- Installation of a lightweight bike shed (on existing hardstanding)
- Installation of a front gate
- No changes to parking layout or extent
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3 Tree Survey Overview

A full tree survey has been undertaken (refer to appended Tree Survey 
Schedule). Trees on and adjacent to the site include a mix of:

- Oak (Quercus robur)
- Ash (Fraxinus excelsior)
- Yew (Taxus baccata)
- Cypress (Leylandii)
- Hawthorn
- Laurel

Trees range in quality from Category B (moderate quality) to Category C 
(low quality), with some Category U (unsuitable for retention) specimens 
also identified.

Several trees exhibit conditions such as:
- Deadwood and cavities
- Leaning stems
- Ash dieback
- Overgrowth or poor structural form
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4. Root Protection Areas (RPA)

The Root Protection Areas (RPAs) for all retained trees have been 
calculated in accordance with BS5837:2012.

The RPAs form a constraint layer that has been fully considered in the 
design and planning of the proposed works.

5. Impact Assessment

5.1 General Impact

The proposed development will have negligible impact on retained trees 
due to:

- Works being primarily internal
- No excavation or construction within RPAs
- No changes to parking or hardstanding within sensitive areas

5.2 External Works

- Front Porch: Located well outside all tree RPAs 
- Bike Shed: 
 - Positioned on existing paving
 - Lightweight, non-invasive structure
 - No ground disturbance anticipated 

- Replacement Paving: 
 - Like-for-like replacement
 - Constructed in accordance with arboricultural best practice 

- Front Gate Installation: 
 - Installed with due care to avoid root damage 
 - No significant excavation within RPAs 

5.3 Materials Storage & Site Activity

- All materials will be stored outside of Tree Protection Zones (RPAs)
- No mixing of concrete, fuel storage, or plant parking will occur within 
RPAs
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6. Tree Protection Measures

To ensure full protection of retained trees during the development:

- Tree Protection Fencing will be installed in accordance with 
BS5837:2012 
 or

- Clearly marked protective barriers / warning tape will be used where 
fencing is impractical

These measures will:
- Define no-go zones
- Prevent accidental damage from construction activity
- Be installed prior to commencement of any works

No personnel, machinery, or materials will be permitted within these 
protected areas.

7. Arboricultural Method Statement (Summary)

- All works to be carried out with arboricultural awareness
- No excavation within RPAs
- Existing ground levels retained
- Use of hand tools only if any minor works are required near RPAs
- Supervision by a qualified arboriculturist if required

8. Conclusion

The proposed change of use and associated minor external works at 1 
Ferndale will have no significant adverse impact on retained trees, 
subject to the implementation of the recommended protection 
measures.

Key conclusions:

- All works are outside Root Protection Areas
- No significant ground disturbance is proposed
- Protective measures will ensure tree safeguarding throughout
- The development is fully compliant with BS5837:2012
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