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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 Bloor Homes Limited (the Applicant) appointed Marengo Communications, an 

independent specialist public consultation company, to undertake the pre-application 

community, and stakeholder consultation for:  

 

Outline planning application, with all matters reserved except for means of vehicular access to 

the public highway and associated highway improvements, for: the demolition of existing 

buildings; the erection of new residential dwellings (C3); a Local Centre (comprising local retail 

(E(a)), financial and professional services (E(c)(i), E(c)(ii), E(c)(iii)), restaurants, cafés, and 

drinking establishments (E(b) and Sui Generis), hot food takeaways (Sui Generis), medical 

services (E(e)), offices (E(g)(i)) and community facilities ((E(d)), E(f), F2(b), F2(c))); a Primary 

School (F1(a)); early years provision (E(f)); informal and formal public open space including 

community park; community food-growing space; Active Travel routes; drainage 

infrastructure; utilities infrastructure; and all other associated and necessary infrastructure. 

 

The site 
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1.2 The Applicant has been committed to consultation and collaboration from the outset and 

has developed a comprehensive consultation and engagement programme for the 

scheme. It has sought throughout to create an engagement process that is thorough, 

honest, and transparent. The process fully accords with the Havant Borough Council 

Statement of Community Involvement (September 2022), keeping the community up to 

date and involved throughout. 

 

1.3 Bloor Homes was founded in 1962 by John Bloor and has 60 years of continuous 

experience promoting and developing major housing schemes across the UK. The long-

term family ownership and simple management structure provide certainty, which is not 

susceptible to change, disruption, or pressure from the city. 

 

The business operates across the country from 9 regional offices, with a head office based 

in Measham, Leicestershire, building over 4,500 new homes annually and maintaining an 

HBF rating as a 5-Star Home Builder.  

 

1.4 The objective of the engagement process has been to ensure that the community has an 

opportunity to understand and help shape the proposals in order to create a better 

proposal and bring substantial benefits to the area. 

 

1.5 A thorough consultation strategy was developed to facilitate constructive engagement 

with the local community and provide local stakeholders with opportunities to view and 

give feedback on the proposals. 

 

1.6 The Applicant has used a range of consultation methods including: 

 

• Consultation website (Appendix 1e): A digital consultation website was created 

and has been live since 2nd June 2025. At the time of writing the website has been 

visited 13,795 times. The website was central to engagement with the community. 

The website can be found at www.BloorSouthleigh.co.uk.  

 

• Stakeholder meetings were offered to key stakeholders. These meetings were 

intended to serve as an opportunity for the Applicant to present the proposals, 

answer questions, and gather feedback.  

 

• Two in-person public exhibitions were held in June 2025, one in Emsworth on 

the 13th June at the Emsworth Baptist Church, North Street, the other in Denvilles 

on the 14th June at the Stride Centre, Daffodil Way. 

 

• Feedback form (Appendix 1d): Paper copies of the feedback form were available 

at the public exhibition for completion on the day or return later by freepost or 

email, the form was also made easy to access and complete on the website giving 

the opportunity for the community to document their thoughts directly to the 

project team. Forms could also be requested by contacting the project team. 

 

• Community Newsletter Invite (Appendix 1b): An invitation was posted to a total 

of 3,229 local residential and business addresses surrounding the site. This 

contained information on the consultation, including the date, venue, and various 

ways residents could learn more and provide their feedback, in person and 

virtually. The consultation area can be seen in Appendix 1a. 
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• One-to-one meetings: Along with the community newsletter, all neighbours 

within the red line of the site (21 properties) were sent letters offering the 

opportunity to have a one-to-one meeting with members of the project to discuss 

any concerns or questions they may have about the proposals.  

 

1.7 Views and comments expressed in response to information given and discussions about 

the proposals have been recorded and this Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 

provides a summary of the issues that have been raised throughout the consultation 

process. 
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2. APPROACH TO CONSULTATION  

2.1 The Applicant has been determined to maintain a high standard for an honest, 

transparent, and meaningful consultation process. It has undertaken a comprehensive 

programme of engagement with residents, community stakeholders and local councillors. 

 

2.2 The Applicant is also committed to an ongoing process that continues throughout the 

planning process and into the long-term future of the development.  

2.3 The Applicant was keen to ensure that the consultation strategy put in place followed a 

series of key aims to assist with the evolution and development of the proposals: 

• To raise awareness of the emerging proposals for the redevelopment of the site 

and discuss the public benefits. 

• To undertake consultation to ensure feedback from the local residents, where 

possible, could be incorporated into the final proposals. 

• To build a relationship with the local community. 

• To enable constructive dialogue between local stakeholders, the community, the 

project team and the Applicant. 

• To ensure everyone who wanted to take part in the consultation was able to by 

being as accessible and inclusive as possible. 

2.4 A consultation process, whereby initial principles were shared prior to submission, has 

ensured that the local community have been given opportunities to understand and 

influence the final proposals.  

2.5 The programme outlined in this SCI reflects the principles for consultation in the Localism 

Act (November 2011) and in the revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

(update published in December 2024). Paragraph 40 of the NPPF (December 2024) states 

that early engagement has “significant potential to improve the efficiency and 

effectiveness of the planning application system for all parties.” It also indicates that good 

quality pre-application discussion “enables better coordination between public and 

private resources and improved outcomes for the community.” 

2.6 It also embraces fully the Statement of Community Involvement prepared by Havant 

Borough Council (September 2022). 

2.7 The consultation strategy and process that Marengo Communications has undertaken in 

relation to the proposed redevelopment has been developed with both local policy and 

the above aims in mind. Specifically, the consultation has been delivered through a 

number of activities, which can be summarised as:  

 

• Personal contact and briefings of stakeholders:  

These ensure a full understanding of the aspirations behind, and the details of, the 

proposals.  

 
• Two public exhibitions:  

The nature of these events was for the Applicant to share the draft proposal for 
discussion and feedback. 
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• Printed communications. 

Community invitations that provided information on the proposals, were sent to 

3,229 surrounding addresses in advance of the public consultation.  

 

• Website.  

The project website (www.BloorSouthleigh.co.uk) provided easy access to 

information about the project, much of which is downloadable. There was also the 

opportunity to give comment or contact the team with any questions. (Image of 

the website can be found in Appendix 1e.) 

2.8 Throughout the process, various methods of communication were open to members of 

the community and the wider area, providing further information to residents, 

businesses, and stakeholders on request. These included the following which were 
supplied and managed by Marengo Communications: 

 

• Telephone number (0800 689 5209)  

• Email address (info@BloorSouthleigh.co.uk) 

• Website (www.BloorSouthleigh.co.uk) 
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3. STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT  

3.1 This section sets out the stakeholders that have been consulted throughout the 

consultation process. Stakeholders were kept updated throughout the consultation 

programme. The Applicant sent letters to political and community stakeholders offering 

a presentation of the proposals. Written correspondence was shared with: 

 

• Havant Borough Council  
 

Cabinet Members: 
 

• Cllr Philp Munday  Leader of the Council 

• Cllr Philippa Gray Deputy Leader of the Council, Lead for Finance 

• Cllr Richard Brown Lead for Place and Chairman of Planning  

Committee 

• Cllr Grannie Rason  Lead for Environment & Water Quality & Climate  

Change Champion 

• Cllr Amy Redsull Lead for Housing 

 

Ward Members for the site: 
 

Havant St Faith's Ward (site ward)  

• Cllr Gillian Harris MBE, Lead for Regeneration & Communities 

• Cllr Phillip Munday, Leader of the council 

• Cllr Daniel Berwick, Planning Committee (standing deputy) 

 

Emsworth Ward (neighbouring ward) 

• Cllr Grainne Rason, Planning Committee (standing deputy) 

• Cllr Charles Robert, Planning Committee Member 

• Cllr Reuben Mychaleckyj  

 

• Community Stakeholder 

 

• Emsworth Neighbourhood Forum 

 

3.2 As well as ongoing engagement with Havant Borough Council, the following meeting was 

held with stakeholders during the consultation: 

Date  Stakeholder  Detail  

26th June 2025 

Emsworth 

Neighbourhood 

Forum 

A presentation of the proposals was given 
followed by a question and answer session, 
at Emsworth Community Centre, North St, 
Emsworth PO10 7DD 
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4. PRE-SUBMISSION PUBLIC CONSULTATION  

4.1 The table below summarises the promotional and supporting activities undertaken 

during the consultation phase. The objective of these activities was to raise awareness of 

the consultation and to ensure clear and consistent information was provided, in line with 

the consultation objectives.  

These included: 

Activity   Detail  

Stakeholder correspondence Stakeholders were corresponded with at various 
points in the consultation process. They were invited 
to consultation events by email and offered meetings 
to be briefed on the proposals.  
 
A copy of the Community Newsletter invitation was 
sent by email. 
 
Invited to Stakeholder preview at Emsworth Baptist 
on 13th June  
 

Direct mail to residents A community invitation was distributed to 3,229 
residential and business addresses around the site. 
This informed local people about the development, 
the website, and of consultation events. 
 
A letter was sent to 21 close neighbours to the site 
offering them one-to-one meeting with the project 
team. 
 
A copy of the Community Newsletter invitation is 
included in Appendix 1b. 
 

 

4.2 Stakeholders and residents took part in consultation events. Including: 

• Cllr Gillian Harris, Havant Borough Council 
• Cllr Charles Robert, Emsworth Ward Member, Havant Borough Council 
• Cllr Jackie Branson, Hampshire County Council 
• Cllr Grainne Rason, Emsworth Ward Member, Lead for Environment & Water Quality 

& Climate Change Champion, Havant Borough Council 
• Emsworth Neighbourhood Forum members  

• Havant Civic Society members  
 

 

4.3 Public Exhibition  

As part of the consultation phase, the Applicant hosted two public exhibitions on the 

proposals for the development of land at Southleigh. The exhibitions took place across 

two consecutive days, followed by a consultation period to allow for post exhibition 

feedback to be collected. 
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Photo taken at the public exhibition held at Emsworth Baptist Church 

An outline of the public exhibition portion of the consultation is summarised in the table 
below: 

 

 Detail  

Public Exhibition The exhibitions were held on: 
 

• Friday 13th June From 3pm – 7.30pm 

At Emsworth Baptist Church, North St, Emsworth 
PO10 7BY. 
 

• Saturday 14th June from 10am – 3pm 

At Stride Centre, Daffodil Way, Denvilles, Havant PO9 
2FA. 

Purpose • To introduce proposals for the land at Southleigh to 
the community. 

• Understand how people feel about the proposed 
scheme. 

Format  The exhibition included banners displayed at the venues for 
attendees to learn about the proposals. Members of the 
project team were on hand to answer questions. Attendees 
were invited to feedback to the project team in a range of 
ways: 
 

• By completing a feedback form on the day, online via 
the website, by post or by email 

 
• Conversations with the project team 
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Attendance 222 attended the exhibition in Emsworth. 319 attended the 
exhibition in Denvilles. A total of 541 people attended the 
consultation events. 

Website A bespoke website was created for the consultation period. 
See Appendix 1e.  

Consultation 

Deadline 

Closing date for feedback was the 7th July 2025. 
 

 

4.4 Public Exhibition Feedback   

Stakeholders, residents and members of the wider community who took part in the public 

consultation event were encouraged to complete a feedback form, to record their views 

on key aspects of the proposals, in order to obtain structured feedback. 

The form contained nine open questions on the proposals, to allow for individual 

comments and feedback (see Appendix 1d for a copy of the feedback form).  

The feedback set out in this section is drawn from 227 sets of feedback collected during 

the public consultation period, through all feedback mechanisms: 

• 51 responses received through feedback forms completed at the in-person public 
exhibition. 

• 49 responses received through postal submission of completed feedback form. 

• 125 responses received through feedback form submission via the project website. 

• 2 Feedback forms sent via email 

• 16 bespoke feedback comments received via email 
 

4.5 Feedback Form responses  

The data presented below is from responses to the questions on the feedback form (all 

formats), unless otherwise indicated. 
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Q1. What do you like about the proposals? 

Chart shows likes by theme and number of mentions 

There were a range of themes raised in answer to this question, the most mentioned likes 

were the park, open and green spaces. Also high on the list was the provision of a school, 

the affordable housing and community spaces/ considerations. 

Below are some examples of the responses received: 

“The green space. Keeping the existing parks” 

“Holistic thinking about community facilities, medical, school, shopping etc. Accessible 

green space. Shops may ease congestion in other shopping areas locally e.g Havant & 

Emsworth.” 

“The provision of school and park.” 

“Parkland, wellbeing facilities, pathways.” 

“There is a lot of recreational space.” 

“Park, school, shops, cycle & pedestrian routes, potential 15min bus provision.” 

“Opportunity for Local Business Employment” 

"I recognise there is a need for more housing in the area., including 40% affordable.  

Glad you are preserving the existing playground and sports field just north of the A27 

and north of the station." 

“More housing will be available for those who are seeking a place to live.” 

“I understand the need to build houses. Hopefully this looks like it will be done with a 

feeling of community in mind and proper facilities will be provided from the outset in 

terms of school and doctors (both are heavily oversubscribed in Emsworth currently)” 

SOLAR PANELS

KEEP EXISTING PARKS

DOG WALKING 

RESTAURANT

BIODIVERSITY

INFRASTRUCTURE 

DOCTORS / HEALTHCARE

WALKING / CYCLING

TRANSPORT LINKS/ ROADS

ACCESS

WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENT

SHOPS

FOOT & CYCLING PATHS 

COMMUNITY

AFFORDABLE HOMES / SOCIAL HOUSING

SCHOOL

THE PARK/ OPEN/GREEN SPACES

0 20 40 60
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“I like that there looks like there will be footpath connections from Denvilles to 

Emsworth.” 

"Green spaces, school, cycle paths. Psychologically important Green gap between 

Emsworth and housing." 

“Lots of open space and the use of Southleigh park. the idea of traffic lights at the 2 

junctions Southleigh road and Bartons Road” 

“I do think more housing is needed particularly social housing.” 

“Good to see the cycle routes." 

“Green space by Southleigh house” 

“The retained green area North of Southleigh Road. Bus links. However, will I be 

subsidising them through my council tax?” 

“controlled vehicular access from Southleigh Road through established housing." 

“Environment considered” 

“Thought given to incorporate local plan and to upgrade local infrastructure to a 

point.” 

“Provides more housing and the plans look like there will be improvements in 

biodiversity.” 

“I like the idea of the Country Park in the North East Corner. The area for local centre 

and primary schools. A good range of play parks.” 

"Plans for community spaces, shops, work, leisure, healthcare, school.”  

“Like - will have more green space to walk through daily." 

"Mix of private and social housing” 

“Quality of housing" 

“I was very pleased, and pleasantly surprised to see your idea for the country park in 

the North East corner. I was not expecting that, but am sure it would be greatly 

appreciated.” 

"That the homes will be low carbon.” 

“Having preserved green space in the country park is important." 

"The conversion of the grounds of Southleigh Park House into a community park.  

“There is an attempt to create some park space, green areas, pathways so it isn't a 

total paved and built up area.” 

"I like the cycle access from the top of Southleigh Road towards Emsworth” 

I like the development of a local centre, which is needed for the Denvilles area" 

"I like that the draft doesn’t seem to pack the houses too tightly and seems like it will 

be a nice environment to navigate when necessary.” 

“I am also glad to see the space has been allocated for much needed growth of 

infrastructure, such as the primary school and the GP surgery." 
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“Lots of cycleways.” 

“making the upper right quadrant parkland - a pleasant area with mature trees and 

woodland.” 

“Provision of a school” 

“Mixed affordable housing" 

“Plans to give each home a bird brick or box”  

"Efficient use of the site with retention of a large meadow park north east of 

Southleigh Road.  

“I like the shift away from gas." 

“The opportunity for new facilities and community and urban spaces for my family to 

enjoy.” 

"40% affordable housing, i.e. well in excess of Havant Borough Council's 30% minimum 

for greenfield sites.”  

 

Although the majority of the responses to this question were about the things that were 

liked, there were a number who responded with ‘nothing’ and others who answered this 

question took the opportunity to express their concerns about the development. The main 

concerns seem to be around the traffic, roads and infrastructure. 
 

Q2. What would you change about the proposals? 

 

Chart shows themes by number of mentions 

DOG POO BINS
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In answer to this question there were several themes that the responses to the question 

fell in to. The most common were traffic, schools, roads, access, the number of houses, and 

the park, open and green spaces. 

Below are some examples of the responses received: 

“Access roads… I'm still very confused as to how Emsworth & Warblington are 

supposed to cope with extra traffic.” 

“Worried about traffic on existing roads & pressure on shops and amenities. Would 

like a secondary school. 2 local ones, bad reputation - more students not helpful.” 

“Frankly I would do away with them completely. The target might be considered 

necessary by Central Government but it is arbitrary. How are the numbers of houses 

(2100) justified in terms of local need?” 

“Put in road improvements/schools/shops/surgeries/community space.” 

“Consideration of secondary school staffing, if the facilities of the school are 

improved. It's not just about the facilities!” 

“Definitely must have a school, doctors and local shops.”  

“Road access to A27 OR The proposed pedestrian route of railway becomes a road.” 

“Reduce the size and support the local infrastructure before this completed. Consider 

the natural habitats of the animals that are currently using it.” 

“Highways strategy and layout particularly the proposed junctions on Southleigh 

road which will add to the chaos the level crossing causes” 

“Don’t build it there, it’s insane. The local schools have zero capacity, the local 

surgeries have no capacity.” 

“Significantly reduce the number of new of houses being proposed. Have much more 

green space.” 

“Putting in a primary school is all well and good but where do secondary school 

children go. Doubt enough capacity at Wallington secondary school to 

accommodate all. Parents will have to take their children to other school, most likely 

by car!!” 

“Keeping green space and not destroying the natural habitat currently in place.” 

“I would change the amount of housing being proposed and larger green spaces. This 

is going to have a huge effect on wildlife and shouldn’t just be pushed out to parts 

unsuitable for building on.” 

“Widen the green space adjoining Kennett way where the "green gap" between 

Emsworth and the new development is the narrowest. Psychologically, residents of 

Emsworth wish for a good green gap to be maintained on the west side of Emsworth 

(where deer and other wildlife currently graze) . If this narrow green point was 

made wider, it would be make those nimbys happier.” 
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Q3. What kinds of homes would you like to see included in this scheme? For 

example: number of bedrooms, types of affordable housing etc. 

 

A. Chart shows preferred housing sizes by number of mentions 

 

B. Chart shows preferences of housing types and some features by number of mentions 
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Many of those who answered this question provided gave a selection of options they 

would like to see, for example bedroom numbers, house type and other feature options.   

Chart A, above, indicates the size of the homes by bedroom numbers, some with a range 

of sizes given, indicating a preference for a mix of housing sizes. The most popular was a 

mix of homes ranging from 1 bed to 5 bed. 

Chart B, above, indicates the preference of type of housing, including building type (such 

as bungalow) or affordable housing.  In addition, things not wanted, such as not 

overcrowding, fewer affordable, no garages or no flats. The responses indicated that the 

majority of those who answered wanting to see affordable housing delivered and made 

available for first time buyers. There was also an indicated preference for providing a 

number of bungalows. Some indicated a need for parking, solar panels or heat pumps. 

Q4. In terms of highways and transport matters, what feedback do you have on 

our proposals? 

 

Chart shows preferences of housing types and some features by number of mentions 

This question asked the respondents to give feedback on the highways and transport 

matters within the proposals. The main highways were shown to be traffic, the link to the 

A27, roads and junctions. On transport, buses were the most mentioned, with general 

public transport and transport to schools also being raised. 
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Below are some examples of the responses received: 

“transport & roads are a massive problem for this development due to the existing 

gridlock  & train gate issues. We need new access to A27 from this development.” 

“Accept development needed, but road access from A27 essential.” 

“The scheme is not viable without a link road from the A27.” 

“Controlled junctions cause more traffic and pollution pockets than say a 

roundabout which are free flowing.” 

“Review the access, not just the 2 accessing, make it more accessible if it's going to 

be that large.” 

“They do not adequately address the ability to get in and out in what is already a 

traffic congested area.” 

“The additional traffic generated will lead to extensive queuing and even gridlock 
at peak times along southleigh road particularly at the Warblington Railway gates 
near the school” 

“The bus service in Emsworth is totally inadequate as it is. Buses have to be 
guaranteed, with a reliable, frequent service.” 

 

Q5. What features would you like to see included in our open space proposals? For 

example: play areas, dog walking areas etc.  

 

Chart shows features by number of mentions 
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The majority of those who answered this question indicated that they would like to see 

parks and play areas. This was followed by dog walking, open / green spaces, wildlife, 

trees and foot/cycle paths. 

Other popular mentions included benches/seating, litter and dog waste bins, and picnic 

areas. 

Below are some examples of the responses received: 

“Keep existing parks, green spaces, trees, additional accessible parks and play areas, 

ponds to attract more wildlife, a cycle route through.” 

“WIDE cycle routes big enough for all. I.e. cars, pedestrians, cyclists, mobility 

scooters. Wind turbine to serve all energy needs” 

“Plenty of play areas, lots of trees” 

“Play areas, cafes, cycle paths.” 

“Dog walking areas.” 

“Children’s open play areas (Not just a slide and swing)” 

“Natural habitats for animals and wild flowers for bees, butterflies etc. (as they are 

becoming extinct)” 

“Play areas/playing field essential.” 

“Existing wildlife – birds of prey, deer, birds, hedgehogs etc” 

“Good play areas for different age groups. Bike & skate parks. Dog exercise park. 

Mountain bike trail. Splash park” 

“Dog walking areas with sufficient, well maintained waste bins. Open recreational 

areas so that our existing areas aren’t overwhelmed by an influx of new users.” 

“Trees, conservation area, wild flower meadow, play areas, ample seating, pond, 

toilets, café” 

“Footpaths. Wildlife consideration” 

“Childrens play areas. Area with trees for shade where people can sit. Accessible play 

equipment. Allotments. Ponds to encourage wildlife. Waterplay area.” 

“Green corridors to boundaries with Denvilles and Emsworth. “ 

“Footpaths and cycle lanes” 

 “Different play areas, each to accommodate specific age groups” 
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Q6. Our plans include a new local centre, what would you like to see provided here? 

For example: cafés, restaurants, shops etc. 

 

Chart shows suggestions by number of mentions 

The respondents were asked what they would like to see in the proposed new local centre. 

The most popular suggestion was for shops. High on the list were doctors, café, and 

restaurants, with notable mentions dentist, chemist, buses and supermarket. 

Below are some examples of the responses received: 

“Local shop, café, a restaurant/bar where you can sit out - pedestrianised bit.” 

“Cafes & shops e.g. Butchers, bakers, coffee, LOCAL” 

“Shops for those who struggle to get into Havant.” 

“Accessible (wheelchairs/buggy) café. Convenience store. Community 

centre/village hall.” 

“cafes, restaurants, shops, doctors surgery, chemist.” 

“If this did indeed happen, you would definitely need to have a selection of cafes 

and shops.” 

“Local shop, not a large chain, make the rent affordable, not more charity shops, 

give a local the opportunity to start business.” 

“fish & chip shop” 
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“Shop will be essential, Community centre, Doctors will be essential, School will be 

essential, Cycle path connecting Havant” 

 “Dentist, doctors, café, community centre” 

“Small supermarket e.g. Coop, GP surgery & pharmacy, hairdresser, 

café/restaurant, cycle shop, PO, newsagent, work hub.” 

 

Q7. We are also proposing new community facilities for the development, what 

should this look like? For example: a community hall, or a multifunctional space 

for local groups. 

  

Chart shows suggestions by number of mentions 

The responses to this question were regarding the community facilities for the proposed 

development.  A very large majority of those who answered indicated that they would like 

to see a new community hall/ multifunctional space/ community centre.  Other mentions 

were sports facilities, school and scouts/ guide hall.   

Below are some examples of the responses received: 

“Additional schools (primary & Secondary), medical centre, multifunctional space for 
local groups - a bit like the Stride, so it can be hired out.” 
 
“Sports centres as well as easy access to community hall.” 
 
“cover all ages, including activities for the older generations, kids clubs in the holidays, 
fates, private hire” 

GYM

MEDICAL CENTRE

PARKING

ALLOTMENTS

PHARMACY/CHEMIST

FLEXIBLE SPACE

DENTIST

FITNESS / EXERCISE CLASSES

YOUTH CENTRE/CLUB

DOCTORS

SCOUTS/GUIDES HALL

SCHOOL

SPORTS CENTRE/ FACILITIES

COMMUNITY CENTRE

MULTIFUNCTIONAL SPACE

COMMUNITY HALL

0 10 20 30 40 50



 23 

“Yes a functional space for local groups eg youth club type facilities as little for older 
kids to do in Emsworth.” 
 
“A community hall sounds like a great idea. Also a pub/restaurant.” 
 
“Schools, cycling/running track or a swimming pool. We have plenty of community 
halls and they struggle to stay open.” 

 
“Definitely somewhere for young people to go - sports groups, youth groups, scouts 
group is really really important to benefit mental health and to keep them off the 
streets / off their phones.” 
 
“Mother and toddler/baby groups to meet so they can get local support and 
friendship.”  
 
“Perhaps somewhere for elderly care group(s) to meet. I've seen something on the 
local news where older people met with toddler groups and that seemed to be a lovely 
idea.”  
 
“Maybe some sort of faith group / community church would be a good option.”  
 
“The point is that it would need to be multifunctional space that could be adapted. 

 

Q8. Is there anything you think that we haven’t considered as part of our 

proposals? 

 

Chart shows suggestions in themes and by number of mentions 
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The respondents were asked if there was anything that had not been considered in the 

proposals. The main items of concern were traffic, roads and schools.  As can be seen 

above there were other themes mentioned such as sewage, infrastructure, and 

construction traffic and disruption. 

 Below are some examples of the responses received: 

“Suitability of the local area road network etc. Very poor local transport system - bus 
service is appalling, trains are unreliable.” 
 
“How it impacts the local community already living in Emsworth.” 
 
“Link roads to the A27 is the main issue here. Not much though process has gone into 
where all these new cars are going to be and how they are getting around. It's going 
to be absolute chaos without a decent route to the A27. “ 
 
“Thinking everyone is going to use public transport is garbage and you know it.” 
 
“The impact on the community. Emsworth will no longer be what it is and why 
people enjoy it for what it is. The community will be destroyed. Yes it will change and 
reemerge but at what cost?” 
 
“Yes. Local residents. Local roads, Link road. Traffic queues. Speed of traffic. Cyclists 
not using the existing cycle paths. Horses that go along Southleigh Road. Wildlife. 
Inconsiderate drivers. Accidents at junctions.” 
 
“Access off the A27” 
 
“Secondary education, safety along Southleigh Road. Congestion issues in 
Emsworth.” 
 
“Flood risk and need for upgraded sewage system. Original pre 1970's infrastructure 
has not been upgrades despite considerable development of housing and loss of 
farmland (natural draiage) already.” 
 
“Realistic transport implications” 
 
“Traffic flow in and around the development and affordability for first time buyers. 
Access for emergency services.” 

 

 “Yes the lives of the residents who already live here” 

“Please make sure the infrastructure is in place ..a decent link road before the 

houses are built.” 
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Q9. What else would you like to say about our proposals? 

 

   Chart shows comments in themes by number of mentions 

This final question asked if there was anything else that the respondent would like to say 

about the proposals. The chart above shows the themes that came from these responses 

and lists them in order of mentions. 

 The main mentions related to infrastructure and the community, followed by roads, 

access and transport links, as you can see there were a few other less popular themes 

raised above. 

 Below are some examples of the responses received: 

“The road structure needs to be looked into more. Existing residents already queue 
Horndean Rd/Southleigh Rd, Warblington Crossing & Emsworth. Maybe less houses.” 
 
“Phasing. How are you actually going to deliver this? “ 
 
“It's essential that highways are implemented first, including and coordinated with 
the county council plan for the A27 junction.” 
 
“Can you stop building things that look like they are from 150 years ago and build 
something contemporary.” 
 
“I hope the traffic lights are done before the development starts” 
 
“Half the amount of houses to be built and build the rest elsewhere please.” 
 
“Look forward to seeing more detail.” 
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“You have not considered the impact to already extremely busy road, junctions and 
crossings.” 
 
“The council must add capacity to hospital snad GP surgeries.” 
 
“A good proposal if it comes to fruition as set out and good buy in from Havant 
Borough Council” 
 
“It needs to be cancelled. We are losing all our green spaces.” 
 
“Broadly speaking we are in support of these proposals, if housing has to be built 
(which it does) this proposal seems sensitive and well balanced.” 
 
“Traffic issues MUST be resolved before starting this huge project.” 
 

“In principal Ok but the devil is in the detail.” 
 
“Would be nice if the new green park area was built early in the development, so 
that locals can enjoy this without waiting years for the rest of the development to 
be built. Would make locals more positive about this large development on our 
doorstep” 

 

4.6  One-to-One meetings 

A letter was sent by Royal Mail to the 21 closest neighbours to the site on the 2nd June 

2025, offering them an opportunity to have a one-to-one meeting with members of the 

project to discuss the proposals and ask any questions they may have.  

 

Map of close neighbours 
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Meetings took place at the residents’ homes on Wed 25th June, Thursday 26th June and 

Tues 22nd July. Of the 21 invitations sent, a total of sixteen residents and businesses took 

up the offer, and a total of eleven meetings were held over the course of these dates. 

 

Feedback  

The following issues were raised during the one-to-one meetings. In order to protect 

individual identities, feedback has been aggregated. 

 

Traffic and Roads 

• Link Road 

• Traffic, sewage, water 

• Eastleigh Road – access and speed  

• Nobody uses bus stop, will it move? 27 bus service reduced 

• Will there be more car parking in Emsworth? It gets busy 

• Congestion / traffic issues 

• Level crossing – need improvements, traffic is a big concern. 

• Crossroads 

• Would a link road bring more traffic? 

• Should work with West Sussex – need A27 junction 

• Road is too narrow – not enough space for two cars plus pedestrians. Hence 

having to drive everywhere. 

• Public transport 

• Will construction traffic use Eastleigh Road? 

• Would prefer Cul-de-sac in both directions 

• Blind spots on the road. Road safety concerns. Residents have had an accident on 

this road. 

• Last local plan capped off the road. 

• Emsworth Station – industrial units could be car park? 

 

Infrastructure 

• Need infrastructure projects. 

• Infrastructure -Schools 

• Move Warbington school? Is that your remit? 

• Doctors- Emsworth won’t take PO9 residents 

• Doctors/Hospitals – how will they cope? 

• Shops – building heights? 
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Drainage and water 

• Drainage – how will water be managed? Flooding issues locally. 

• Drainage/flooding. 2013 serious flood. 2 yrs ago Southern Water drains blocked 

up. (resident will send flooding footage) 

• Drainage /flooding – people have kayaked down Southleigh Road 

• Water table concerns.  

 

Design, scale, landscape and wildlife  

• Architecture – how to vary design?  

• How close will houses be? Overlooking  

• Loss of privacy and light with building right up to the boundary.  How could you 

plan to mitigate this? 

• Topography – heights, overlooking 

• Shame the hedge will go 

• Delighted with park and proposals. Parkland – like it- who would own/ manage 

it? 

• Play areas/community spaces – poor provision currently 

• Security: neighbours have been broken into. Appreciate development needs to 

happen 

• Bechstein’s bats in the area. 

• Access to the bluebell wood at the top of Eastleigh Road appears restricted in the 

plans. 

 

Other 

• Something to preserve ‘Eastleigh Hamlet’ name and identity 

• Keep hamlet together – Don’t want to see fragmented  

• Worried about structural damage to home due to construction 

• How long, project timeline? 

 

4.6  Development Consultation Forum 

 As part of the pre-application consultation, the Applicant took part in Havant Borough 

Council’s Development Consultation Forum process. This event was hosted by the 

Council, and included: 

- A short exhibition, in which members of the public could view banners (a copy of the 

banners can be found in Appendix 1g) and ask questions of the project team; 

- A presentation (a copy of the presentation can be found in Appendix 1h), which 

explained the proposals in greater detail, and 

- A question and answer session, wherein elected members could ask questions of the 

project team 

- A feedback form, produced by the Council, which was given to members of the public 

to complete. Completed forms were sent to the Applicant as consultation responses.  
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A total of 55 individual pieces of feedback were received, including handwritten feedback 

forms, digitally returned feedback forms, and emails. Comments made have been themed 

below: 

Theme Frequency 
Congestion/traffic 43 
A27 link road 32 
Active travel 21 
Warblington level crossing 20 
Healthcare facilities 17 
Construction traffic/management 13 
Need for improved public transport 11 
Education/schools 9 
Sewage 8 
Maintenance of public realm 8 
Flooding/surface water drainage 8 
Parking 8 
Impacts on wildlife 7 
Sustainable technologies (EV charging, 
solar panels etc) 

6 

Need for affordable housing 6 
Shops 6 
Boundary treatments 5 
Community parkland 5 
Speeding 4 
Environmental impacts 4 
Impact on property values 4 
Proximity to existing residences 3 
Pollution 3 
Housing mix 2 
Impact on character of the area 2 
Questioning need for community centre 2 
Need for connectivity to Warblington 
station 

2 

Need for separate nature reserve 2 
Need for more density 2 
Westbrook estate private road 2 
Crime 1 
Need for older people’s housing 1 
Need for care home 1 
Suggestion to relocate Warblington 
School 

1 

Self-build 1 
Need for key worker housing 1 
Need for allotments 1 
Visual impact 1 
Loss of agricultural land 1 
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5. RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK   

5.1 The table below summarises the key themes arising from feedback during the 

consultation and the respective responses from the Applicant. 

Key Theme  Applicant Response  

Who is the developer? 
 

Bloor was founded in 1963 by John Bloor. We 
have 63 years’ continuous experience in 
promoting and developing major housing 
schemes across the UK. 
 
The long-term family ownership and simple 
management structure provides certainty that 
is not susceptible to change, disruption, or 
pressure from the city. 
 
The business operates across the Country from 
9 regional offices, with the team working on 
Southleigh from the Bloor Southern office based 
in Newbury. 
 
The company builds over 4,500 new homes 
annually and we have consistently maintained 
our HBF rating as a 5-Star Home Builder. 
 

The Site 
 

 

Where is the site located? 
 

The site located south of Barton’s road, north of 
the A27, east of Denvilles, and west of 
Emsworth. It is in a sustainable location, well-
connected to nearby cycle routes, public 
transport, schools, leisure facilities, and 
employment. 
 

What is the site history? 

 

This site was first proposed by Havant Borough 
Council in 2016 in a previous version of the 
(now withdrawn) Local Plan, and remains one 
of the only sites available in the district that can 
deliver homes at scale in a sustainable location. 
The Council carried out a masterplanning 
exercise in 2017, in which many local residents 
took part. This site now has a draft allocation in 
the emerging Local Plan (Regulation 18 Local 
Plan) upon which the Council is carrying out its 
own consultation, meaning that the Council still 
sees it as a suitable place to deliver a new 
community. 
 
The Council consulted on this Plan through May 
and June 2025. The consultation has now 
closed, and the Council is considering feedback 
before reporting back later in the year.  
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The Council has a calculated housing need of 
892 homes per year, but the draft Local Plan can 
only meet 361 homes per year representing 
only 40% of its need, including the Southleigh 
allocation, which is the largest of the emerging 
Local Plan’s housing allocations. Because of the 
coastline and the South Downs, given the 
constrained nature of Havant it is difficult to 
find enough land to meet housing need which 
places greater importance on the need to 
deliver strategic sites such as Southleigh. 
 
As of January 2024, 1,631 households were 
registered for Hampshire Home Choice in 
Havant, meaning they are on a waiting list for 
affordable housing. Housing pressures are 
leading to an increase in rent and house prices, 
increasing social and health inequality, and 
more homelessness in the district. 
 

Proposals and Planning 
 

How are the numbers of houses 
(2100) justified in terms of local 
need? 

Havant Borough Council has a responsibility to 
meet housing need for the next five years, by 
allocating enough land and granting sufficient 
planning permissions against calculated need.  
 
This site has been identified by the Council to 
meet its need in its Building a Better Future 
draft Local Plan.  
 
The need is calculated by the Council using a 
methodology created by Government.  
 

This development will bring a lot 
more people to the area, which in 
turn will put increased pressure 
on public services. What 
discussions has the project team 
had in terms of existing capacity 
and likely pressures this 
development will place on these 
services? 

Havant Borough Council will assess the impacts 
on existing infrastructure as part of the process 
of assessing the application.  
 
The applicant team will make proportionate 
financial contributions towards delivering new 
infrastructure services, such as potentially 
schools and healthcare, if the development is 
granted planning permission. 
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What type of application will be 

submitted? 

 

An outline planning application will be 

submitted to Havant Borough Council. If 

approved, the development will be brought 

forward in phases, with each phase submitting 

a separate Reserved Matters application, which 

will deal with the finer details of each phase of 

the project.  

 

What is being proposed?  
 

As well as providing around 2,100 much-
needed new homes (of which, Bloor will deliver 
around 1,800 on their interest), the scheme will 
deliver a range of new facilities and 
infrastructure, including: 
 

- A new community park, open to all, 
which will offer leisure and recreational 
opportunities in a natural environment;  

- A mix of homes to meet local needs;  
- Solar PV, air source heat pumps, and EV 

charging points; 
- Significant numbers of Affordable 

Homes; 
- A new mobility hub that will be a focal 

point for travel options and interchange, 
potentially including EV charging 
points; secure cycle storage; real time 
public transport information and 
seating areas; 

- New public transport services with easy 
access for all residents;  

- Wider pedestrian and cycling 
improvements; 

- Provision of a new local centre, with 
new shops, cafés, and restaurants; 

- Community facilities 
- New healthcare provision, which could 

include a GP surgery and chemist; 
- Workspaces to help support the local 

economy; 
- A new primary school and the potential 

for 2 nurseries for early years; 
- A network of green corridors for 

walking and cycling; 
- Pedestrian-friendly streets, and 
- Leisure facilities, play areas, and 

potential sport offering. 
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New Homes 
 

What will the price range be for 
the homes?  
 

This will depend on market conditions at the 
time that new properties are brought to market. 
Market properties will be sold at the market 
rate, and affordable properties will be sold or 
rented at the level agreed in the planning 
permission. 
 

What materials will the homes be 
built from? 
 

As an outline application, this detail has not yet 
been set, and will be dealt with at the Reserved 
Matters application stage. However, we would 
seek to use materials that are in keeping with 
existing communities. 
 

How could you plan to mitigate 
the loss of privacy and light for 
the closest existing neighbours? 
 

The layout, scale and appearance of the 
development are detailed matters that will be 
dealt with at the Reserved Matters stage as the 
outline application seeks to establish principles. 
At the detailed stage, we will undertake further 
consultation with the community and will seek 
to ensure that the proposals accord with 
Havant’s amenity standards in terms of 
overbearing impacts. 
 

Transport and Access 
 

How will people access the site? 
 

Our vision-led approach aligns with National 
and County wide Policy whereby we should 
make it easier to travel by walking, cycling, and 
public transport to reduce car dependency. The 
vision for Southleigh is for the transport needs 
of the community to be met without reliance on 
owning a private car. 
 
The site is well-positioned to provide 
connections to active travel routes, public 
transport, and existing roads, and will provide 
additional improvements to the transport 
infrastructure for new and existing residents.  
 

Will there be any parking facilities 
onsite? 
 

Parking will be provided on-site for all new 
properties, in line with the Council’s parking 
standard, which sets a minimum number of 
spaces per dwelling, based on the number of 
bedrooms. This will be established at the 
Reserved Matters stages as part of the detailed 
layout design.  
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How will the development be 
maintained?  
 

This will be agreed through the planning 
process, but the most likely outcome is that the 
site, including the community park, will be 
maintained by a management company, paid for 
by contributions from residents of the new 
properties. 
 

Are you delivering a new link road 
onto the A27? 
 

The Council’s draft allocation proposes to 
safeguard land for future connections on land 
beyond Bloor’s control. Bloor would not 
prejudice or frustrate the ability for such future 
connections to be delivered, should they be 
necessary, and our proposals would be 
designed to allow for these to come forward. 
 
 
 

Drainage  
 

How will you manage any surface 
water / flooding on site? 
 

Development on the site is located in Flood Zone 
1, which represents the lowest risk. Sustainable 
Drainage Systems (SuDS) will be used to 
manage water runoff, using measures such as 
swales and pipes. 

Open Space, Landscaping, and Ecology 
 

What biodiversity measures will 
you be including? 
 

All new development is required by law to 
achieve a 10% measurable net gain in 
biodiversity, and our aspiration is to go beyond 
this wherever possible, including by responding 
directly to nature conservation priorities 
identified in the new draft Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy for Hampshire, such as the 
restoration of parkland habitat. 
 

What are you doing to manage 
nitrates? 
 

We understand the local significance of nitrate 
neutrality and this scheme will meet current 
environmental requirements through active 
mitigation methods potentially on and off site, 
subject to the detailed calculations. 
 

How are you maintaining the 
separation between Emsworth 
and Denvilles? 
 

A new 58-acre (23.5 hectare) community park 
will be created, opening up previously 
inaccessible green space for new and existing 
residents to enjoy. Inspired by the historic 
parkland south of the Listed Southleigh Park 
House, the community park will also protect the 
separation between Emsworth and Denvilles.  
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Why is all the open land on 

Emsworth side? This is not a fair 

distribution. 

The area proposed as a community park is 
already currently parkland, which means it is 
the most suitable part of the site to use for 
public open space. 

How do you plan to protect the 

Bechstein’s bats in the area? 

 

The proposals are informed by a comprehensive 
programme of ecological survey work, including 
surveys with a particular focus on habitats and 
vegetation, and on protected and notable 
species such as bats, birds, invertebrates, and 
reptiles. 
 
Local wildlife will be protected and enhanced 
alongside development – including by the 
creation of extensive new habitat corridors 
featuring a mosaic of wildflower grassland, 
mixed native scrub, and wetlands. 

Sustainability 
 

What sustainability measures are 
you including as part of these 
proposals?  
 

Our designs for new homes could incorporate 
sustainable technologies such as EV charging, 
air source heat pumps, and solar panels to help 
residents live comfortably and affordably whilst 
making a contribution towards the fight against 
climate change. We also encourage residents of 
our new communities to use active travel and 
public transport where possible by putting 
infrastructure at the heart of our design process. 
 

Construction 
 

How will you manage construction 
works to mitigate the impacts on 
local residents? 
 

Bloor Homes is committed to being a good 
neighbour during construction.  
 
A Construction Environmental Management 
Plan (CEMP) will be developed to inform and 
manage the potential construction impacts of 
the proposed development. This will be 
conditioned as part of the planning application 
process.  
 
Construction activities would be limited to 
working hours to be agreed with the Council 
and would comply with the relevant Health and 
Safety regulations. 
 

Miscellaneous 
 

What about the historic covenant 
on the site? 
 

The historic covenant will be addressed as part 
of the development process. The Council has 
previously released the historic covenant in 
relation to several pieces of neighbouring land 
for residential development. 
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A community hall could help bring 
the community together. How 
would this be paid for and who 
would be responsible for its 
upkeep in the future? 
 

The approach to community facilities in terms 
of scale / form / location are yet to be 
determined, however such provision will come 
forward as part of the development. Bloor 
Homes would seek to work with the Council to 
either hand any facilities to the relevant 
department or seek a management entity to 
ensure its future is preserved. Either approach 
would require the agreement of a Management 
Plan. Bloor Homes would not seek to retain any 
such facility.   
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6. CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS   

6.1 As outlined through this document, the Applicant has carried out a programme of pre-

application engagement and consultation. This programme has increased awareness of 

the plans and offered residents and stakeholders a chance to comment on the proposals 

before the application is submitted. 

6.2 The Applicant has sought to include a range of stakeholders and individuals, to fully 

represent the local community in this consultation. However, whilst making substantial 

efforts to do so through a wide variety of methods, it is not always possible to engage with 

all interested parties. 

6.3 This consultation has both met and exceeded the requirements laid out as part of the 

NPPF, the Localism Act and Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) prepared by 

Havant Borough Council. 

6.4 The Applicant has been prepared to listen to points raised in the consultation and amend 

plans accordingly wherever possible. The feedback was mixed, but many were supportive 

of the need for new homes and the plans for open green space. However, there were mixed 

views with regard to a potential increase in vehicle movements and the need for a wider 

investment in local infrastructure.  

6.5 Throughout the consultation process, The Applicant has been clear of its intention to 

create genuine dialogue and relationships with the local community. 

6.6 The Applicant will ensure the submission of the application does not mark the end of 

community engagement and will continue to discuss the proposals with the local 

community. 
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Appendix 1: Pre-Submission Public Consultation  
 

1a.  Consultation Mailing Area  
 

3,229 addresses  
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1b.  Community Invitation 
 

Sent by Royal Mail to residents and businesses, 2nd June 2025. 
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1c.  Exhibition Banners  
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1d.  Feedback Form  
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1e.  Website  
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1f.  News Articles 
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1g.  Development Consultation Forum Banners 
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1h.  Development Consultation Forum Presentation 
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