Residents’ Meeting – 30.6.26 – 10am to 11am

This meeting was scheduled by Cllr Caren Diamond. It  follows concerns raised on the doorstep and social media regarding the proposed change of use for the building at numbers 7 and 9 London Road, Widley, Hants. PO7 5AT into a House of Multiple Occupancy as temporary housing for local homeless people. The proposed layout - to the best of the writer’s understanding from the plan and may need revision / correction)  - is as follows:
FIRST FLOOR
10 rooms / 16 beds 
 All 2 bed rooms appear to have en suite WC & shower. It’s unclear if all 1 bed rooms have en suite facilities

GROUND FLOOR
5 rooms / 7 beds 
2 kitchens/ dining rooms                            
 2 laundry rooms
1 office

OUDOOR SPACE
4 car parking spaces
Bin / Cycle store
An area of turf “to form children’s play area”
                




               
Attendees: c 75 residents from the local area
Members of the current leadership (the Cabinet) of Havant Borough Council as follows:
Cllr Gillian Harris – Labour – Leader of the Council, responsible for Regeneration
Cllr Phil Munday -  Labour – Leader of the Council between May 2024 and 7.5.26 now responsible for Local Government Reorganisation and New Housing Delivery 
Cllr Amy Redsull – Labour – responsible for Housing
Cllr Philippa Gray – Lib Dem – responsible for Finance
Cllr Antonia Harrison – Lib Dem – responsible for Communities plus one of 3 ward councillors for Widley 
 
Also present: Cllr Caren Diamond – Reform -  ward councillor for Widley 
                      Cllr Elizabeth Lloyd – Independent – ward councillor for Stakes

Cllr Lloyd was asked to chair the meeting because she does not represent any political party, and she is a resident in Widley.


The meeting focused on hearing from residents. Where questions were posed, the relevant Cabinet Member gave a response. Questions and statements of concern covered the following topics:

1. Definition of Homeless: Cllr Redsull explained the council’s obligation (under the Homelessness Reduction Act 2017) to house anyone in the borough of Havant who finds themselves homeless or in danger of homelessness within 56 days. Cllr Munday  said that, on average, people using temporary accommodation (TA) stayed around 6 weeks, by when they will have been helped to house themselves.

It was suggested that released prisoners could end up in this HMO. ACTION please clarify perhaps outlining where prisoners who have completed their sentence, and those on parole, are housed.

2. Due Diligence: Questions were asked about the policy of buying property to be used as TA and if due diligence was carried out in this particular case, and when it was decided to be an HMO. A comment was made that perhaps this was “snuck through”. ACTION please provide sight of the report(s) showing what  in-depth research was carried out prior to buying these premises at 7 & 9 London Road Widley for an HMO as TA. Due diligence would have looked into risks, impact on the built environment, amenities, and so on. 
3. Costs: A question was asked about how much the HMO would cost. The exact figures were not to hand. ACTION Cllr Gray agreed to supply figures related to the purchase and conversion of the property, and give information regarding the source of the funding (e.g. is it council tax payers’ money or other funds?)
4. Eligibility for temporary accommodation: Cllr Redsull said those eligible must be a British citizen or have a right to remain in Britain and have a local connection to the Havant borough. 

Once ‘devolution’ goes ahead, homeless people in Portsmouth city, the outskirts of Portsmouth (from Farlington in the East to Paulsgrove in the West and up to Widley), Gosport, Fareham and Havant will all be considered the same as now, using temporary accommodation within the four former local authorities, i.e. there has to be a local connection to the TA, for the homeless person. 

5. The elephant in the room: A resident asked if illegal immigrants, being moved out of hotel rooms, could end up being in this HMO at Widley. Cllr Redsull gave an emphatic “No” to this question which was referred to as “the elephant in the room”. Supplementary to this, Cllr Munday said that we had to play our part in housing migrants. 
6. Consultation of the residents: Some residents said the only way they knew of the plan for the HMO in Widley was from comments on social media. Cllr Harrison said that the required notification was  carried out such that the properties either side of the site  were sent letters from the council and a notice was put on a lamppost. 
7. Redacted comments within a complaint letter on the planning portal in excess of the name and address of the complainant. Why were the comments redated? ACTION: please clarify the situation.
8. Safeguarding: concern was raised about children and single men being housed in the building where the kitchen, dining and laundry areas are shared.  ACTION: can we see the report which shows that safeguarding has been considered and determined not to be an issue in this design?   
9. Management Plan: Questions were asked about how and by whom this facility will be managed. Will there be an on-site manager either living in or on duty 24/7, 365? Cllr Munday said the management plan would be determined once the scheme was at the point of completion, and it may be put out for tender. Many residents, including Cllrs Diamond and Lloyd, were shocked to hear that there is no management plan at this stage. ACTION: an urgent review of this matter is required and a Management Plan outlined at this stage, albeit site management may not be filled until near completion of the change of use. 
10. Anti-social behaviour (ASB): two residents who are now retired police officers, stated that in their professional experience, Houses of Multiple Occupancy attract ASB. Without on-site management 24/7, 365 the former policemen explained that the local police will have to attend on a regular basis. This view was supported by one of the two councillors present from Portsmouth City Council (PCC) who represent the adjacent ward South and East,  to Widley, stating this is the case for HMOs in Portsmouth. Residents were concerned that the  proposed HMO will consequently have a detrimental effect on this quiet, residential area.
11. Pressure on local health & education services: currently, it’s very difficult to get an appointment at the local doctors’ surgeries for routine / ongoing health conditions. Local schools are not near this part of the borough.
12. Amenities: there are no supermarkets, leisure activity centres, schools, doctors, dentists within reasonable walking distance from the location of the site. There are, however, 2 public houses, a take-away food outlet, a hair dresser’s and a vet’s practice within easy walking distance. 
13. Inappropriate location: many residents suggested that this location is unsuitable as temporary accommodation for people who are homeless because there are no essential amenities for them. Questions were asked about where else in the borough would be more suitable. Cllr Munday explained that another property has been purchased in Stockheath Road, Leigh Park, where 54 self-contained units for homeless families are planned. He went on to explain that currently, Havant Borough Council (HBC) has to use TA outside the Havant borough. In some cases, this means families are housed in B&Bs as far away as Bognor Regis. The cost of housing someone in TA is around £150 per person, per night. It was this cost plus the fact that often families were sent away from their Havant connections that drove the council to purchase premises for temporary accommodation.  Cllr Munday said that currently there are 110 people in TA, with 53 of them housed outside the Havant borough.

14. Parking: many residents said that 4 car parking spaces is inadequate. Their concerns highlighted that vehicles from the HMO will be parked in their streets which are already full. Aswell as vehicles belonging to people housed in the HMO, they will have friends and relatives visiting them. Professionals from social services, health visitors, support workers and delivery drivers will all be coming to and from this property too. This will have a detrimental effect on this quiet residential area. Cllr Munday said that the people who end up in this HMO will not have cars.
15. Traffic and transport assessment: ACTION was an assessment carried out as part of due diligence? 
16. Size of rooms: it was suggested that some of the rooms did not meet planning regulation size requirements. ACTION please clarify the regulations and how they relate to this application. 
17. Property maintenance: questions were asked regarding what has been done to maintain the building and grounds since HBC purchased it. ACTION please clarify the situation.
18. Plan B: residents asked what would happen if the Planning Committee turned down the current proposal. Would the number of rooms be reduced? Cllr Harris said that the number of rooms planned for the HMO would not be reduced, little by little, as a result of the Planning Committee refusing planning permission. It should be noted that the planning application seeks permission to change the use of the building from a B&B to an HMO. 


Many thanks go to Cllr Diamond for arranging the meeting. All our thanks must go to the Cabinet Members who came to hear residents’ questions and concerns. 

Residents who have given their contact details to Cllr Diamond at cllr.caren.diamond@havant.gov.uk   will receive these minutes of the meeting and will also be kept up to date with outcomes from the ACTIONS within these minutes.
Thanks 

Meeting closed at 11:10am.



Cllr Elizabeth Lloyd
Cllr.elizabeth.lloyd@havant.gov.uk 	Residents’ Meeting	30.5.26
