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1 Introduction  
 
Future Water commissioned Haskoning to prepare a Statement of Conformity with the 
Environmental Statement (ES) in support of the Phase 7 & 8 Reserved Matters Application 
(RMA) for the Havant Thicket Reservoir Scheme. This application covers remaining areas of 
landscaping not included in previous applications, and the reservoir’s discharge structures.  
The Phase 7 & 8 Reserved Matters are being submitted together due to the interrelationship 
and overlap of respective elements of development including the discharge structures and the 
remaining areas of hard and soft landscaping, not approved as part of previous RMAs. 
The Havant Thicket Reservoir Scheme was granted planning permission subject to conditions 
in October 2021, by Havant Borough Council and East Hampshire District Council, Planning 
Application Refs: APP/20/00990 and 51680/001 respectively. The decision is for a hybrid 
application and includes full permission for some matters and outline permissions for others. 
The applications which formed the subject of the Hybrid Consent were supported by an ES 
(Havant Thicket Reservoir Project, Atkins, 2020) which reported the findings of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).  
Separate Section 73 applications submitted to Havant Borough Council and East Hampshire 
District Council in 2024 proposed a number of amendments to the design of the main 
embankment and related infrastructure. The Section 73 applications were supported by an ES 
Addendum (2024) which reported the findings of the EIA considering proposed amendments 
to the main embankment, control house, culvert and valve tower.  
This Statement of Conformity with the ES considers whether the proposed detailed design for 
the Phases 7 & 8 RMAs is likely to give rise to any new or materially different effects to those 
identified in the 2020 ES and 2024 ES Addendum. 
This work has involved the following tasks: 

• Review of the environmental documents submitted with the planning application 
for the Consented Scheme, comprising the 2020 ES and 2024 ES which 
assessed the potential environmental effects of the Consented Scheme;  

• Review of the designs prepared for the Phases 7 & 8 RMA; and   

• Consider the implications of the Scheme and the likelihood for the findings of the 
2020 ES and 2024 ES to be altered either positively or negatively, or neutrally (no 
change to positive or adverse impacts). 

 

2 Description of Phase 7 & Phase 8 RMA 
Phase 7 & 8 RMA relates to the remaining areas of landscaping not previously submitted or 
approved by the other RMAs and the overlapping discharge structures within that area. It is 
the final RMA to be submitted and therefore completes the full picture for the development.  

The landscaping has been designed to incorporate enhancements to public access across the 
reservoir site and the infrastructure necessary to operate the reservoir, whilst securing 
ecological mitigation and compensation measures in accordance with the approved 
Landscape and Ecology Management Plan and the Biodiversity Mitigation and Compensation 
Strategy.  
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The Phase 7 & 8 application area includes land parcels to the west, south and east of the main 
reservoir embankment. The landscape design will create a connected mosaic of woodland, 
scrub, hedgerow, grassland, rush pasture and wetland habitats that complement existing 
ecological features within the wider Havant Thicket landscape and improve functional habitat 
connectivity across the site, whilst incorporating public access across the reservoir site and 
the infrastructure necessary to operate the reservoir. 
The design and long-term management of the landscape areas will provide suitable nesting, 
foraging, sheltering and commuting opportunities for a range of fauna including bats, birds, 
reptiles, amphibians, small mammals and invertebrates. 
To offset the loss of an existing section of Riders Lane Stream within the reservoir footprint, a 
new channel will be constructed. Hydroseeding will be applied to the channel bed and upper 
side slopes to promote rapid vegetation establishment and slope stabilisation, with native plug 
planting incorporated to enhance habitat diversity and support the development of a 
naturalised riparian corridor. Flows into Riders Lane Stream, in addition to flows from the 
embankment drainage and surface water drainage systems, are designed to allow controlled 
overbank flows and localised inundation of adjoining restored rush pasture, maintaining the 
hydrological regime necessary for the long-term function of the habitat. 
A section of the upper Durrants Stream is located within the proposed reservoir footprint. A 
new open channel to permanently divert the flow will be created along the eastern boundary 
of the site to convey flows and maintain the function of the existing watercourse. The realigned 
Durrants Steam corridor will connect the stream located to the north and south, ensuring 
continuity of flow and drainage across the site. The watercourse channel profile and gradients 
vary along the watercourse to improve diversity in seasonal flows and sediment movement. A 
riparian corridor will also be created with a diverse range of habitat types including wet 
grassland/ rush pasture/ native scrub, hedgerow and scattered trees. 

2.1 Phase 7 & 8 Design Drawings 
The following drawings have been prepared by Future Water for the Phase 7 & 8 RMAs: 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0001 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas 
Reserved Matters Application Boundary; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0002 - Phase 7 and 8 Application Boundary in relation to 
Conservation Area Boundary; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0004 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas Western 
Section; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0005 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas Eastern 
Section; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0006 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas General 
Arrangement Sheet 1 of 5; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0007 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas General 
Arrangement Sheet 2 of 5; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0008 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas General 
Arrangement Sheet 3 of 5; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0009 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas General 
Arrangement Sheet 4 of 5; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0010 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas General 
Arrangement Sheet 5 of 5; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0012 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas Rush 
Pasture Plan; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0013 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas Rush 
Pasture – Illustrative Cross Sections Sheet 1 of 2; 
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• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0014 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas Rush 
Pasture – Illustrative Cross Sections Sheet 2 of 2; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0015 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas 
Recreational Access; 

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0016 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas 
Realigned Riders Lane Channel Cross Sections;  

• HTR-GHD-P8-RP-DR-T-0017 - Phase 7 and 8 Remaining Landscape Areas 
Realigned Durrants Stream Cross Sections 

• HTR-GHD-P7-RP-DR-T-0030 - Spillway and Outlet Pipe Plan; 
• HTR-GHD-P7-RP-DR-T-0031 - Spillway Outfall Headwall, Althon SFA 15B Headwall, 

SFA1 900 Outfall, Safety Grille, and  
• HTR-GHD-P7-RP-DR-T-0032-P01 – Control Building & Courtyard Headwall Plan and 

Sections. 
 
 

3 Environmental Appraisal 
The ES submitted in 2020 for the hybrid planning application assessed the potential for 
significant effects arising from the Scheme with respect to: air quality, historic environment, 
biodiversity, ground conditions, landscape and visual, noise and vibration, traffic and transport, 
material resources and waste, water (flows, quality and groundwater) climate, climate change 
vulnerability, population and human health, cumulative effects and vulnerability to major 
accidents and disasters. 
The ES Addendum (2024) described the proposed changes to the Scheme as part of the 
Section 73 applications in 2024 and presented an assessment of any new or different 
significant effects that could result from these changes. The Vulnerability to Major Accidents 
and Disasters topic was scoped out of further assessment, as the changes to the Scheme 
would not result in any new, or materially different significant effects.  
The 2024 ES Addendum confirmed that the impact of the design revisions, when taking 
account of mitigation and compensatory measures proposed as part of the original Scheme 
and the Section 73 planning application, concluded that there were no new or additional 
significant effects. 

3.1 Environmental Appraisal of Phases 7 & 8 Reserved Matters 
The topics examined in the 2020 ES and the 2024 ES Addendum have been appraised in 
order to determine whether the proposed detailed design for Phase 7 & 8 is likely to give rise 
to any new or materially different effects.  
The environmental topics reviewed is presented in Table 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Phase 7 & 8 Reserved Matters 
Statement of Conformity with the 

Environmental Statement  
 

HTR-RHD-P8-ZZ-RP-Z-0001 Page 7 of 13 

 

HTR-RHD-P8-ZZ-RP-Z-0001 
STATEMENT OF CONFORMITY 

WITH THE ES.DOCX 

Page 7 of 13 

Page 7 of 13 Page 7 of 13 

Table 1 - Summary of environmental topics reviewed for Phase 7 & 8 Reserved Matters.  

2020 ES / 2024 ES 
Addendum Topic Environmental Appraisal Summary 

Air quality  2020 ES 
The 2020 ES did not identify any significant adverse air quality effects during 
construction or operation.  

2024 ES Addendum 
The air quality effects arising from construction dust and construction road 
traffic emissions was no greater than those predicted in the 2020 ES. There 
was no change to the planned operation of the Scheme and the assessment 
of effects presented in the 2020 ES remained unchanged. 

A Dust Management Plan has been prepared for the Scheme which 
describes measures to be adopted to limit and control emissions to air during 
construction. All relevant committed mitigation can continue to be applied to 
control potential residual effects from dust to non-significant levels.  

As such, no change to the significance of effects were identified from air 
emissions and dust sources from that described in the 2020 ES.  

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 
The design presented in the Phase 7 & 8 RMA is consistent with the 
assessments undertaken in the 2020 ES and 2024 ES Addendum and as 
such, there will be no change to the significance of effects previously reported 
for air quality.  
All relevant committed mitigation can continue to be applied to control 
potential residual effects from dust to non-significant levels. 

Historic environment 2020 ES 
The 2020 ES reported that two heritage assets, comprising the Grade II* 
Leigh Park Registered Park and Garden, and the Sir George Staunton 
Conservation Area, would experience adverse effects that would be 
significant.  

2024 ES Addendum 
Any direct archaeological impacts arising from ongoing and future 
construction activities did not materially change from those assessed in the 
2020 ES.  

Overall, the design changes did not result in any change to the significance 
of effects on heritage assets reported in the 2020 ES. 

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 
The proposals would not materially change the construction phase footprint, 
operations, nor associated visual impacts upon the setting of the Sir George 
Staunton Conservation Area which encompasses part of the Phase 7 & 8 
RMA area. 

The location of Phases 7 & 8 has not changed from that presented in the 
2024 ES Addendum.  

As such, the design presented in the Phase 7 & 8 RMA is consistent with the 
assessments undertaken in the 2020 ES and 2024 ES Addendum and as 
such, there will be no change to the significance of effects previously 
reported. 
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2020 ES / 2024 ES 
Addendum Topic Environmental Appraisal Summary 

Ground conditions  2020 ES 
The 2020 ES did not identify any significant adverse effects on ground 
conditions during construction with appropriate mitigation measures in place.  

2024 ES Addendum 
The significance of effects on ground conditions remained unchanged from 
those presented in the 2020 ES. 

All relevant committed mitigation will continue to be applied to control 
potential residual effects to non-significant levels in accordance with the 
Record of Environmental Actions and Commitments (REAC) presented in the 
CEMP. 

A Materials Management Plan has been prepared for the construction phase 
to manage the site won materials and demonstrate that it is being 
appropriately used on site within the main reservoir works. As such, there is 
no change to the significance of effects on ground conditions from that 
described in the 2020 ES. 

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 
The design presented in the Phase 7 & 8 RMA is consistent with the 
assessments undertaken in the 2020 ES and 2024 ES Addendum and as 
such, there will be no change to the significance of effects previously 
reported. 

Noise and vibration 2020 ES 
The 2020 ES reported that noise and vibration from construction works would 
not result in adverse effects that would be significant during daytime hours. 
During operation, no adverse effects were identified that would be significant 
on receptors.   

2024 ES Addendum 
During construction, noise and vibration would not result in adverse effects 
that would be significant during daytime hours with the implementation of 
mitigation measures. As such, the assessment presented in the 2020 ES 
remained unchanged. 

A Noise and Vibration Management Plan prepared as part of the CEMP sets 
out the mitigation measures to be adopted during construction.  

During operation, the assessment of noise and vibration effects remained 
unchanged from the 2020 ES and there would be no significant adverse 
effects. 

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 
The design presented in the Phase 7 & 8 RMA is consistent with the noise 
and vibration assessments undertaken in the 2020 ES and 2024 ES 
Addendum. As such, there will be no change to the significance of effects 
previously reported. 

Biodiversity 2020 ES 
The 2020 ES reported that the Scheme would result in residual adverse 
effects that would be significant as a result of the direct loss of ancient 
woodland, habitat within Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation, priority 
habitat and watercourses.   
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2020 ES / 2024 ES 
Addendum Topic Environmental Appraisal Summary 

2024 ES Addendum 
The 2024 ES reported that a substantial area of habitat had already been 
cleared under the planning permission for the 2020 approved Scheme. No 
further land take or direct impact on ecological receptors was concluded with 
the proposed changes to the Scheme. 

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 
An Ecological Mitigation, Compensation and Enhancement Measures Report 
(doc no. HTR-RHD-P8-ZZ-RP-Z-0002) has been prepared which provides 
details of the ecological mitigation, compensation and enhancement 
measures for Phase 7 & 8. The Report for Phase 7 & 8 is being submitted for 
local planning authority approval through a separate application to discharge 
planning condition 36. 

The overall design of Phase 7 & 8 accords with the objectives of the 
Landscape and Ecology Management Plan (LEMP), which sets out the long-
term management of habitat creation and enhancement measures 
undertaken within the site as compensation for each Phase. 

Landscape and visual 2020 ES 
During construction, significant adverse effects on landscape and visual 
amenity were reported in the 2020 ES from the Sir George Staunton 
Conservation Area, the Grade II* Leigh Park Registered Park and Garden, 
adjacent Public Rights of Way and from residential areas.  

Low adverse impacts were predicted from works within Havant Thicket 
woodland, as the works utilise an existing forestry track which would minimise 
the clearance of vegetation and/ or tree felling. 

2024 ES Addendum 
The 2024 ES Addendum reported that there would be no change to the 
landscape effects during construction (as presented in the 2020 ES), 
although the construction period of the main reservoir works would be 
extended for two years, which would increase the duration of the effects. 
There would also be no change to visual effects experienced during 
construction, except for the extension of the construction period by two years 
for the main reservoir works. 

Adherence to the Landscape and Ecology Management Plan (LEMP) and 
future maintenance of landscape planting is a commitment made in the 2020 
ES to mitigate the landscape and visual effects of the Scheme. 

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 

The landscape design for Phase 7 & 8 seeks to create a connected mosaic 
of woodland, scrub, hedgerow, grassland, rush pasture and wetland 
habitats that complement existing ecological features within the wider 
Havant Thicket landscape and improve functional habitat connectivity 
across the site. 

As such, the design presented in the Phase 7 & 8 RMA is consistent with 
the assessments undertaken in the 2020 ES and 2024 ES Addendum and 
as such, there will be no change to the significance of effects previously 
reported. 
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2020 ES / 2024 ES 
Addendum Topic Environmental Appraisal Summary 

Population and human 
health 

2020 ES 
The 2020 ES identified impacts on human health could arise during 
construction from the temporary reduction in access to open space which 
would be mitigated by maintaining safe access for the public, where possible.  

2024 ES Addendum 
With the implementation of mitigation, all construction phase residual effects 
on health determinants will remain unchanged from the 2020 ES. 

The likely significant effects assessed during operation of the reservoir, as 
presented in the 2020 ES, will also remain unchanged. 

A Construction Traffic Management Plan has been prepared which sets out 
how traffic and site operations will be managed during the main construction 
works and how construction staff will travel to and from the site.  

The Noise and Vibration Management Plan for the Scheme sets out the 
mitigation measures which will be adopted during construction.   

All relevant committed mitigation can continue to be applied as envisaged to 
control potential residual effects to slight adverse levels. As such, there would 
no change to the significance of effects reported in the 2020 ES with respect 
to population and human health. 

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 
The design presented in the Phase 7 & 8 RMA is consistent with the 
assessments undertaken in the 2020 ES and 2024 ES Addendum and as 
such, there will be no change to the significance of effects previously reported 
for population and human health during operation. 

 Traffic and transport 2020 ES 
The 2020 ES did not identify any significant adverse effects arising from traffic 
and transport during construction or operation with mitigation measures in 
place. 

 

2024 ES Addendum 
There would be no significant change in effects resulting from construction of 
the scheme which will be similar to that presented in the 2020 ES.  

No changes were proposed to vehicular access during operation. As such, 
the findings of the traffic and transport assessment in the 2020 ES remain 
unchanged and there would be no significant adverse effects during the 
operation phase. 

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 
There will be no change to the significance of effects on traffic and transport, 
as previously reported in the 2020 ES or 2024 ES Addendum. 

A Construction Traffic Management Plan has been prepared for the Havant 
Thicket Reservoir Scheme which sets out how traffic and site operations will 
be managed during the Phase 7 & 8 works and how workers will be travelling 
to and from site. 
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2020 ES / 2024 ES 
Addendum Topic Environmental Appraisal Summary 

Material resources and 
waste 

2020 ES 
The 2020 ES did not identify any adverse effects that would be significant on 
the availability of construction materials, or from wastes produced during 
construction. 

2024 ES Addendum 
Materials required to construct the scheme will be similar to that presented in 
the 2020 ES.  

A Site Waste Management Plan has been developed to manage wastes 
produced during construction.   

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 
The design presented in the Phase 7 & 8 RMA is consistent with the 
assessments undertaken in the 2020 ES and 2024 ES Addendum. As such, 
there will be no change to the significance of effects previously reported. 

Water  2020 ES 
The 2020 ES reported that there would be residual adverse effects that would 
be significant on aquatic habitats, habitat connectivity and geomorphology. 
Compensation and mitigation measures were identified for the impacted 
water body of Riders Lane Stream. 

2024 ES Addendum 
The changes to the Scheme did not alter the findings of the 2020 ES 
assessment and no additional mitigation will be required as part of the 
ongoing package of compensation and mitigation measures. The effects on 
flood risk were also found to be no greater than those predicted in the 2020 
ES.  

During operation, the significance of effects on the water environment 
remained unchanged from the 2020 ES.  

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 
The Phase 7 & 8 design incorporates realignment of sections of both Riders 
Lane Stream and Durrants Stream. These are provided to offset the loss of 
short sections of each stream within the reservoir footprint.  

A Water Quality Management Plan has been prepared as part of the Main 
Reservoir Works CEMP which provides details of mitigation measures 
required to protect the quality of surface and groundwater during 
construction. 

As such, there will be no change to the significance of effects previously 
reported in the 2020 ES or 2024 ES Addendum. 

Climate 2020 ES 
The 2020 ES reported that the Scheme is unlikely to cause significant effects 
on climate, or significantly affect the UK’s ability to meet its emissions 
reduction targets.  

2024 ES Addendum 
The greenhouse gas emissions from changes to the Scheme in 2024, 
together with the additional assessment of emission sources not considered 
in the 2020 ES, would result in a 7% increase in construction emissions. 
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2020 ES / 2024 ES 
Addendum Topic Environmental Appraisal Summary 

However, the increase in emissions is not deemed material and the Scheme 
is anticipated to make a small contribution to the overall UK emissions. 
Therefore, the conclusion of the 2020 ES, that the Scheme is deemed 
unlikely to cause a significant effect on climate change remained unchanged. 
All relevant committed mitigation can continue to be applied as envisaged in 
the 2020 ES. 

The assessment of emissions during operation remained unchanged from 
the 2020 ES. 

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 
The design presented in the Phase 7 & 8 RMA is consistent with the 
assessments undertaken for the 2020 ES and 2024 ES Addendum and as 
such, there will be no change to the significance of effects previously 
reported. 

Vulnerability to climate 
change  

2020 ES 
The 2020 ES reported that the Scheme includes embedded mitigation to 
avoid, minimise or reduce potential impacts from changes in climate. No 
potential climate vulnerability impacts identified would have adverse effects 
that would be significant with embedded mitigation.  

2024 ES Addendum 
During construction, the significant effects assessed in the 2020 ES, such as 
the likelihood for extreme weather events, remained unchanged with 
embedded mitigation. 

The significant effects assessed during operation presented in the 2020 ES 
also remain unchanged with embedded mitigation. 

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 

The design presented in the Phase 7 & 8 RMA is consistent with the 
assessments undertaken in the 2020 ES and 2024 ES Addendum and as 
such, there will be no change to the significance of effects previously 
reported. 

Cumulative and In-
Combination effects 

2020 ES 
The 2020 ES reported that with mitigation, there would be no adverse 
cumulative or in-combination effects that would be significant.  

2024 ES Addendum 
The 2024 ES concluded that there would be no change to cumulative and in-
combination effects arising during construction or operation. All relevant 
committed mitigation will continue to be applied as envisaged in the 2020 ES. 
As such, there were no changes to the significance of effects reported in the 
2020 ES.  

Phase 7 & 8 RMA 

The design presented in the Phase 7 & 8 RMA is consistent with the 
assessments undertaken in the 2020 ES and 2024 ES Addendum and as 
such, there will be no change to the significance of effects previously 
reported. 
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4 Conclusion 
 
This report has considered whether the proposed detailed design for Phase 7 & 8 Reserved 
Matters is likely to give rise to any new or materially different significant effects to those 
identified in the 2020 ES and 2024 ES Addendum. 
All committed mitigation can continue to be effectively applied and is sufficient to control the 
potential impacts of Phase 7 & 8 during construction and operation. 
This report concludes that the Phase 7 & 8 designs submitted for Reserved Matters approval 
do not give rise to any new or materially different effects to those reported in the 2020 ES, or 
the 2024 ES Addendum. 
 


