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Climate Change and Sustainability considerations are included in the below policies of the
adopted local plan and within the Councils Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan.

The Council adopted its Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan in 2024 and has
ambitious goals to be a net zero borough by 2045 and to achieve a reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions by 68% by 2030.

The council declared a climate emergency in November 2024 acknowledging the need
and transformative action in response to the climate crisis and in 2025 the authority
declared a nature emergency. Therefore, weight should be given to applications aiming to
encourage the installation of sustainable and low carbon technologies and support the
removal/reduction of greenhouse gas emissions being produced.

Within the Councils adopted Local Plan (Core Strategy) the following policies are relevant

e (CS13- Green Infrastructure
e (CS14- Efficient use of resources

National and Local Planning Policy

Chapter 5 of the National Planning Policy Framework (August 2026) outlines under CC1
that development plans must support the transition to net zero by 2050 in line with the
Climate Change Act 2008. Spatial strategies should help achieve radical greenhouse gas
reductions, supported by optional carbon assessments for development options.

Climate Change Strateqy and Action Plan

The Councils Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan is striving to achieve a 68%
reduction in emissions by 2030 with net zero targets agreed for the authority by 2035 and
for the borough by 2045. Building sustainable development within the Borough is
significantly important for achieving these targets.

The application proposes to install a number of solar panels to the rear roof slope which
are to be finished in a dark material and designed to reduce reflectivity and glare. The
applicant has submitted specifications regarding the panels from JA Solar JAM54D41 LR
outlining the appearance and functionality of the panels. Further to this an Air Source Heat
Pump (ASHP) is proposed with specifications outlined within the documentation
submitted.

Therefore, as the scheme is proposing to enhance its renewable energy provision and
move the development away from a reliance of fossil fuels it is considered that the
development proposal should be supported.



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=CAESsQEB6zswFdZZacMcclNAj_2ms2R2YcAfqZ-4pe8au1bv25Orrc6KRWuOJftpY-wduryI-ZAoBk1m3sIZ5opyLjfHIaaj7rGq7FjrtJlrS1nXI4ZIP8_MHemHXiWbDIFX_SCA3M38bL44qzdtN7zvaTcXErpEz54W5P4m5xKHGygCq7OrN_p8PgDKo5VReO1eqDVtt0RQaSdAbfUcDoVF4153iwtNHsUvVncM2aZejElYuLM&uoh=2&ved=2ahUKEwjonLawp9yXAxUe9rsIHSYkJIsQy_kOegoIAggACAAIExAD&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw3U1m87wnlKop-ViUfc_zXr&ust=1793262996483000

Conclusion:

The proposal is seeking to decarbonise Saffron House and move it’s reliance of energy
over to renewable sources and away from fossil fuels. The proposal is therefore
considered to directly support the aims outlined within the Councils Climate Strategy and
the guidance given within the NPPF and should be supported.




